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March Monthly Meeting
Canoeing Canada
Wednesday, Mar 5, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

Former Eau Claire resideRick Kark
has explored many wilderness rivers.
His biggest challenge, however, came
last summer on Canada's South Na-
hanni River. It was a grueling, fright-
ening, lengthy, but ultimately very sat-
isfying trip. He traveled with just one
other long-time canoeing buddy. In
solo whitewater canoes they traveled
325 miles through deep canyons past
show capped peaks. The Nahanni Na-
tional Park is near the Yukon border in
the Northwest Territories. It can only
be accessed by boat or plane. Most
canoeists are flown into sites on the
main upper river. Rick and his com-
panion, however, began their trip on a
seldom paddled tributary called the
Little Nahanni. Guidebooks say it is
for "extremely skilled paddlers only".
Those who come to hear Rick's story
and to see his slides will learn why the
first 8 days of their trip were especially
challenging. After that they were able
to enjoy the incredible scenery of the
South Nahanni is a more relaxed man-
ner. Not that there weren't more big
rapids to run. They portaged past and
gazed back in wonder at thundering
Virginia Falls. Then came a series of
four gorgeous canyons. After 26 days
on the river they finally arrived at their
take out point where Rick's friend
mounted his small motor scooter and
spent three days traveling the 675
miles back up to the Little Nahanni
put-in where he had left his SUV. Now
that was an adventure in itselfl What
did Rick do those three days? Find this
out and much more at his talk and
slide presentation.

April Monthly Meeting
Earthgreen Award
Wednesday, April 2, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

BUILDING A BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY COMMU-
NITY IN EAU CLAIRE

Have you tried to bicycle or walk along
Hastings Way? Dangerous! Have you
tried to walk or bike across Hastings
Way? Life threatening!

Now, consider an alternative urban de-
sign/philosophy in, of all places, Bogota,
Columbia. There, former Mayor Pena-
losa jettisoned a plan to build an elevated
beltway around Bogota and instead spent
the money on paved walkways, bike-
ways, sports facilities and parks. Pena-
losa states "The least of the least that a
democratic society should have is quality
public pedestrian space for people to be
able to go out and see their city. These
things are not some sort of luxury, this is
the beginning of compensation for the
enormous inequality that there is in soci-
ety. "

Can Eau Claire adopt Bogota's commu-
nity-building model? A good place to
start may be the redevelopment plan for
Hastings Way.Jeremy Gragert, 2008
Earth Green recipient, will present a pro-
posal to increase bicycle/pedestrian ac-
cess and safety along a redeveloped
Hastings Way, from Clairemont to Birch
Street at the April 2nd meeting,.

Meet for dinner at 5:30 at Stella Blue's,
306 E. Madison Street --and both meet-
ings are at North Star Middle School,
2711 Abbe Hill Dr, Eau Claire.

BIKE ROUTE



Special Thanks to JIM FORSTER,
Dunn County Conservationist
on his retirement

Jim Forster has served Dunn County
for 34 years as County Conservation-
ist. The trouble with Jim is, you never
know where he’ll be. Sometimes he’s
in his office. Often he has convened
experts out in the field somewhere to
have a hands on look at a problem.
Sometimes he’s mucking around with
hydrologists to consider wetland is-

My dear friends, Roscoe (below) may no
longer be with us in person, but he will
always be with us in Spirit. | hope his
words inspire you to keep fighting, just
like they do me. -Webster, Wl 2/8/08

Remembering Roscoe

by Laura Furtman

(ed’s note:Roscoe Churchilbf Ladys-
mith was a longtime mining activist)

Dear Friends,

Tomorrow it will be one year that
Roscoe has been gone. And | really
miss him. Much has happened in the
world of mining since then, and you can
bet that if our dear friend were still with
us, he would have been in the middle of
the latest battles we face - offering in-

sues; sometimes in a barnyard to look spiration and advice as we fight Kenne-

at runoff issues. He may be in a con-

cott's push to mine in Michigan's Upper

ference room with invited experts and Peninsula and Minnesota's Aitkin

citizens to consider possible environ-

County, Polymet's proposal to build a

mental impacts of a particular develop huge open pit metallic sulfide mine be-

ment. Or, he may have called on his

tween Hoyt Lakes and Babbitt, Minne-

friends who have pontoons to take citi- sota, Aquila Resources' exploration and
zens or groups out on Lake Menomin development activities near Stephenson,
to point out the beauty of the surround Michigan, and the horrendous proposal
ings and the threats that are present if to mine the Pebble Deposit in southwest
we citizens aren’t more thoughtful in  Alaska's Bristol Bay region. We've
protecting this great resource. Starting taken some real hits on each front over

every February, he’s involved with the the past year, and that's why | thought,

Dunn County Alliance of Sportsmen
and Conservation Groups (including
our Chippewa Valley Group Sierrans)
to organize the summer fishing event
for special needs folks. It is the high-
light of the summer for many of our
special friends. And, I've heard tell
he’s pretty good at flipping fish at the
local church Friday evenings during
Lent. Talk about a well-rounded EX-
PERT and you have Jim Forster.
Thanks, Jim, for your work for all of
us.-Barbara Thomas, Chair, CVG

Newsletter via e-mail
Soon this newsletter will be available
in an e-mailed version! Many have
asked about getting their newsletter
via e-mail in order to save paper anc
postage. We're working out a solutig
to your request, and soon we'll be a
to deliver the newsletter by e-mail if
you'd like to receive it in this manner.
If you want to switch to the new Chif
pewa Valley Sierra e-Newsletter,
please send an e-mail to
STLOUIR@UWEC.EDU
so we can add your name to the dist
bution list. Think of all the trees and
other resources you'll be saving!
-Richard Smith
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N twenty-five years have gone by and they
Dlestill are not mining. We just cannot stop

UW-Milwaukee Conference on
Global Climate Change and Sus-
tainable Development

Double Tree Hotel, Milwaukee, WI
April 24 & 25, 2008

on this one-year anniversary of
Roscoe's passing, | would pass along
something | heard him say to his friends
at Crandon after a particularly hard
blow delivered by the courts:

" My friends, | came here today not
only out of a sense of duty but because
wanted to spend this day with you. |
have five children, and as each new one
came on the scene, | wondered if my
love could be stretched to cover one
more. It was just no problem at all. And
when | look at you today, | have no
trouble stretching my love to take all of
you into my heart. | have no better
friends than you. | know you are sad
and very disappointed ... But | want you
to know that | first came to Crandon in
1976, when minerals were discovered
near here and Exxon was ready to begir
mining as soon as possible. Well,

Approximately 35 speakers are sched-
uled. The following sessions are

planned:

(1) Effects of climate change on eco
logical systems (2) Urban planning
for CO;, reduction (3) Global climate
change and health (4) Concrete, the
green building material for the

21st century (5) Impact and opportu
ties of climate change (6) The prom
ises of renewable energy (7) Interna
tional energy dimensions of climate
change (8) Carbon neutral architec;
ture in light of 2030 challenge

(9) Great Lakes responses to climat
change

what we are doing." - (RC, March
2001) A Poster Session about current re-
search is also being organized.
Additional information can be found
http://mww.uwm.edu/Dept/CBU/

seminars/GCCSDI-Conference.pdf

| also heard Roscoe say a few years
later;: "Don't be depressed. Put on your
_ fighting clothes. | will fight them till the
I-day I die." As you know, the Crandon
proposal was laid to rest - for good - in
October 2003.

-from Krista James
jamesk@uwstout.edu




Outings & Events - Paul Ebel

Apr 19*/Sat
Roughneck Bike Ride

An early season 22 mile bicycle ride
southeast of Mondovi. A challenging
route with a couple of long hills and
many short gnarlies, but a very nice
ride on mostly township roads with
some gravel. Mountain bikes work
best. Meet at 9:30 AM in at the Naples
School located east of Mondovi on
Hwy 10, then south on Hwy BB 1 mile
to the school..

-Libby & John Stupak, 833-1941 or
STUPAKLS@HOTMAIL.COM.

Apr 15/Tue 7:00PM Mississippi:
Tales of the Last River Rat

UWEC Schofield Hall

Includes Kenny Salwey in person
along with a showing of his special
BBC film on life close to nature along
the Mississippi River. Tickets at the
UWEC Svc. Center or call 836-3727

BEAVER CREEK RESERVE
EVENTS — phone 715/877-2212
For details visit Calendar at

www.beavercreekreserve.org

Mar 8/Sat 9:30AM
Bluebird Program

Mar 17/Mon 7PM

Owl Prowl

Mar 18/Tue 7PM
GoingGreen— Small Steps
Mar 30/Sun 1PM

Maple Syrup Sunday

Apr 5/Sat 10AM

Nordic Walking

Apr 25/26 7PM/10:30AM
Craig Blacklock Photograpy

Apr 29/Tue 7PM
Frog Fest

ICE AGE TRAIL EVENTS
www.iatchippewa.org

Mar 17/Mon 6PM

Chapter Meeting — CF Public Library
Apr 12/Sat

Chippewa 50K Trail Run
Chippewa50.com

Apr 16-20 Campbellsport

50th Anniversary Celebration

Apr 27/Sun
Outdoor Expo —Minneapolis

May 4/Sun 1PM
“First Sunday” Hike

Apr 19/Sat 5:30-7:30AM

Annual Crane Count

The EC County pre-count meeting will
be 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 1, in the
Red Cedar Room of the Phillips Publig
Library. The annual count will be from
5:30 to 7:30 a.m. Saturday, April 19.

For EC County counters, a breakfast
will follow at Country Kitchen on

REMINDER

Visit our booth and many others
at Phoenix Park in downtown
Eau Claire on Earth Day, Satur-
day, April 26, 2008

Clairemont Avenue. Karen Voss at
mjvoss@chipvalley.com or 835-0835.
Leader-Telegram Field Notes 2/22/08

OVERPOPULATION — by Paul Ebel

Overpopulation is a topic that has, in re-
cent years, been below the horizon, in
the environmental media. There has been
a general avoidance of examining solu-
tions , because they are viewed as being
politically loaded. Immigration control,
sex education, teen birth control, govern-
ment funding for family planning, are
pretty much off the table. Additionally,
many people are unaware, in denial, or
just do not care, that the huge human
footprint is crushing the natural world.

Everywhere one looks the effects of too
many people are obvious. In this country,
gridlock on our highways is increasing,
coastal fisheries are being depleted,
groundwater supplies are shrinking and
being polluted. Very evident is the sub-
urban and industrial sprawl causing
shrinking forests, farmlands, and resul-
tant habitat loss. World wide, we see,
ever higher energy prices, the highest
extinction rates, since the dinosaurs died
out, and large amounts of forced human
migration, contributing to political insta-
bilities. Mass migrations from impover-
ished countries are increasing the spread
of exotic communicable diseases. High
population densities are a major con-
tributor to over grazing and desertifica-
tion of formerly productive lands. Con-
flicts are on the rise as people compete
for diminishing natural resources, such
as water, agricultural lands, petroleum,
and valuable metals. And undoubtedly,
rising human population and their use of
fossil fuels is the largest factor in global
warming.

Now, as it is becoming so overwhelm-
ingly apparent that the natural earth, and
its resources are starting to slide down-
hill as never before, overpopulation is
being understood to be the largest pres-
sure on the ecological health of the
planet. The Sierra club and other envi-
ronmental groups need to be more active
in encouraging their members to help
people to become aware how overpopu-
lation is affecting the world ecology, and
how lack of control of population growth
will damage the future lives of their chil-
dren and grandchildren.



BIKING EUROPE IN TANDEM —by Don Smith

At our February program we followd®eg and Gene Endersn some of the eight bike trips they have made on
European trips organized by Bicycle Adventure QBBC).

In their excellent slide / lecture program we shdtesir adventures on trips in Germany, Austrianée and the
Netherlands. The daily rides ranged from 30 to 6@@®miles.

The Enders’ have found that travel by tandem i$ tmegshem because they can stay together, anddbaibined
pedal-power moves them faster. Also, two sets e§@n the road makes biking safer. They use amustonpact
model made by Bike Friday, an Oregon based firngiffiandem folds into a case which is easily shipgelug-

gage.

BAC-planned trips offer several advantages -- thides were top-notch, lodgings and meals are vietined ,
luggage is transported by van, and participantsyethie company and friendship of dedicated cycteavelers.
The routes and schedules are flexible enough eavdbir side trips and stops for “smell-the-rosegeriences.
Thus, the scenery, points of special interest andlIculture can be savored and appreciated asdesi

The hilly Provence District of France was the Estarost physically difficult terrain to navigate bicycle
friendly Netherlands, they unexpectedly found thatmultiplicity of bike paths and the closely spaccrowded
towns required much concentration to keep on codisere, a canal barge served as their hotel,tamalsi floated
to a new location every day while the bikers wanehe road.

You can reach the Bicycle Adventure Club at wweybleadventureclub.org , and Bike Friday at www.
bikefriday.com



cores from Greenland. These extend
the record of sea surface temperature
and atmospheric Cack as far as
890,000 ybp. This record demon-
strates the close correlation between
high atmospheric C£n warm periods
and low CQ in glacial periods. Sig-
nificantly, it shows that the past GO

Geologic Records of Global Cli-
mate Change
by Joe Conrad

At the January meetin@r. Christine
Smith Siddoway, of Colorado Col-
lege, gave us an excellent view of the
scope of geological studies in Antarc-
tica and how they relate to climate  levels at the warmest peaks of tem-
change. In addition to current condi- Perature were about 300 ppm. Cur-
tions, researchers look at both the re- rently we are at 380 ppm, projected to
cent and distant past. Geology takes aise to ~500 ppm in 2050 (~40 years
three dimensional view of the earth, ~ahead). These natural cycles of CO
the surface area and the depths, but and T are over periods of 1000s of
extends that to the fourth dimension of Years.

time. Normally one thinks these geo-

|Ogic Ume Sca|es are too |Ong to have C. The fascinating existence of Lake
any relevance to current human activ- Vostok (about the size of Lake On-
ity, yet evidence shows that climate ~ tario) which is only one of ~150 bod-
Changes can take place over times ies of water which lie deep under the

highly relevant to human society if not Antarctic Ice Cap. To be researched
to the lifetime of a single person. are the extent to which these lakes are

part of a huge “cryo-hydrological sys-
Much emphasis is placed on the polar tem” which may drain into the sea as
regions because that is where changeswell as the interaction of this system
are most extreme and which show up with the bedrock of the continent.
perhaps more clearly. Christine’s spe-
cial research interest centers in AntarcD. Research on other bedrock feature
tica. However, she presented results including the well-known Trans-
from other research projects in that Antarctic Mountain Range with its ice

huge region as well as some results ~ free “dry valleys” and dormant volca-
from the North. noes as well as (relatively) newly dis-

covered Gamburtsev Mountain Range
(in East Antarctica) which is totally
“subglacial”--its highest elevation of
A. The colossal event of the draining 3400 meters still 600 meters (1/3 mile)
of vast amounts of fresh water from ~ below the ice cap.

glacial lake Agassiz into the north At-
lantic about 8200 ybp (years before
present). Inthe North Atlantic, this

Some highlights follow:

E. The ANDRILL project to obtain
sediment cores in the Antarctic Ocean

upset the normally stable global These cores range up to 100 million
“sconveyer belt” of cold, salty water ~ Ybp and can indicate whether the
sinking in the North Atlantic and flow- 0cean at the time was completely ice
ing south in the abyssal sea. (Warm, free (warmer), dominated by ice bergs
less salty ocean flows northward near (intermediate), or completely covered
the surface.) This is part of the world- By continuous ice shelves (colder).
wide “thermohaline circula- The transitions are easily visible and
tion” (THC) which redistributes heat, Sometimes quite sharp indicating rela-
and mixes saltier and “fresher” ocean tively rapid climate change (within
water. This particular (relatively short these time scales).

term) event had a dramatic effect on

the climate of northern Europe. This F. Two extreme periods in Earth's
change was over a term of decades or history: 1. (280-340 Million ybp) with

at most only a few centuries. very low CQ levels compared today
which was extremely cold 2. (440-

490 Million ybp) with very high CQ@

B. The Antarctic ice cores (EPICA )
(4000-7000 ppm) which was a swelter-

and Vostok) which correlate with

ing, “hothouse” earth. The later
changed when much of the @@as
sequestered by the formation of lime-
stone, CaCg@

These examples go to the elucidation
of three pertinent questions or aspects
of today’s climate science: 1. changes
in sea levels 2. alteration of the THC
3. changes in the earth’s “albedo” (the
relative amount of solar radiation re-
flected away to space). Of critical
concern to human society is how fast
these changes occur.

In all of the great swings in the Earth’s
climate (some of them geologically
rapid) dominant species or whole
groups of species have been driven to
extinction. A question for today’s
peak species is whether it can muster
its superior reasoning ability and pre-
vent climate change deleterious to its
continued well being.

Further reading on these topics is eas-
ily available--just Google the subject.
Wikipedia is a fair place to start. All
the usual warnings about accuracy of
sources on the internet (as elsewhere)
apply. NSF and NASA sources are
quite reliable.

It is rare for the general public to hear
a first rate scientist give such an infor-
mative talk to a group of ordinary
folks. We thank Dr. Siddoway for this
outstanding science outreach. Our
crowd count, ca. 125. Any errors here
are those of the reporter (JC.)



Mini-Directory — Chippewa Valley Group

Chair Barbara Thomas* E5190 650th Avenue Menomonie WI 54751 235-9771
Vice Chair open

Treasurer Eleanor Wolf* 1810 Birch St Eau Claire WI 54703 835-4829
Political/lJMC Del.  Caryn Treiber* N9021 590th St Colfax WI 54730 632-2055
Outings/Earthgreen  Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
Env. Education Margo Miller* 221 Washington St Eau Claire W1 54701 835-4549
ExCom Member Bill Bean* E5095 Interlachen Blvd Eleva WI 54738 878-4654
ExCom Member Terri Schewczyk* @26yo St Eau Claire WI 54703 577-8653
Programs Don Smith 623 Jefferson St Mondovi WI 54755 926-5107
Conservation open

Sec’y, Newsletter Bob St. Louis 3352 Fear St Eau Claire WI 54701 834-3774
John Muir Chapter  Shahla Werner 222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1 Madison WI 53703 608-256-0565
Archivist Virginia Hansis 1718 Royal Ct Eau Claire WI 54701 832-0547
Membership Patty Henry 2014 Ruby Ln Eau Claire WI 54703 832-1387
Ice Age Tr/Publicity Richard Smith 27200 145th St New Auburn WI 54757 967-2164
Population Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
Calendar Sales Dave Rice 1415 Highland Ave Eau Claire W1 54701 835-3490
Computer Liason Libby Stupak 2228 Windsong Ct Eau Claire WI 54703 833-1941

* Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).
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