Sierra

Newsletter of the

v
s
*
“‘l :
} SRS

Chippewa Valley Group

WISCONSIN.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CHIPPEWA

January
7

Monthly Meeting
View Montana

February

4 Monthly Meeting

Snake River Whitewater
25 Conservation Lobby Day
Monona Terrace, Madison

Welcome, New Members!
Sept-Oct 2008

Augusta Glenn SolsrudBay City
Margaret ChesleyBloomer Merlin
Peil Boyd Ernest LuthiChetek
Mary Erickson, Treva SolunChip-
pewa Falls Barbara Macnaughton
Cumberland Mary JustEau Claire
Betty Brantner, Kelly Carpenter, Ma
Herr, Scott Hodek, Kristin Fritts, Pan
Harvey, William Jaeger, Kinzy Jans-
sen, Sue & Greg Johnson, Ute & Gg
Kegel, Randy Kins, Doug and Re-
becca Lee, Martha Nieman, Helene
Smiar Menomonie Sue Beety, Leah
Haefner, Leslie Nelson, Abbie Plouf
Mary Smiskey, Tom WegnelNelson
Jack MartinRice Lake Garrison
Strand Stanley Barbara Rosenquist
Wheele Mrs Pamela Sand

from Patty Henry

January Monthly Meeting
The View from Montana
Wednesday, Jan 7, 7:00 PM
North Star Middle School

Sierra Club membeir8on and Sue
Smith drove west in June to partici-

pate in Montana's Annual Range Days
at Conrad, an agricultural center abou

2 hours east of Glacier Park. Conrad
is in a wheat farming and ranching
area.

Range Days gathers Future Farmers ¢
America kids, their rancher and farmer
parents, bankers, and members of agr
culture industry from all over the Big
Sky State. It's held at a different site
each year. Everyone participates in
hands-on education programs prepare
by Interior Department staff and Mon-
tana University and Extension Service
specialists.

We'll also see interesting wildlife re-
serves, agricultural industrial facilities,
and picturesque high plains towns
which boomed in the early 20th cen-
tury when livestock raising brought big
money.

Don and Sue had many conversations
with the proud Montanans, and

" they will share insights they gained

=

climate change, "Californication” of
their society, regulatory demands, and
Y spiraling land prices and production
costs.

» We will meet at Stella Blue's, 306 E.
Madison St., for dinner at 5:30,
where we can visit with our speak-
ers. Meetings are at 7:30 at North
Star Middle School, 2711 Abbe Hill
Dr
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February Monthly Meeting
Whitewater on Snake
Wednesday, Feb 4, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

WE'LL WHITE WATER ON THE
SNAKE RIVER - FEB. 4

Avid outdoorsmarkKenneth Schrieber

will be our speaker in February. He will
take us along on a white water rafting
adventure through the 67 mile Hells Can-
yon section of the Snake, which is a

Wild and Scenic River on the Idaho-
Oregon border. Ken is a 30 year veteran
DNR scientist and is regional watershed
management coordinator in our district.
He grew up in Wausau and studied Fish-
eries and Biology at UW-Stevens Point,
then earned a Masters in Water Re-
sources Management at UW- Madison.
He has served stations at Wisconsin Rap-
ids and in Madison before coming to the
Chippewa Valley. For outdoors activi-
ties, Ken camps, fishes, bikes, canoes, is
a skier and snowshoer, and enjoys pho-
tography too. After his presentation, he
may address some water quality issues..
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about challenges westerners face from /¢




FROM OTHER PLACES
Barbara Thomas, Chair, CVG

For our November/December newslet-
ter | wrote a bit about the prehistoric
art in Utah’s Nine Mile Canyon which
is threatened by the corrosives, silt,
and fuel exhaust produced by trucks
related to the two hundred gas wells
drilled since 2005.

Continuing the “Out West” theme,
here’s an update from the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance. CVG mem-
bers may recall Bill Brister who trav-
els by train to present SUWA issues
throughout America. He brought his
presentation to our Group monthly
meeting several years ago.

The November SUWA newsletter,
“The Redrock Report”, gives kudos to
the Sierra Club, the Natural Resource

Defense Council, and other wilderness

CV Group ExCom Election
Elected to 2-year terms were

Bill Bean
Caryn Treiber
Don Nelson

Thanks to all of you for voting by
mail or at the December meeting!
And thanks for voting in the No-
vember election!
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Many many thanks also to
ELEANOR WOLF
For her numerous years of service
on our Group’s ExCom and as or-
ganizer and founder of our success
ful Sierra Century Bike Ride!
Fortunately, Eleanor has consented
to continue as our Group’s treas-
urer.

advocates for creation of an improved
Wilderness bill for a region within
Zion-Mojave area. Also credited were
legislators, including Wisconsin's
Senator Russ Feingold, for helping to
improve legislation that has a better
chance of passage next year. Specifi-
cally, the amount of public land for
sale was reduced and the amount of
wilderness quality Bureau of Land
Management lands receiving protec-
tion was increased. The bill still denies
much important wilderness-quality

lands that needed protection; however Proposals must be submitted by Janu-
there is now time to work toward addi- ary 31, 2009. Awards will announced

tional improvements.
(Visit www.suwa.orgfor general in-
formation. E-mail Clayton Daughen-

baugh for updates and midwest activis ing....This may be your last chance to
get your 2009 calendar! Come to the
January meeting or call Dave at 835-

specific info:
claytonhd@xmission.com - ed)

2009 Chippewa Valley Sierra Club
Environmental Education Grants
by Margo Miller, Chair, Env. Educ.
Committee

The 2009 Chippewa Valley Sierra

DECEMBER 4 MEETING -- DONE
IN THE DARK
by Don Smith

The power failed in northeast Eau Claire
at 7 p.m., but speakétike Dahlby

forged ahead with his program, first by
flashlight, and then with dim emergency
lights in the school corridors. Mike is
the Private Lands Conservation Special-
ist for Chippewa County.

Thirty of us gathered around his laptop

to see the visuals which he'd planned to
project on the screen. Overcoming ad-
versity, he enthusiastically presented an
informative discussion of the partner-
ships he has forged with landowners,
conservation groups and sports organiza-
tions to save open space from develop-
ment.

Also present were two of Mike's collabo-
rators in conservatiomlison Sazama

who is the President of the Chippewa
County Land Conservancy, Inc., and J.D.
Armstrong, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill
Biologist .

We learned that non-profit conservation
organizations will soon have successfully

Club Environmental Grants have been completed 10 projects with assistance

sent to area schools. If you know of

from the Chippewa County Stewardship

any instructors who may be interested Fund. In addition, the County will

and didn't receive a proposal please
feel free to e-mail me at
quill@gtcinternet.com.

by February 15, 2009.

Beautiful Calendars Going, Go-

3490 or Margo at 835-4549
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Wilderness Calenda,
2009 -

receive an outright donation of an agri-
cultural conservation easement covering
159 acres along McCann Creek. In total,
nine land acquisitions have protected
1,225 acres, all open for public use, and
two perpetual easements covering 400
acres will soon be acquired, 90 acres of
which will be open for limited public
access.

After refreshments and more conserva-
tion talk, we all stumbled home in streets
still dark.

Equipment to take to
Sierra Club Meetings




Events - Paul Ebel

Jan 10/Sat

Snowshoe Hike at the Chippewa
Moraine

Join naturalist Rod Gont on a snow-
shoe hike at the Chippewa Moraine
under thefull moon Meet at 6:30 PM
at the Visitor Center for orientation
and assistance with fitting. Plan to
start hike at 7 PM. Some snowshoes
are available for borrowing —call
ahead. 715-967-2800. End the even-
ing with a warm up in front of the fire,
drinking hot chocolate!
Iceagetrail.org/ChippewaMoraine/
calendar.htm

Jan 19/ Mon 6 PM

Chippewa Moraine Chapter of Ice
Age Trail - Annual Meeting
Chippewa Falls Public Library. Re-
view 2008 and look forward to 2009.

Feb 25/Wed

5th Annual Conservation Lobby
Day — Monona Terrace, Madison
Please register by Feb 13 if you are

planning to go to this event where you

will have access to your elected state
officials with a conservation theme.
Some current state focus issues are
Global warming
Need for an independent DNR
secretary
Need for statewide plan for clean
drinking water

Create waste-spreading state stan-

dards
This is organized by the Wisconsin
League of Conservation Voters. Local
contact Tom Stolp at 715-835-4248
or Tom@conservationvoters.org

New Wisconsin Birding Book

Those of you who read the Leader-
Telegram will probably be familiar
with the articles on birding bgteve

Betchkal. Steve, who is a member of |-

our CV Group, and who has contrib-
uted to this newsletter, has recently
published a useful book on where tg
find birds in Wisconsin:

“All of This and Robins Too: A
Guide to the 50 or so Best Places tq
Find Birds in Wisconsin,”

Adarol Publishing, 1325 S. Farwell,
Eau Claire, WI 54701, 253 p.

$17+ $3 S/H. 715-832-7359

This paperback with a sturdy spiral
binding tells you in detail where to g

gives local maps, gives hints, and tellg

you what to look for when you are
there. Some of the top places listed
include Crex Meadows, Horicon,
Trempealeau, Wisconsin Point, and
Bay Beach. The birds Steve has foung
are listed for each locale. Even if you
haven’t gone bird watching for years
(such as your editor) this book will
definitely be a help. E-mail Steve at
gonebirding88@hotmail.com

New Year’'s Resolutions 2009
This year | resolve to

Go camping and enjoy it

Go birding

Get and keep fit

Read and enjoy a nature book

Go on a substantial hike

Learn a new star and constellation
Go biking

Volunteer at a Sierra event

Go to Earth Day at Phoenix Park
Visit an unfamiliar State Park
Write to a legislator once a month
Go to at least one CV Group meeti
Enjoy the results of the Nov electio
Listen to some acoustic folk music
Go canoeing or kayaking

“Hey, that seems like a pretty big list, a
it doesn’t include my resolutions.”

OK, but remember you've a whole yeal
to enjoy. And you may add or subtract
the resolutions list. But HAVE a list an

ENJOY your life and ENJOY the out-oft

doors!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Jon Stravers entertained us with Missis-
sippi River songs after his presentation
at our November 5 monthly meeting!




Mini-Directory — Chippewa Valley Group

Chair Barbara Thomas* E5190 650th Avenue Menomonie WI 54751
Vice Chair/Env Ed  Margo Miller* 221 Washington St Eau Claire W1 54701
Treasurer Eleanor Wolf 1810 Birch St Eau Claire WI 54703
Secretary Terri Shewczyk* 620 Deyo St Eau Claire W1 54703
Political/lJMC Del.  Caryn Treiber* N9021 590th St Colfax WI 54730
Outings/Earthgreen  Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751

ExCom Member Don Nelson* 3728 Alf Ave Eau Claire WI 54701

ExCom Member Bill Bean* E5095 Interlachen Blvd Eleva W1 54738
Programs Don Smith 623 Jefferson St Mondovi WI 54755
Conservation open

Newsletter, web pg  Bob St. Louis 3352 Fear St Eau Claire WI 54701

John Muir Chapter  Shahla Werner 222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1 Madison WI 53703
Archivist Virginia Hansis 1718 Royal Ct Eau Claire WI 54701
Membership Patty Henry 2014 Ruby Ln Eau Claire WI 54703

Ice Age Tr/Publicity Richard Smith 27200 145th St New Auburn WI 54757
Population Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751
Calendar Sales Dave Rice 1415 Highland Ave Eau Claire W1 54701
Computer Liaison Libby Stupak 2228 Windsong Ct Eau Claire W1 54703

* Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).
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