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May Monthly Meeting 
Ecological Changes, Sustainability, & Health 

Wednesday, May 6, 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 

 
MAY 6 MEETING: ECOLOGICAL CHANGES, 

SUSTAINABILITY AND HEALTH 
 
Our speaker is Sarah Olson,  a UW-Madison doctoral student pursuing a joint  
degree in Population Health Sciences and Land Resources at the Center for  
Sustainability and the Global Environment ( SAGE ).  Her research is directed  
at infectious disease processes which may be linked to changing ecology of land-
scapes.   This is a part of grant at SAGE for the "Large-Scale Biosphere-
Atmosphere Experiment in Amazonia", and Sarah's research involves consider-
able time spent in South America.  
 
She has earned an impressive  resumé. �As an undergraduate in microbiology,  
she researched bacterial infections complicating cystic fibrosis, and also re-
searched the use of benign viruses to deliver drugs to deep tissues.  Sarah taught 
school as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ghana, where she established a  children's 
library which has grown to serve 3000 kids today. It is in Africa that she came 
to question the connections between  changes made by humans on the landscape 
and how this affected sustainability and health.  
 
Sarah was awarded a 2007 NSF-FACE fellowship to join researchers at the Re-
search Institute for Development at Montpellier, France.  To balance time spent 
at the computer, she engages in several silent, but strenuous, outdoor sports . 
 
So, we have a heavy-hitter speaker in May.  Bring a friend to share in what will  
be an interesting learning experience. Come to Stella Blue's at 5:30, where we'll 
have a quick meal and you can meet our speaker.  -Don Smith 

Next newsletter deadline is Aug 7, 2009.  Have a good summer!! -ed 

WISCONSIN.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CHIPPEWA 

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE 
DATE SAVE THE DATE  

 

OCTOBER 9-11, 2009 
(Friday evening through Sunday noon) 

 
SIERRA CLUB JOHN MUIR CHAP-

TER ANNUAL AUTUMN ASSEMBLY 
at BEAVER CREEK RESERVE  

hosted this year by 
CHIPPEWA VALLEY &  ST. CROIX 

VALLEY INTERSTATE groups  



PARADISE LOST? 
Climate change in the North Woods 
Barbara Thomas 
 
What will Wisconsin’s climate be like 
one hundred years from now--in 
2109? 
What will it feel like? What will it 
look like? Some scenarios have Madi-
son’s mean summer temperature at 85 
degrees (it is 67 degrees in 2009), and 
our north woods becoming an oak sa-
vanna. And what will we do about it? 
Do we even think about, or worry 
about, this future? One thought is that 
we lack a “rich internalized sense of 
place.” 
 
In mid 2006, 33 artists, scientists, and 
educators met in Northern Wisconsin 
to learn about climate change and 
consider ways that art could increase 
public understanding about climate 
change in the North Woods. The art-
ists created pieces reflecting their per-
ceptions of climate change science, 
impacts on northern ecosystems, and 
actions people can take today to pro-
tect the North Woods. The exhibit has 
traveled about Wisconsin, often pro-
viding opportunity for local schools’ 
involvement. The John Muir Chapter 
provided a grant to support some of 
the travel expenses.  We attended the 
exhibit at the River Falls Public Li-
brary where U of Minnesota forest 
expert Lee Frelich reported on his 18 
year study of trees in the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area. Within 50 years, 
he predicts, the wilderness likely will 
look completely different. 
 
Also on display there was art and po-
etry by local school children and resi-
dents. One that especially caught my 
interest was a poem by Maureen Ash, 
a friend from our early days of sup-
porting The Wisconsin Farmland 
Conservancy. She is happy to share 
her piece with our Sierrans. 

 
Afloat over Woods on a Future Evening 
 
Whose woods these were I think I know. 
His house is under water, though; 
He’s dead, won’t see me drifting here 
To watch the tree tops far below. 
 
My boat is old, the water’s clear. 
I’m told there once were farms ‘round here 
And folks, and towns, a little lake, 
And seasons that carved out a year. 
 
A breeze scuffs in, the drowned trees shake. 
My small boat rocks, the oars I take 
To pull a reaching, yearning sweep 
Then drift again, a sudden ache. 
 
The branches scrape, unheard and deep, 
Except by those beneath, who sleep. 
I dream the world they couldn’t keep, 
I dream the world they couldn’t keep. 
 
 
Maureen Ash 

Welcome, New Members!  December 2008 
Eau Claire  Kenneth Montanye, Jr , Shiela Rozich   Eleva  Glen Curtis  Hum-
bird   Steve Raith - Menomonie  Leo Schindler                   –-from Patty Henry. 
(Current # of CV Group memberships = 548   -ed) 



Events - Paul Ebel 
* Sierra organized 
 
May 3/Sun 
New Ice Age Bike Ride 
Join the Pie Riders for a 40 mile road 
bide ride through Ice Age terrain. 
Spring flowers?. Maybe.  Snowstorm?  
Possible. Fun? You bet! Start in Cor-
nell at 10 AM at the parking lot across 
from John Henry’s Café.  Rest stop, 
with beverages and muffins at the Ice 
Age Visitor Center on CTH M. Elea-
nor: 835-4829 or ellewolf1@hotmail.
com 
 
May 17/Sun* 
Sierra Century Bicycle Tour 
The 11th Annual Tour takes place rain 
or shine, with distance options of 12, 
30, 60, 80, or 100 miles with some new 
routes. (see registration form in this 
newsletter or online with area maps at 
our website wisconsin.sierraclub.org/
chippewa/century.htm (type this once, 
then add it to your Favorites 
list!) 
The proceeds from this event 
go toward our Group’s envi-
ronmental education grants 
to area schools.  
Even if you don’t bike much, 
give the 12 mile tour a try or 
be a volunteer. For more in-
formation, or if you’re will-
ing to volunteer a couple hours for the 
Club, please contact Dick at 715-726-
1446 or 
DJRUNER124@HOTMAIL.COM 
 
 
Pie Rides 
Pie bike rides  are scheduled for Tues-
days and Thursdays at 6 PM, weekends 
and some Friday mornings.  
sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/
ECPieRiders or Eleanor 835-4829 

 
 

May 22-24/Fri-Sun* 
Camp & Canoe at Gov. Knowles State 
Forest 
A quiet campsite in a quiet woods near 
the St. Croix River provides a base for 
paddling on the Yellow Namekagon or 
St. Croix Rivers.  Cranes, loons, bald 
eagles and trumpeter swans can be 
viewed on an early morning trip to Crex 
Meadows.  Families are welcome! 
Patty & Jeff Henry 832-1387  
or grayjay8@charter.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jun 17/Wed 
Solstice Canoe Outing 
Canoe or kayak the Chippewa River on 
the evening of the longest day of the 
year! Renee Ebel, reneefe@charter.net 
or 726-1615 
 
June 19-21/Fri-Sun 
The 20th Anniversary Energy Fair – 
Custer, WI (east of Stevens Point)  Join 
the Midwest Renewable Energy Asso-
ciation for the premier energy education 
event in the nation. Learn about clean 
energy and sustainable living, connect 
with experts, and return home ready to 
act. Hundreds of workshops and exhib-
its; entertainment, keynote speaker, ac-
tivities for the whole family. 
the-mrea.org  715-592-6595  
 
July 11/Sat* 
Photography Excursion 
Join us and explore the 
many new options in 
photography. You’ll 
have the opportunity to 
examine and use various types of film 
and digital cameras. Afterwards, partici-
pants may want to lunch at the Acoustic 
Café. paddle the Red Cedar River. or 
bike the trail.  Meet at 10 AM at the Red 
Cedar trailhead parking area off of Hwy 
29 on the west side of Menomonie.  Paul 
Ebel 651/335-8759  paulebel44@yahoo.
com 
or Caryn Treiber 715/632-2055  
ctreiber@discover-net.net 
 

Aug 1/Sat*  10 AM- 
Wazee Lake Adventure:  Hike, 
Swim, & Picnic 
Wazee means tall pine in the Ho-
Chunk language.  The lake, a for-
mer quarry, is the deepest lake in 
Wisconsin, with a maximum depth 
of 355 feet.  It is a favorite diving 
spot.  Bring your bike, canoe, snor-
kel, fishing gear, or swim suit. The 
park boasts a wonderful swimming 
lagoon with clean beach sand.  
Much of the lake has a shelf which 
is great for snorkeling.  Motorized 
watercraft are NOT allowed.  Fish 
species abound in the lake. Wazee 
has some nice picnic areas, so bring 
a picnic basket and enjoy the day. 
Meet for carpooling 10 AM, east 
side of Gordy’s parking lot (near 
Family Dollar) on Birch Street, Eau 
Claire 
Terry Shewczyk  577-8653 or 
tshewczyk@yahoo.com  
http://co.jackson.wi.us/html/
forestry/forestry.html 

Wheels with tasty fillings! 

 
Some of the many Field Trips of the 
Natural Resources Foundation of 
Wisconsin: 
May 16 or Sept 26  9 AM-3 PM  
Trip #10  Train Ride and birds of Tif-
fany Bottoms 
July 25  10 AM-Noon 
Trip #54  The “power” in landfills  
Seven Mile Creek, Eau Claire Co. 
Power for 3,500 homes! 
Aug 15  9:30 AM-Noon 
Trip #57 Discover“Prairies” (pine 
barrens) of the Black River State For-
est    1) wisconservation.org 
2) Wisconsin Natural Resources 
magazine Apr 2009 pp 10-16 
 
 
ICE AGE TRAIL EVENTS  
See iatchippewa.org 
click on Chapter Events Calendar. 



 

 

From left:  Karen Hartnett, Sean Hartnett, Eleanor Wolf.  
Sean is the 2009 Earthgreen Awardee, at the 1st Gaylord 
Nelson Dinner and April meeting of the Chippewa Valley 
Group. UU Church, Eau Claire                       -photo Paul Ebel 

Stone circle;  Neolithic village (Skara Brae), several of many Ork-
ney Island sites visited and enthusiastically discussed by our 
March speaker Sandra Starck                                                    www.visitorkney.com 
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