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January January Monthly Meeting February Monthly Meeting
Geologic Records of Global Cli- Europe on a Bicycle Built for
2 Monthly Meeting mate Change Two

Global Climate Change Wednesday, Jan 2, 7:00 PM

L E Phillips Public Library

Wednesday, Feb 6, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

The speaker i€hristine Smith Sid- TRAVEL EUROPE ON A TAN-

doway, associate professor of Geology DEM FEBRUARY 6.

at Colorado College in Colorado Veteran tandem cyclistS8ene and
Springs. This is a joint Sierra / Phillips  Peg Enderswill show slides and de-
Library program in the Eau Claire scribe their experiences over the past
Room at the Library. Notice th#tis 12 years on cycling adventures in Ger-
meeting starts at 7 P.M. to accommo- many, Austria, France, Holland and
date the library staff Croatia.

19 Ski the Henke Farm .
They traveled as members of Bicycle
She is a graduate of Mondovi High Adventure Club, a nonprofit volunteer
February School, studied at St. Olaf and Carle- |eader organization that offers a vari-
ton Colleges, and earned advanced ety of opportunities for cycle touring,
6 Monthly Meeting degrees at University of Arizona, Tuc- often at lower cost than with commer-

Biking Europe for Two son, and at the UC-Santa Barbara. Dr. cial tours.
Siddoway has been engaged in the US
Antarctic Program from 1989 to 2007,
carrying out geological research on

nine expeditions funded by the NSF.

29 Candlelight Snowshoeing Learn how touring on a bicycle differs

from the usual bus or auto tour and
how rewarding it can be.

She was leader on four of these. To

I
Welcome, New Memberst! judge the seriousness of 21st century

The meeting is at 7:30 p. m . at North

Sept 2007

Almena Howard Berenscho€am-
eron Patricia Killian, Rene Kurth
Chippewa Falls Verene Crane,
Sylvia R Hintz, John Ervin Kinville,
Rita K Meyers, Beryl Ouimettéau
Claire Janet O'Hern-Bethke, Vir-
ginia Erickson, Chad Lewis, Kay
Turtinen, Melissa WallElk Mound
Sandy RundquisFall Creek Susan
L Dahl Holcombe Jim Hammitt
Menomonie S Calhoun, David
RobinsonWeyerhauser Laura M
Johnson

CV Group ExCom Election
Elected to 2-year terms were

Paul Ebel, Margo Miller, Barbara
Thomas, and Terri Shewczyk

climate change, it is helpful to study
the longer perspective that ice core

and rock records provide. The talk will

discuss what is revealed about past
rapid climate events in Antarctica,

when the changes occurred, and how

they have affected living organisms

and biological communities both in the

polar regions and worldwide. Do we
need to be concerned today about

changes in the Polar Regions? Join us
to learn about the past, and how pres-

ent warming may initiate a repeat of

quite rapid changes which, eons ago,
affected coastal environments and also

climates everywhere..

Our dinner at Stella Blue's will be
1/2 hour early, at 5 P.M so we can
start the program at 7. The Library is
at 400 Eau Claire St.

Star Middle School, 2711 Abbe Hill
Drive.

We meet fodinner at 5:30 at Stella
Blue's, 306 E. Madison Street --and
the meeting is at 7:3Q.




COME WITH US TO CONSERVA-
TION LOBBY DAY

Inn on the Park, 22 S. Carroll St,
Madison - January 30, 2008

by Barbara Thomas

This is our opportunity to join other
activists and conservationists in Wis-
consin to meet with our legislators and
urge their support of these important
issues:

GLOBAL WARMING

KEEP THE GREAT LAKES
WATER IN THE GREAT
LAKES

HUNTER, ANGLER, TRAPPER
BILL OF RIGHTS

These are the three Conservation Pri-
orities to be emphasized this year.
Please plan to come along to Madison
as we call on our own legislators with
our messages. The event is free. Ride

share can be arranged (715-235-9771).
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The SIERRA CLUB offers many op-
portunities for serving on its commit-
tees. On the Group level, we invite
(sometimes cajole) and then appoint
persons to our various committees. On
the Club (national) level, information
about committee openings is sent to
Club staff, Board of Directors, Gov-
ernance Committees, Chapter and
Group Chairs, etc. It's difficult for our
members to know of Club committee
work that may interest them. So be
watchful in our Chippewa Valley
Group Newsletter for a new column
that will provide this information and
invitations to our local members. Cur-
rently available is application to the
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
COMMITTEE. These folks have ex-
perience/interest/expertise in civil
rights, civil liberties, the environ-
mental justice implications of issues
such as climate change, toxic wastes,
transportation, sprawl, etc. Let us
know of your interest and we’ll help
you take the next steps. It would be
great to have one of our group
members on a national committee!
thomash@uwstout.edu

SUMMER DAYS ARE AHEAD!!!

Some of you may have met Bill Moore

at a Sierra function. He’s a great per- On this beautiful Autumn day we first
son, an active Sierran from southeast- visited the Devil's Kettle, a fascinating
ern Wisconsin. And he’s thinking small round pool on the N fork of Rock
ahead to summer and invites reserva- Creek surrounded by rock walls at a sev-
tions for Sierra Canoe Trips in Quetico eral-foot high waterfall. Some hill scram-
Provincial Park, Canada. Bill will bling and exploration of several

lead two of these trips. His “blurb”  cliffs and shallow caves ensued. Next we
includes exploring the ancient path-  hiked from the northeast trailhead to
ways and waterways with 8 other mod-the Felsenmeer Canyon State Scientific
ern-day voyageurs...for 8 days and 7 Reserve, explored it from top to bottom,
nights in Ontario’s Quetico Provincial then circled south to view a nearby nar-
Park, just north of the Boundary Wa- row and lush canyon, returned to the rim
ters Canoe Area Wilderness. Sounds of Felsenmeer Canyon for lunch and
exciting to me! For more information, chatter, then returned to the cars. Most
you may contact Bill at of the folks ended their hike at that point,
environl@sbcglobal.net. after which the core

These trips are sponsored by the Johngroup of four drove to the N side of Can-
Muir Chapter, Great Waters Group  yon Country and hiked down to Gundy's
and Four Lakes Group. Falls. The party ended at Norske-Nook
-Barbara where surprise pies (all that

Blue Hills Hike — Oct. 13 high-mounded merengue!!) were con-
by Jim Connell sumed to conclude the day’s activity.
You would have enjoyed it had you been
able to be there.

The picture below is courtesy of Don
Erickson who dug his camera out of the
car. So there we are near the NE
trailhead to the Felsenmeer (or Felsen-
mere) Canyon at the end of the hike.
Happy times!

Jim Connell

Blue Hills Canyon Country Hike
Oct 13, 2007




Outings & Events - Paul Ebel

No Chippewa Valley Group events
are planned for January or Febru-
ary. For some other activities see
below. -ed

BEAVER CREEK RESERVE
EVENTS — phone 715/877-2212

Jan 19/10AM to Noon

Cross Country Ski the Henke Farm
Retired DNR manager Terry Valen
will lead and you can learn about the
wonders in the winter landscape as y
skirt the edges of the recently estab-
lished prairie, ski under the evergreen
cover, cross the creeks on the bridge
and get a bit of exercise

in a new setting. Fee.

Feb 2 and 9/10AM
Our Very Own Star

Chippewa Moraine Chapter of

Awards Presented at November

Ice Age Trail

Jan 19/Sat & Feb 16/Sat 6:30PM
Snowshoeing by Moonlight

Join us for a naturalist-led night time
showshoe hike at 7 PM preceded by
program about snowshoes at 6:30 P
Meet at the Chippewa Moraine Ice
Age Reserve Visitor Center, 7 miles
east of New Auburn on CTH M.

greendarner.com/ChippewaMorain

Learn about Earth's energy source in a

2-session class. Session 1 focuses on

what the sun is, structure and proc-

esses, location and movement through

our galaxy and how it can be safely

observed. Session 2 focuses on space

weather, how the sun affects life in
space and on Earth, sunspots, flares,
the solar wind, seasons and aurora.
Sessions will include solar observing,
weather permitting.

Feb 29!/Fri 6-7:30 or 7:30-9:00PM
Candlelight Snowshoe Hike
The candles will light your way as you

travel by snowshoes along the tranquil

trails at Beaver Creek. Folks of all

ages have enjoyed this unique experi-

ence. Pack up your snowshoes and

Meeting

At our November monthly meeting at
North Star Middle School, Professor
Jean Bahrof UW-Madison gave us an
illustrated tour of groundwater in Wis-

a consin. As drought-stricken states look to
M the Great Lakes states for relief, Bahr

D

pointed out, among other points, that
guantity does not always equal quality,
and contamination of groundwater is a
continuing issue here.

During the meeting the John Muir Chap-
ter's 2007 awards were presented to
Glenn Stoddard andEleanor Wolf for
their effective and appreciated environ-
mental endeavors. Way to Go!!

Glenn Stoddard, Award Winner with Jean Babhr,
November speaker on Wisconsin groundwater

come join us. Rentals available. Regis-

ter by Feb 27.

For more events and further infor-
mation visit beavercreekreserve.org
and click on Calendar of Events.

Eleanor Wolf, Award Winner with Terri Shewczyk,
new ExCom member, and the Eleanor/Glenn cake




Hiking the Pacific Rim Trail
-Don Smith

At the December meeting, back-
packer - adventuraBill Hogseth

took us along on his arduous and dan
gerous hike on the Pacific Rim Trail
which began in May of 2005 at the
California - Mexico border. It ended
five months and 2200 miles

later in Washington on the Canadian
border. Bill was resupplied by ship-
ments of food and equipment to pre-
determined post offices along the
trail. He enjoyed many kindnesses
from natives who lived in the hamlets
through which he passed, and made
good friends among fellow

travelers with whom he hitched up
occasionally, but he mostly was
alone. He carried only 35 pounds in
his pack. A simple homemade beer
can alcohol stove cooked his dried
food, and a light plastic tarp gave
cover when needed.

He wore out 5 pairs of the running
shoes which he chose for footwear.
Bill described the journey as an exer-
cise in boredom as he paced over

only a physical but a spiritual jour-
ney.

As autumn approached Bill skipped
most of the Oregon section and took
a bus to Washington to finish before
deep snow covered the Cascades.
During the last 12 days he met not a
soul in the wilderness. At trail's end,
he sat for a time next to the final
marker, pondering what he had ac-
complished and what he had learned
about himself -- glad and proud to
have finished, looking forward to
home, but also sad to end his great

wilderness adventure.

(Hogseth, of Dunn County, currently
is employed by our friends #¥est
Wisconsin Land Trugtvwit.org.)
Read/View Bill's online hike writ-
ings, along with many color pictures
cantgomustgo. blogspot.com-ed)

hundreds of desert miles at the begin-

ning. Travel was carefully planned
around water sources strategically
placed along the trail. He started
early, rested through the heat of the
day, and then continued the trek until
sunset, with about 20 miles a day ac-
complished.

Then came the High Sierra in June,
with many days of extreme exertion
and tension as he joined a small
group to cross the snow fields and
rushing creeks and to climb high
passes. On several occasions he be-
came demoralized about the worth of
the effort he was making, but each
time something came to restore his
resolve to finish what became not

Ice Age Trail Hike -
Nov 3, 2007 (“Beat
the Snow”)

-Photos: Art Lieb
(“leinie2”) and
“neldony5352*

from Renee Fontaine-Ebel

Access more hike photos

at the ECPieRiders group

at Groups.Yahoo.com, click
Photos, then click

07 Ice Age Hike By: neldo-
ny5352

See below




The Water Speaking as if Heard to the Rocks
Steve Betchkal

One metamorphic day it will be accepted fact
that rocks and clouds are living things,
like swift or sedge or spiderwort,
evolving differently, more gracefully
than the proud eye has patience to measure,
that water is cognizant -- it grows and breathes
and reasons every sere and sated pore,
soaks the primal world in an eloguent tongue
supple as the imagination we lack.

Humankind cannot grasp the nerve of gneiss,
the muscled cumulus,
cannot conceive the canny soul of moving sky
grasping close the earth in hands that are not hands
to breast of sedimentous emotion.
Some sentient day we shall settle in truth
that living are but stone and sea,
that the dead are whom we once knew whole --
floating earth, ticking basalt --
that together constitute the nature of the gift,
and the gift itself,
unidentified no more and vital,
but not alone, no longer alone.

We weep, but do not move stone,
our tears erosive, but young as the headwaters of feeling
that stones hold in stores.
Rocks do not wait upon our convenience,
embracing systems that will not tarry
to rend the sky with patience.
Water too, outlasts us --
every river hugs the channel of its sinuous course
known to shale and salmonids if not to men,
and is remembered best by sea --
but ocean empties into clouds, and clouds are foreign.
Like the weather of men, like the waters of the dead,
evinced of liquid intellect,
a fish completes the long sentences of rivers.

9/18/26
DB 2/26



Mini-Directory — Chippewa Valley Group

Chair Barbara Thomas* E5190 650th Avenue Menomonie WI 54751 235-9771
Vice Chair Steve White* 20279 77th Ave Chippewa Falls WI 54729 720-8890
Treasurer Eleanor Wolf* 1810 Birch St Eau Claire WI 54703 835-4829
Political/lJMC Del.  Caryn Treiber* N9021 590th St Colfax WI 54730 632-2055
Outings/Earthgreen  Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
Env. Education Margo Miller* 221 Washington St Eau Claire W1 54701 835-4549
ExCom Member Bill Bean* E5095 Interlachen Blvd Eleva WI 54738 878-4654
Programs Don Smith 623 Jefferson St Mondovi WI 54755 926-5107
Conservation Jim Connell 1893 22-5/8 St Rice Lake WI 54868 234-8883
Sec’y, Newsletter Bob St. Louis 3352 Fear St Eau Claire WI 54701 834-3774
John Muir Chapter  Carla Klein 222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1 Madison WI 53703 608-256-0565
Archivist Virginia Hansis 1718 Royal Ct Eau Claire WI 54701 832-0547
Membership Patty Henry 2014 Ruby Ln Eau Claire WI 54703 832-1387
Ice Age Tr/Publicity Richard Smith 27200 145th St New Auburn WI 54757 967-2164
Population Larry Holbrook E2285 Co Rd HH Eleva WI 54738 878-4621
Calendar Sales Dave Rice 1415 Highland Ave Eau Claire W1 54701 835-3490
Computer Liason Libby Stupak 2228 Windsong Ct Eau Claire W1 54703 833-1941
* Member of Executive Committee (ExCom). Except as otherwiséed, all area codes are 715
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