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March 
4             Monthly Meeting 
               Visit Orkney Islands 
16           Ice Age Trail Chap. Mtg. 
24           Crane Count Meeting 
 
April  
1             Monthly Meeting 
               Dinner/Earthgreen Award 

March Monthly Meeting 
Visit the Orkney Islands 
Wednesday, Mar 4, 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 
 
UWEC art professor Sandra Starck 
will take us through the Orkneys with 
a power point presentation at the 
March meeting. These rock bound is-
lands lie in the stormy Atlantic just 
north of Scotland.  Prof. Starck has 
visited there for extended periods, 
where she immersed in the culture, and 
her artistic eye has feasted on the rug-
ged beauty of the place. The islanders 
are of mostly Viking blood. Their sea-
faring ancestors settled in the Orkneys 
around 800 A.D. and probably lived 
side by side with the Pictish first in-
habitants. Later, Viking incursions into 
Scotland and Ireland were launched 
from the Orkneys, and the islands were 
a way-station for Norse expeditions to 
Iceland and Greenland.  Besides en-
joying the pictures, we will learn about 
the society and new green energy ex-
periments being conducted in the sur-
rounding seas. These investigate the 
feasibility of electric generation from 
both wave action and the powerful 
tidal surges which occur in the high 
latitudes. If proven to be economically 
viable, the electricity would be moved 
by underwater cables to Scotland and 
England. ***We may visit with Sandra 
at Stella Blue's, where we have a 
quick supper at 5:30. The meeting is at 
North Star Middle School at 7:30. 

April Monthly Meeting 
Dinner and Earthgreen Award 
April 1, Unitarian Church 
 
The first Gaylord Nelson Earth Green 
Dinner will be held Wed., April 1 in the 
Unitarian Church basement at 421 S. Far-
well St., Eau Claire. Park in the corner lot 
on Farwell/Gray St and enter the basement 
on Gray St. 
6:00 Wine and Conversation 
6:30 Dinner 
7:30 Program 
This is a Fundraiser!  Our Group needs ad-
ditional $$$ this year to support the Autumn 
Assembly to be held here.  Make your reser-
vation before March 25: $20 single, $35 
couple (specify meat or vegetarian)  Call 
Eleanor Wolf at 835-4829 or e-mail:
ELLEWOLF1@HOTMAIL.COM 
 
Dinner menu by Master Chef, Sue Smith: 
 
· Pasta with Pomodoro Sauce or Ital-

ian Sausage Puttanesca 
· Sicilian Salad 
· Foccacia Bread 
· Spumoni Ice Cream 
 

APRIL 1 PROGRAM: 
2009 EARTH GREEN RECIPIENT: 
SEAN HARTNETT, "RELUCTANT AC-
TIVIST"  

UWEC Geography Professor Sean Hart-
nett will be honored for his many efforts to 
protect the Lower Chippewa River. (Some 
of us recall that emeritus UWEC Geogra-
pher Adam Cahow also received our 
Earthgreen award, for Ice Age Trail work)  
Hartnett ’s interest in the River began with 
family outings on the River. In 1996, he 
helped plan and justify the Lower Chippewa 
State Natural Area. The initially "reluctant 
activist" also became involved with UWEC 
riverbank and Phoenix Park planning to 
good ends, as we shall hear! 

Welcome, New Members! 
November 2008 

Altoona  Robert J Schmidt  Augusta  
Judith M Willink   Boyd  Dayna & 
David Myers   Chippewa Falls  
Blane Christman, Harriet Mathews   
Cumberland  Douglas Huebner   
Eau Claire  Jill Barland, Shawn 
Brunner, Jeff Cepek,  Joshua Miller   
Ladysmith  Karsten Wedwick 

WISCONSIN.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CHIPPEWA 

5             “First Sunday” IAT Hike 
18           Crane Count 
25           Earth Day –Owen Park 
26           Roughneck Bike Ride 
May 
3             New Ice Age Bike Ride 
17          SIERRA CENTURY!!  



MORE SUSTAINABILITY - 
The Elegance of a Wind Generator 
-Barbara Thomas, Group Chair 
 
 February 3, 2009: “Be sure to dress 
warmly, as this is an outdoor event and 
may take some time...takes half an hour 
for the crane to get set up, and usually 
another half hour for the crane to lift the 
tower.”          ——> 
    
That was the e-mail with invitation to 
observe the raising of a l20 foot tower to 
support a 20 kW wind generator over in 
the hills just north of the hamlet of Wil-
son, Wisconsin. This is the start of Wis-
consin’s Wind-Brewed Beer on Dave’s 
BrewFarm, a sustainably based craft 
brewery. The wind generator is but one 
piece of the sustainable aspect of the 
BrewFarm. Geothermal heating/cooling 
and solar thermal are also in the picture. 
Greywater recycling will handle the 
brewery’s wastewater, which will be re-
used in the hopyard and the orchards of 
Little Wolf Farmstead, the agricultural 
component of this project. 
 
   The BrewFarm is an innovative dem-
onstration project showcasing the latest 
in renewable and sustainable business 
practices and rural development. 
“Leading by Example” is the intention.  
   Back to Feb. 3---who could stay home 
when this event was so near by? Minus 
20 degrees could not deter sturdy Sier-
rans and several dozen other folks Many 
trekked up the icy hill in the farmyard for 
better viewing; others found view-space 
from their car windows parked along the 
rural road. The big crane arrived and got 
set up. A poet arrived from River Falls to 
mark the event! Then the hard work 
started. Try as it would, the crane could 
not lift the tower with generator. Fearing 
for feet and hands that would never thaw, 
we left for warm coffee in town, finding 
out later that the tower did rise eventu-
ally that day. Dave is happy to share his 
visuals of the tower-raising, and invites 
Sierrans to come by and see for our-
selves some time.  

 

Chippewa Valley Group’s 2009 Environmental Education Grant Awards 
 

Once again area schools submitted interesting proposals for our Sierra Club Envi-
ronmental Education Committee to consider.  Members of the committee are Sue 
Smith, Emily Moore, Donna Martin and Margo Miller .  (Don Smith has very 
graciously joined us when we were short a committee member.)  The past two 
years we have met at Stella Blues prior to our regular monthly meeting to con-
sider applications.   Grants awarded this year went to: Barron High School, 
Colfax Schools, and Chippewa Falls Middle School. 
 
Barron students who belong to the Conservation Club and meet participation 
requirements are rewarded with a Year End Adventure trip. On these trips mem-
bers learn more about areas they are helping to protect as members of the Conser-
vation Club. This year, Club members will explore the Apostle Islands as they 
camp there for three days. ***  Colfax students from Global Science and Envi-
ronmental Education classes will develop models, lessons and games that will 
teach students about the importance of reducing the amount of phosphorus that is 
getting into the Red Cedar Watershed. Other grade levels will participate in these 
hands-on activities during their annual Earth Day event.  ***  “Worms To The 
Rescue” is an interesting project that 6th through 8th graders will be working on. 
This will be an ongoing project that has a potential to reach more than 500 Chip-
pewa Falls Middle School students as well as the community. Students will use 
worm compost containers to turn vegetable and fruit garbage scraps into soil-
enriching compost for local gardens or city flower beds. They  will learn about 
garbage and how it can be turned into useful fertilizer by using the scraps from 
the school’s salad bar, thus keeping these scraps out of landfills.  
Sixth grade Monarch Team students from Chippewa Falls received a grant for 
their Lake Wissota State Park Service Project. They will identify and remove in-
vasive knapweed from the Park prairie. There will be other activities at the park 
such as orienteering and a naturalist teaching about forestry. 
If you might be interested in joining our Committee please contact me, at   
quill@gtcinternet.com  or  715/835-4549                               --Margo Miller  



Events - Paul Ebel 
 
Apr 26*/Sun  9:30 AM 
Roughneck Bike Ride 
Note: This year’s ride is on Sunday.  
This is an early 22 mile bicycle ride in 
the hills southeast of Mondovi.  It’s a  
challenging route with a couple of long 
hills and many short gnarlies on town-
ship roads with some gravel.  Moun-
tain bikes work best. Meet at 9:30 AM 
at Western Dairyland Community Ac-
tion Center (formerly Naples School) 
located east of Mondovi on Hwy 10, 
then south on Hwy BB for 1 mile. 
Libby & John Stupak, 833-1941 or 
STUPAKLS@HOTMAIL.COM. 

Mar 7/Sat  6 PM 
Aldo Leopold ‘Wild Game” Ban-
quet –Hunt Hill Audubon, Sarona 
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This event will sell out quickly, so 
make your reservations early. Deadline 
for reservations is March 2nd. $15/
person.  Nikki at 715 635-6543 or  
program@hunthill.org 
 
ICE AGE TRAIL EVENTS 
Mar 16/Mon  6 PM 
Chapter Meeting – CF Public Library 
Apr 5/Sun  1PM 
“First Sunday” Hike 
Apr 25/Sat 
Chippewa 50K Trail Run 
Chippewa50.com. 
Richard at 967-2164 or 
www.iceagetrail.org/
ChippewaMoraine/calendar.htm 
 
Apr 25/Sat 
EARTH DAY 2009 
This year’s Earth Day celebration in 
Eau Claire will be in Owen Park, so 
why not stop by and say hello to us 
when you are there? 

 
 

 
May 3/Sun  10 AM 
New Ice Age Bike Ride 
Join the EC Pie Riders for a 40 mile 
ride out of Cornell. Eleanor 835-4829  
ellewolf1@hotmail.com 
 
May 17/Sun* 
Sierra Century Bike Tour 
More details in our next newsletter. 
Info: Dick Johnston  726-1446 or 
djrunner124@hotmail.com 
 
Apr 18/Sat  Early morning 
34th Annual Crane Count 
Eau Claire County  The pre-count 
orientation meeting will be at 7 PM on 
Tuesday, March 24 downstairs in the 
LE Phillips Library. Karen Voss  835-
0835 or mjvoss@chipvalley.com 
Dunn County  Contact Lori McNown  
664-8778; lmcnown@cruiskeen.com 
Chippewa County  Contact Jim 
Schwiebert at 834-0040 or 
jschwiebert@sbcglobal.net 
International Crane Foundation 
Alyssa Rod  608-356-9462 x116 
www.savingcranes.org 
 

 
 

REMINDER 
 
Visit our booth and many others 
at  Phoenix Park in downtown 
Eau Claire on Earth Day, Satur-
day, April 26, 2008 

 

Apr 2/Thur  6:30-8:00 PM 
West Wisconsin Land Trust 
Annual meeting at the Mabel Tainter 
Guest speaker:  John Hildebrand 
www.wwlt.org/ 
 
BCR EVENTS –  715/877-2212 -
For details visit Calendar at 
beavercreekreserve.org 
Mar 7/Sat  9:30AM Bluebird Prog. 
Mar 16/Mon  7 PM  Owl Prowl 
Mar 29/Sun  1:30 PM  Maple 
Syrup Sunday 
 

Newsletter via E-Mail vs Snail- 
Mail  

 
   Many of you have given us, or  na-
tional Sierra Club, your e-mail ad-
dresses.  Out of a total of 603 Jan/Feb 
newsletters we were able to e-mail 216 
(36%), vs  387 snail mail paper B/W 
copies (64%).  We’ve heard many posi-
tive comments about the colors in the e-
mailed (attachment) version, and it‘s 
easy to print a paper copy using your 
home printer. 
   We encourage the e-mail version to 
save money and trees.    If  the newslet-
ters can be promptly uploaded to our 
website, I’ll probably e-mail you the link 
to the newsletter in your e-mail message 
and not attach it.  The color newsletter 
may download with about one mouse 
click on the link (or paste the URL into 
your browser‘s address box).  The news-
letter arrives as a 1 to 3 MB PDF file.  
This gives you timely e-mail reminders 
of what’s coming up.   
   In the future there can be more articles  
and photos in the e-mailed (or online) 
version than is economical in the print / 
mail version. 
   If you received the “snail-mailed” ver-
sion please consider switching to e-mail, 
or otherwise discontinue your mailings.  
But be sure to sample the recent e-
mailed version at 
 

wisconsin.sierraclub.org/chippewa 
 

Click on the Newsletter link at the bot-
tom of the page.  If you like this ap-
proach and wish to switch, please send 
your e-mail address to us or national Si-
erra Club. Then we’ll e-mail you the at-
tachment or link, depending on what‘s 
available at the time. 
   If you prefer getting the B/W newslet-
ter, just ignore this column.  We’ll con-
tinue to send the paper version as long as 
we can afford it.  
    If, perchance, you no longer want or 
need the paper version, please tell me, 
and I’ll stop it. 
 
   Thanks much for your attention!! 
-ed    .STLOUIR2002@YAHOO.COM 
:-) 



 

FEBRUARY 4 PROGRAM:   RAFTING THROUGH HELL’S CANYON  – by Don Smith 
 
Ken Schreiber, DNR water quality specialist and avid outdoors man, gave our Group a wild rafting trip on the rap-
ids and fast water of the Snake River which runs on the Idaho -Oregon border.  His power point presentation was 
screened with great clarity by the fine new projector which has come to the North Star media office.   
 
Upper Hell’s Canyon is deeper and narrower than is Grand Canyon, and the river gradient is steeper, so there is 
little flat water in this stretch of the Snake. .Ken’s party of 6 traveled in two inflatable rafts carrying all the gear and 
supplies they would need.  Rules require the rafters to bring everything out with them, human waste included, to 
keep the area pristine. 
 
The group took time to fish, especially for the Columbia River Basin white sturgeon which can reach 15 feet and 
weight 1500 pounds. These primitive bottom feeders are caught using heavy rods and casting reels, 60 pound line 
and barbless hooks baited with hunks of bait fish. The biggest one they caught was a 9 footer estimated to weigh 
300 pounds. It took two men, taking turns, about 90 minutes to beach it.  Catch and release is the rule for sturgeon 
fishing because of their slow reproduction rate.  Older fish have very high mercury levels from atmospheric   
deposition into soils and water over time, as is the case here in Wisconsin.. 
 
Rafters see evidence of early 1900’s attempts at farming and ranching in the canyon, but the dry conditions and 100 
plus degree summer days burned the homesteaders out. Thus, a wild and scenic river was saved from development 
except for the several dams which harness it for electricity. 
 
Hell’s canyon is backpacker-accessible by trails on both sides of the river.  It is tough country.  Besides the heat, 
cactus, scorpions and rattlesnakes make things interesting.  Water can be had from clear running side creeks, and 
Ken found that camp sites are plentiful but there isn’t much traffic because of the tough conditions.  Rafting and 
kayak permits are required, to control traffic. These permits may take a year or more in coming.  

Virginia Hansis, CV Group Archivist, with speaker Ken 
Schreiber following our February 4, 2009 meeting at 

North Star Middle School 
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The world is adding people at unprecedented rates.  At present, the globe has 6.7 billion people, up from 1 billion, in a little 
more than 100 years.  Population experts suggest world human numbers will be 9.4 billion by 2050.  The United States popu-
lation is about 310 million and is expected to hit 1 billion in 2075. This rapid US growth is especially troubling because, with 
4% of the world's population, we gobble up 25% of the world's resources.  It has been calculated that to bring the rest of the 
world up to the level of the US middle class lifestyle would require the resources of 5 earths.  The United Stated growth rate is 
similar to many 2nd and 3rd world countries.  Population growth is greatest in poor counties, which are the least equipped to 
deal with the pressures of ever increasing citizen numbers, and have little ability to slow them.  Many African and Middle 
Eastern regions are projected to grow by 50% in just 25 years.  The only bright spots in world population growth are some 
European countries, which are at or near zero population growth. 
   A tremendous environmental problem that is emerging is that countries with huge populations, like China and India are rap-
idly industrializing, and quickly increasing their use of use of fossil fuels.  Global atmospheric CO2 increases are ramping up, 
accelerating global warming. 
   The overwhelming challenge is to find ways to help countries with high birthrates to get control of their growth.  But this is a 
hugely difficult.  Most intervention strategies are problematic to implement.  Sex education, family planning, promotion of 
women's rights, which have been very useful in reducing birthrates, often are unacceptable in many countries because of pov-
erty, custom, or religion.  And governments of poor countries often just do not have the money or organization to put birthrate 
reduction strategies in play.  At this point, there is appears there is to be little that can slow population growth, short of war or 
pestilence.  And currently, there seems to be not much effort by nonprofits and world governments to recognize the upcoming 
population catastrophe and create the plans and financing to even begin to head off the population storm.  
   Just as the economic crisis blindsided us, even though a number of voices predicted it, overpopulation has the potential to do 
the same, and, certainly, with much worse consequences for humanity and the natural world. 

Joe Conrad, R, instructing Barbara Thomas and Tom Clarke in the use of a  
Nikon Digital Single Lens Reflex camera for nature photography.  Photogra-
phy Excursion Outing, July 19, 2008, Spring Valley             Photo:  Paul Ebel�



Chair                           Barbara Thomas*           E5190  650th Avenue   Menomonie WI 54751                           235-9771 

Vice Chair/Env Edu   Margo Miller*                221 Washington St   Eau Claire WI 54701                                 835-4549 

Treasurer                    Eleanor Wolf                  1810 Birch St  Eau Claire WI 54703                                          835-4829 

Political/JMC Del.      Caryn Treiber*               N9021 590th St   Colfax WI 54730                                            632-2055 

Events/Earthgreen      Paul Ebel*                      P.O. Box 141  Menomonie WI 54751                                  651-335-8759 

ExCom Member         Bill Bean*                       E5095 Interlachen Blvd   Eleva WI 54738                                 878-4654 

Secretary                    Terri Schewczyk*           620 Deyo St  Eau Claire WI 54703                                             577-8653 

Computer Liason        Don Nelson*                   3728 Alf Ave  Eau Claire WI 54703                                           831-6210 

Programs                    Don Smith                       623 Jefferson St   Mondovi WI 54755                                        926-5107           

Conservation              open 

Newsletter/Web Pg     Bob St. Louis                  3352 Fear St  Eau Claire WI 54701                                            834-3774 

John Muir Chapter     Shahla Werner                222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1   Madison WI 53703                 608-256-0565 

Archivist                     Virginia Hansis               1718 Royal Ct   Eau Claire WI 54701                                        832-0547 

Membership               Patty Henry                     2014 Ruby Ln   Eau Claire WI 54703                                         832-1387 

Ice Age Tr/Publicity   Richard Smith                 27200 145th St   New Auburn WI 54757                                    967-2164 

Population                  Paul Ebel*                      P.O. Box 141   Menomonie WI 54751                                 651-335-8759           

Calendar Sales            Dave Rice                       1415 Highland Ave   Eau Claire WI 54701                                835-3490 

Sierra Century Ride    Gene Enders                   1325 Timber Rd   Eau Claire WI 54701                                     834-9257 

 * Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).                                         Except as otherwise noted, all area codes are 715 
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