Newsletter of the Chippewa Valley Group
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Welcome, New Members!!
July-August 2007

Bloomer Robert & Donna Wolniak
Chetek Richard KolterjohrChippewa
Falls Kristie GeringColfax Anne
HasseCumberland Gina Foley Du-
rand Ellen AdlerEau Claire Theresa
Fellion, Greg Galinski, Carol Gallick,
Jon Giere, Ron Ginder, Ray Hilfiker,
Kevin Kell, Mary McDougall, Joanne
Mellema,Brian Michaels, Joy Neff, Eric
Olsen, Vera L Price, Joe Richie, Mari
Riley, Ken Ripp, Rhoda Saatela, Kath-
leen V Skaro, Kevin Smith, Julie Stea-
gall, Ellis Stewart, Ross Thompson,
Kathy Tuttle, Todd Wanous, Peter Whi-
tis Eleva Elizabeth Lindner, Gary L
Mathis Elk Mound Rebecca Kané-all
Creek Lindsey Moldenhauer, Kim &
Bill YearmanHumbird Becky Lefstad
Jim Falls Paula ProbstMenomonie
John & Lynne See, Lee Spinodderil-
lan Marion Kay Zinn Mondovi Shari
Steller OsseoCathleen B HeggPepin
Patricia Sorokdice Lake Elizabeth

Bloom, Art Panke & Jean Brand, Dale &

Carole Crisler ftom Patty Henry

November Monthly Meeting
Unmasking Wisconsin’s Hidden
Treasure — A Groundwater
Primer

Wednesday, Nov 7, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

Professor Jean Bahy Chair of Geol-
ogy at UW- Madison, will address us
on November 7 at 7:30 at North Star
Middle School.

Despite the widespread use of ground
water in Wisconsin, the nature and ori-
gin of the resource is unknown to
many of us who use it daily in the
home and for agricultural and indus-
trial purposes. Dr. Bahr will attempt to
enlighten us, and to dispel some popu
lar misconceptions about groundwater
sources by reviewing principals gov-
erning movement and storage of watel
in porous rock and sediments. She wil
give us a photo tour of major Wiscon-
sin aquifers and will illustrate the geo-
logic characteristics of these units.
There will be discussion of current anc
potential water quality problems of
both natural and human causation, an
consideration of overuse of the re-
source. Our speaker will invite ques-
tions on the subject.

Dr. Bahr did her undergrad and grad

studies at Yale and Stanford. Her con-

tributions include consulting work in
West Africa and Canada, service on
the NRC Board on Waste Manage-

ment where she helped review some of
the planning for nuclear waste disposal

at Yucca Mountain. Presently, she is
chair of the NRC Committee on the
Restoration of the Greater Everglades
Ecosystem. Her research interests in-
clude groundwater-surface water inter
actions, interactions between physical
and geochemical processes in ground
water, and paleohydrogeology.

December Monthly Meeting
Pacific Rim Trail Hike
Wednesday, Dec 5, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

WE WILL HIKE THE PACIFIC
RIM TRAIL ON DEC. 5

Via a power point presentation, ardent
backpacker and outdoorsmait
Hogsethwill take us on an adventur-
ous pack trip the length of the Pacific
Rim Trail .

In the last four years, Bill has hiked
over 4,000 miles throughout wilder-
ness areas across America and has
worked as a back country ranger for
the US Forest Service. He has also
engaged in a variety of conservation
campaigns in Wisconsin's Chequame-
gon-Nicolet National Forest.

He has a degree in Ecological Restora-
tion from Northland College in Ash-
land, Wisconsin. Bill currently lives in
southern Dunn County and is a land
manager for West Wisconsin Land
Trust.

These meetings will be preceded by
quick meal scheduled f&:30 at

Stella Blue's 306 E. Madison St., Equ
Claire, where you can meet our speak-
ers. Then we go to North Star Middle
School for the program which starts at
7:30..
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ride is too congested or inadequate.
Sixty five percent of all trail riding
ATV’ers said they prefer to ride off of
maintained trails designed for them.
Eight percent of the survey respon-
dents said they were reliant on public
land for their riding.

JOHN MUIR CHAPTER ANNUAL
ASSEMBLY, 2007
Barbara Thomas

Imagine---in and out of the top bunk
during the weekend at Camp Helen
Brachman without a single slip! And,
no “snorers” in our double bunk room
(although there was a “melody” com-
ing from down the hall). The John
Muir Chapter AUTUMN ASSEMBLY
2007, hosted by the Fox Valley Group
offered a variety of outdoor

activities, John Muir history, music,
and learning experiences. Of great in-
terest to me was an afternoon present
tion by Joel Patenaude. Joel is the edi
tor of Silent SportsHis topic was
“Taking on the Motorized Mindset S
Before the Mindset Takes Over Our Personally, | look for these inviting
Parks and Trails.” Some of the talking plac,es. (For more fror_n Joel on
points Joel presented include: ATV’s seehttp://www.silentsports.

In 2004, a referendum to ban ATV’s net/ fez_;\tures_and_d_epartments.html
from public land in northern Vilas and click on Sounding Alarmed)
county passed by a 2 to 1 margin, and

the county Board enacted the peoples

will. Patgnaude stated th_at r(?‘3|dents AMERICA RECYCLES DAY

and business report tourism “of a sus-
tainable sort continues to thrive in this
quiet county.” In other words, busi-
nesses thrive without the ATV’ers.
Recently, residents and landowners in

I'll be watching for the Natural Re-
sources Board meeting notice and
agenda and plan to submit my testi-
mony about opening the very special
Northern Highlands-American Legion
to ATVers. It is getting more and more
difficult to find quiet spots for quiet
activities of any kind. This research
study shows that disallowing noisy
sports in special areas is not a detri-
ment to business or tourism.

UW-Stout will present America Recy-
cles Day. This is the only nationally

JOHN MUIR CHAPTER AWARDS:
ELEANOR WOLF and GLENN
STODDARD.

These are two names very familiar to ou

r

Chippewa Valley Sierrans. Both of these

outstanding persons are honored with

awards from the Chapter. These awards

will be presented at our November 7
meeting at Northstar Middle School.
Please join us for the
evening’s program and to{)
applaud the work of ~
these two people as their ¢
awards are presented. “

Glenn Stoddard The
Good Citizen Awardo
an organization or indi-
vidual external to the Club who champi-
ons innovative programs or processes
that protect the environment.

Eleanor Wolf: TheWildflower Award
to a leader in the Chapter who exempli-
fies all that is wonderful in the environ-
ment and the Club, who is a mentor for

the Club.

On Monday, November |12, The Great new and existing activists, who is an edu-
Hall of the Memorial Student Center at cator who promotes a positive image for

recognized day dedicated to encoura
ing Americans to recycle and buy re-
cycled products.

Here are two OPPORTUNITIES for
all of us.

Plum Lake petitioned for an extension
of the ATV ban to include their town-
ships. This ban has fed the initiative of
ATV’ers to access Northern Highland-
American Legion (NH-AL) State For-

est, which is mostly in Vilas County. Opportunity OneWe're ALL invited
S:urrently the group is seeking to the evening (7:00 to 9:00) of live
Natural Resources Board approval of music, education booths, and voting o

nearly 60 miles of motorized trail RECLYCLABLE ART creations.
through this unique and ecologically

sensitive property.”

Opportunity Two Dunn County resi-
dents are invited to enter pieces of re-
cyclable art in five categories: Elemen
tary, middle, high, and college stu-
dents; or adult. Judging is by a panel
of judges and the attendee votes. To
enter art pieces, register by Nov 1, or
for further information, e-mail
jamesk@uwstout.edu Our country
produces about 4 1/4 pounds of waste
per person per day, most of which is
recyclable.

ATV’ers like to make the point that

they lack places to ride. However, a
recent study found that only I5 to 20
percent of Wisconsinites with regis-

tered ATVs (about 230,000 people in

FUTURE OF NEWSLETTER
Don Smith has been collecting your com
ments on our possibly “going electronic”
with this newsletter. He's been getting
much positive feedback. Your ExCom is
still considering the issue. We could sen
the newsletter to you as a pdf file e-mail
attachment. Or, assuming we could put
pdf file online in a timely and hassle-free
manner, we could e-mail you a link to the
online version. We could possibly begin
with the Mar/Apr 2008 issue.

When/if we do go to electronic distributig
we would like to notify all interested men
bers of the availability of each new news
letter. To this end we have already beg
to collect, at monthly meetings, your e-m
addresses for these future newsletter ng
cations. If we don't have your e-mail ad-
dress yet, you can get on the e-mail new
letter notification list via Don Smith
dnsusmit@frontiernet.net or your editor/
secretary astlouir@uwec.edu

Wisconsin) believe that where they
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Outings & Events- Paul Ebel
(* Sierra-organized events)

Nov 3/Sat

Ice Age Trail Hike* (beat the snow)
Our annual fall hike on the Ice Age
Trail will take place Nov 3. We meet
at the Bohemian Ovens restaurant in
Bloomer at 8:00 for breakfast, or else

at the Interpretive Center at 9:30. The time and place.

hike length varies from 6 to 12 miles
depending on individual choice. If

you have questions call Steve White a Nov 14/Wed

720-8890 or e-mail
whitemartin@discover-net.net

Nov 11/Sun

Living Room Adventure*

Despite a warming climate trend, No-
vember is still that in-between time .
The lake’s too cold for swimming and
too warm for skating. The only thing
left to do is come to the Living Room
Adventure on Sunday, November 11,
at the home of Patty & Jeff Henry.
Bring digital photos or slides or a
photo album from your recent trips
and trails. If you're not a photogra-
pher, just find a spot by the fireplace
and sit back and enjoy the ride from
Durand to Denali.

The evening begins with a potluck din-
ner at 5:00. Bring a dish to share. Pro-

vide your own beverage and eating
utensils. Slides and digital presenta-
tions follow. Digital photos should be
in Power Point, Adobe PDF slide
show, or a directory of JPEG files to
guarantee that we can present them.

Last Wednesdays Beautiful Calendars!!

ExCom Meetings

If you are interested in exploring op- New 2008 Sierra Club calendars have
tions for volunteering in our Group, or been received by our calendar coordina-
would just like to get better ac- tor Dave Rice. Some of you have seen
quainted, do feel free to attend one of and purchased yours at our October

our ExCom meetings, typically held on monthly meeting. If you would like a

the last Wednesday of the month. No calendar or calendars bring your check-
obligation. Call Barbara Thomas for  book with you to the November, Decem-
ber, or January monthly meetings to get
your own copies while the supply lasts.
Dave Rice or Margo Miller will have
calendars at the meetings. Or arrange to
get yours from Dave Rice at 835-3490 or
Margo Miller at 835-4549

Chippewa Wildlife Society

Leaving your life as a successful
young attorney and setting off to ex-
plore the world on a shoestring budget
is something most people only dream
about buBrian Stegeractually did it.
He will present a slide program about
his adventures at the November meet-
ing of the Chippewa Wildlife Society,
on Wednesday, November 14, at 7:30
pm in the WOGO community room,
5558 Hallie Rd, Chippewa Falls.

For most of the last two years, Brian

has been exploring various parts of

five continents. Trekking to the heights

of Machu Pichu, walking

through the Australian outback, boat-

ing up the Amazon, and diving below

the surface of the ocean, from the great

falls of Iguazu and the Great

Wall of China to the great halls of

Europe, his travels have provided a

wide variety of experiences and adven Bikers and Hikers

tures. Along the way, he has managed

to observe nearly 1500 species of bird The local Eau Claire Pie Riders do not
and go swimming with humpback just bike when it's warm. Many of them

Please bring them on CD or on a USB whales in Tonga, whale sharks in the also enjoy hiking. Eleanor Wolf men-

flash drive.

Henrys live at 2014 Ruby Lane, Eau
Claire. From the North Crossing, turn
south on Riverview Drive. Ruby Lane
is the first right and Henrys are the
third house on the right. If you have
any questions, call Patty or Jeff, 832-
1387.

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF
THE DATE TO NOVEMBER 11 -
one week earlier than usual and one
week earlier than shown in the Out-
ings Brochure

Philippines, dolphins in New Zealand, tioned during a recent ExCom meeting
and sea lions and turtles in the Galape that they hike regularly during the winter.
gos. He tracked down wild Orangutans To follow their biking and hiking activi-

in the jungles of Indonesia, saw man- ties you may visit their bulletin board at
eating salt-water crocodiles in Austra- groups.yahoo.comby searching for the
lia's Northern Territory, and crossed Group calledECPieRiders, or contact
paths with a jaguar in the jungles of  Eleanor at 835-4829.

Belize.

Protect

WILD
UTAH

www.protectwildutah.org

Taking a break from his travels to
spend time with his family in Chip-
pewa Falls, Brian will share stories

and photos about these adventures and
many others.



Nov 5, 2005: Ice Age Trail 12-mile hikers.
Tired but happy at the finish.

Autumn Assembly — Camp Helen Brachman
Getting ready for more exploring Oct 14, 2007




Walkabout - Steve Betchkal

There is a trall
as yet unwalked
to fit my feet,
that glides uphill
in rest grades enough
to spell a soul the aching.
There is a way
crooked through the trees,
that wends to water falling,
where cliffs convene
to make an end.
And | have need to
know that path,
though wooed
with maps and signs,
and waking blazed dreams
breathless, but not arrived.
There is a passage
through mountains

round to milky blue cirque

hidden to all questions below,

but ascending boulder by
| am rewarded the view
to answers

that will fill me

to overflowing.

boulde

Chippewa Valley Group - ExCom Election
The annual election of executive committee members will take place at thelymaeeting held on December 5,
2007, 7:30 p.m. at North Star Middle School, 2711 Abby Hill, Eau Claire, WI. Barbara Thomas, Pauhé&bel, a
Margo Miller are running for reelectionlerri Shewczyk, our previous newsletter editor and a local artist and a
ist, has been nominated by the Nominating Committee to replace Steve White, winmgsfrem the Committee.
Terms are for two years. Continuing members are Eleanor Wolf, Bill Bean and Tailger.

OFFICIAL BALLOT - 2007
SIERRA CLUB - CHIPPEWA VALLEY GROUP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Directions You must be a member as of November 3, 2007, to vote in this electidote for up to 4 candidates.

Space has been provided for write-ins. If yours is a single membership, use Memloertb spée. If a joint mem
bership, each member may vote. Please bring your ballot to the Dec meeting. If gotofbring your ballot to the
meeting, blank ballots will be provided there. If you cannot come to the meeting, youtonayyceir ballot to the
group secretary, Bob St. Louis, 3352 Fear St., Eau Claire, WI 54701, prior to December 1, 2007. &stlloésrat
turned prior to December 7 to be counted. Your address label or membership number must be ordlsideod
the ballot.

Member 1 Member 2 Candidate

Paul Ebel

Margo Miller
Barbara Thomas
Terri Shewczyk

(write-ins)

ctiv-

D




Mini-Directory — Chippewa Valley Group

Chair Barbara Thomas* E5190 650th Avenue Menomonie WI 54751 235-9771
Vice Chair Steve White* 20279 77th Ave Chippewa Falls WI 54729 720-8890
Treasurer Eleanor Wolf* 1810 Birch St Eau Claire WI 54703 835-4829
Political/lJMC Del.  Caryn Treiber* N9021 590th St Colfax WI 54730 632-2055
Outings/Earthgreen  Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
Env. Education Margo Miller* 221 Washington St Eau Claire W1 54701 835-4549
ExCom Member Bill Bean* E5095 Interlachen Blvd Eleva WI 54738 878-4654
Programs Don Smith 623 Jefferson St Mondovi WI 54755 926-5107
Conservation open

Sec’y, Newsletter Bob St. Louis 3352 Fear St Eau Claire WI 54701 834-3774
John Muir Chapter 222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1 Madison V8783 608-256-0565
Archivist Virginia Hansis 1718 Royal Ct Eau Claire WI 54701 832-0547
Membership Patty Henry 2014 Ruby Ln Eau Claire WI 54703 832-1387
Ice Age Tr/Publicity Richard Smith 27200 145th St New Auburn WI 54757 967-2164
Population Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
Calendar Sales Dave Rice 1415 Highland Ave Eau Claire W1 54701 835-3490
Computer Liason Libby Stupak 2228 Windsong Ct Eau Claire W1 54703 833-1941

* Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).

Except as otherwiséed, all area codes are 715

Sierra Club

c/o Bob St. Louis
3352 Fear St

Eau Claire, WI 54701
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