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November Monthly Meeting 
Monarch Butterflies 
Wednesday, Nov 4, 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 
 
STATUS OF MONARCH BUT-
TERFLIES AT NOV. 4 MEETING 
 
 Ken Parejko, Professor of Biology at 
the UW-Stout, will bring us up to date 
on how the Monarchs are faring as 
climate change and mankind's influ-
ence on environment affects the spe-
cies.  He has recently published a 
book about Monarchs through the 
print-on-demand publisher 
"Booklocker." 
 
Ken's special field is Aquatic Ecology, 
which he pursued at the UW-Madison 
from undergrad studies through ob-
taining his Ph.D.  Our speaker is a 
man with many interests outside the 
study of plankton. He  is author of a 
historical novel based on the life of 
his Polish immigrant grandparents 
near Tony, WI, where  he grew to 
adulthood.  Its title is REMEMBER 
ME DANCING. It was read on WPR's 
Chapter a Day a few years ago.  He 
has another novel in the works, based 
on the life of Roman natural philoso-
pher and military man, Pliny the El-
der. 
 
Ken has served on the Board of the 
Tainter / Menomonin Lake Associa-
tion and is advisor to Green Sense, the 
student Environmental Club at Stout.  
He also has a small research project 
ongoing which pursues causes of the 
deformed frogs now seen in abun-
dance.  Join us for an evening with a 
man of wide ranging interests and 
many talents, who shares with us a 
vast love of natural things and the 
great outdoors.   

December Monthly Meeting 
On Sustainability 
Wednesday, Dec 2, 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 
 
SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES AD-
DRESSED ON DEC. 2 
 
Our speaker is Sherry Enzler, the execu-
tive director of the Institute on the Envi-
ronment’s NorthStar Consortium, an ad-
junct faculty member in the University of 
Minnesota’s environmental sciences, pol-
icy and management program, and an 
adjunct professor at William Mitchell 
College of Law. Enzler’s research brings 
together policy and law with natural sys-
tems and environmental issues. She is 
particularly interested in how society can 
change political and social systems to 
protect ecosystems, as well as the devel-
opment of non-regulatory tools to en-
hance environmental performance. 
 
She has a long history of environmental 
pursuits which includes 15 years as an 
environmental attorney, including several 
years in the MN attorney general's office, 
where she was recognized as a 
“superstar" among top environmental 
lawyers. Sherry won a degree in Political 
Science at the UM, then a law degree at 
University of Southern California. Cur-
rently, she is a doctoral candidate at the 
UM.  She is a native of Northern Minne-
sota, to which she often returns to hike its 
trails and canoe its many lakes.  At home 
she is an avid cook and reader. 
 
 
You can have conversations with our 
speakers over dinner at 5:30 at Stella 
Blues, where a table is set for Sierrans.   
Then, the meetings follow at 7:30  at 
North Star Middle School,  2711 Abbe 
Hill Drive, Eau Claire .�

WISCONSIN.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CHIPPEWA 



THE  2009 AUTUMN ASSEMBLY 
Barbara Thomas, CV Group Chair 
  
 Beaver Creek Reserve near Fall 
Creek again welcomed the annual 
gathering of Wisconsin Sierrans. The 
Autumn Assembly moves around the 
state, sponsored each year by one of 
the Groups.   This year’s Assembly 
was coordinated by the St. Croix Val-
ley Interstate Group and our Chip-
pewa Valley Group with support from 
the Chapter.  Even the weather was 
on our side: rain the day before, snow 
the day after, but dry and sunny for 
us!  The Autumn Assembly Planning 
Committee began gathering ideas and 
planning for an exciting and mean-
ingful Assembly over one year ago. 
Working hard, amidst having fun, 
were committee members  from our 
CVG group and the St. Croix Valley 
Interstate Group:  Jeff Henry, Rich-
ard Smith, Caryn Treiber , Margo 
Miller , Don Smith, Barbara Tho-
mas, and Carol Hardin . Our pro-
gram chair Don Smith, was hard at 
work already a whole year ago when 
he engaged the Saturday keynote 
speaker,  Dr. Michael  Osterholm, 
who described the possible picture of 
the future as a consequence of global 
warming. 
 
Assembly days and evenings were full 
of very interesting presentations, 
hikes in the gorgeous fall tapestry,  
folk dancing, enjoying bountiful 
meals, learning about Chapter hot is-
sues.  The silent auction brought in  
needed funds for the Chapter. And, 
some of us trekked up to 
Leinenkugel’s in Chippewa where we 
toured the brewery and learned 
about their special attention to and 
protection of water.  The highlight of  
the weekend for me was to see the ex-
citement of one of our youngsters after 
netting and banding a saw whet owl. 
This activity was offered by Beaver 
Creek Reserve for the community, and 
invited us to participate. We are grate-
ful to the Reserve for welcoming our 
Autumn Assembly again, and for 
some new bunk beds and updated 
bathrooms! 

Next year’s 2010 Assembly will be spon-
sored by Coulee Region group and will be 
held in the LaCrosse area---remember, 
the second weekend in October, 2010! 
 
For all of you who helped with this As-
sembly---a huge thank you.  For the more 
than 100 of you who attended, thanks for 
coming! 
 

**********************  
CLIMATE CHANGE-- TROPICAL 
DISEASE RELATIONSHIP AD-
DRESSED  AT ANNUAL ASSEMBLY  
by Don Smith 
 
Dr.Michael Osterholm, an epidemiologist 
active in national and international 
health affairs, gave the keynote address at 
the John Muir Annual Assembly on Oc-
tober 10.  He is director of  the Center for 
Infectious Disease Research and Policy a 
professor in the Division of Environ-
mental Health Sciences, and an adjunct 
professor in the Medical School, Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Our speaker is an envi-
ronmentalist and sportsman as well. He is 
member of Trout Unlimited, and active in 
TU's program to restore trout streams in 
the Driftless Area of the Mississippi Val-
ley.  He addressed the actual and poten-
tial migration of tropical diseases into 
temperate zones as climates change, and 
pricked some climate change balloons 
held by some environmentalists, too. One 
of the balloons popped was his contention 
that most tropical disease organisms and 
their vectors (usually insects) have been 
moved around the world thru the chan-
nels of international commerce.  An ex-
ample is the Asian tiger mosquito, which 
came to the US in water filled tires re-
treaded in China. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This mosquito, which Osterholm de-
scribed as a lethal transporter of multi-
ple diseases, now winters over into 
Northern Illinois, but warmer winters 
will allow it to bring its pestilent car-
goes into Wisconsin and Minnesota.  In 
the same way, jet tourist travel and fast 
container cargo ships contribute to the 
world wide spread of diseases like West 
Nile Virus into bird and animal popula-
tions, and humans , too.   H1N1 swine 
flu is a prime example of a human con-
tagion which was spread world wide in 
just a few months by air travelers. A 
century ago, this would have taken dec-
ades. 
Osterholm believes that the CO2 and 
methane loads already in the atmos-
phere insure that unprecedented warm-
ing is inevitable in the next decades, and 
this is being reinforced by the heavy car-
bon footprints of the big Asian Nations. 
He argues that a return to nuclear power 
will have to be embraced in the interim 
until conservation and new renewable 
technologies can  supply huge energy 
needs of a more populous world. To 
control the annual 300 million cases of 
malaria, Dr. Osterholm also promotes 
DDT to be used restrictively in the 
sleeping quarters in tropical malarial 
regions, but not for widespread use in 
agriculture.  He also believes that elec-
tric cars are  bad for the environment, 
depending as they do, on coal fired 
power plants, which are more polluting 
than efficient internal combustion en-
gines.  
We were exposed to a thoughtfully chal-
lenging hour with a leading scientist, 
who generously gave of his time to bring 
his ideas and experiences to our gather-
ing. Osterholm's critical way of thinking 
out environmental issues is a good ex-
ample for us all as climate change is 
addressed. 

Graph: Global Warming wiki 



Events - Paul Ebel 
(* Sierra-organized events) 
 
Nov 7/Sat  9:30 AM 
Ice Age Trail Hike* (Beat the snow) 
What to do in November??  Join a  
fun group in hiking the Ice Age Trail 
before the snow flies.  The kettle lakes 
and glacial landforms are more visible 
with the leaves down.  Our annual fall 
hike will take place Nov 7.  We meet 
at a new location this year and hike 
on the east portion of the trail.  The 
following instruction supercede 
those published earlier in our 2009 
brochure. 
Breakfast  8 AM at Turk's B.B.C. 
Tap & Grill, 116 Main St, Cornell WI 
Hike  Meet at 9:30 AM at the IAT 
parking lot on County Rd CC (on your 
right, about 2 miles north of Hwy 64 - 
West side of the Chippewa River/
Cornell Flowage)  Shuttle arranged to 
start of the hike on 245th and County 
Road E.  Options:  hike approximately 
6 1/2 miles back to CC, or continue 
on for the 1 1/2 mile spur (3 miles 
round trip) from CC to County Rd Z 
for 9 1/2 miles.  Anyone wanting to 
enjoy a shorter hike can do the 3 mile 
round trip spur from CC and avoid 
the shuttle. Info:  Steve White:720-
8890 or stonecottage99@gmail.com 
or reneefe@charter.net 
  
Nov 22/Sun   
Living Room Adventure* 
 
The earth will have returned to its 
normal rotation after the return of 
Brent Favre to Lambeau Field in a 
Vikings uniform.  It will be safe to 
venture out on Sunday evening, No-
vember 22, for the Living Room Ad-
venture.  You are invited to bring a 
dish to share for a potluck dinner at 
5:00 to start the evening.  And, bring 
digital images or slides from recent 
travels near or far.   If you’re not a 
photographer, sit back and enjoy trips 
and trails from Eau Galle to the Gala-
pagos and beyond.   
It happens at the home of Patty and 
Jeff Henry, 2014 Ruby Lane, Eau 
Claire.  From the North Crossing, 
turn south on Riverview Drive. 

Beautiful Calendars!! 
DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
THE EASY WAY, AND SUPPORT 
SIERRA CLUB AT THE SAME TIME. 
New 2010 Sierra Club calendars should  
be available at our November and subse-
quent meetings. (Some of you have seen 
and purchased yours at the Autumn As-
sembly.)  If you would like a calendar or 
calendars bring your checkbook with 
you to one of our monthly meetings to 
get your own copies while the supply 
lasts. Dave Rice or Margo Miller will 
have the calendars calendars. Or ar-
range to get yours from Dave Rice at 
835-3490 or Margo Miller at 835-4549 
Preview calendars at 
http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/
calendars.asp 
 
Nov 20/Fri  8:30 AM - Noon 
W Central Wisconsin Rail Coalition 
Stronger funding and development of a 
more efficient national passenger rail 
system is an exciting prospect. Join us at 
this annual gathering to hear from 
transportation officials, policymakers 
and other experts on how our area may 
have passenger rail service again and 
what has already been accomplished 
toward this goal. 
Where: The Orchard Bar, Restaurant 
and Banquet Facility, 571 US Hwy 63, 
Baldwin,WI (just north of I-94, exit 19)      
Speakers: 
Frank Busalacchi, WI DOT Secretary 
Daniel Krom, MN DOT Passenger Rail 
Director 
Pat Kreitlow.   Senator (23rd district) 
Scott Rogers, Co-Chair, West Central 
Wisconsin Rail Coalition 
Ted Schenecker, I-94 E Corridor Com-
mission 
WCWRC is a subcommittee of Momen-
tum West, a ten county regional eco-
nomic development corporation. The 
Coalition’s mission is to provide leader-
ship and coordination to develop passen-
ger rail service through West Central 
Wisconsin as part of a regional strategy 
to ensure a balanced  transportation for 
long term sustainable economic growth. 
For ride share, you are invited to call 
CVG chair, Barbara Thomas 

Ruby Lane is the first right and Hen-
rys are the third house on the right.  
Please bring your own beverage.  
 
Digital photos should be in Power 
Point, Adobe PDF slide show, or a 
directory of JPEG files to guarantee 
that we can present them.  Please 
bring them on CD or on a USB flash 
drive. If there are any questions re-
garding the supported digital photo 
formats, feel free to contact Paul Wag-
ner at wagnerpj@gmail.com or 835-
4247.   For any other questions, call 
Patty or Jeff, 832-1387. 
 
Nov 14/Sat    6:30-10 PM 
Mountaintop Removal Issue* 
We will share refreshments, snacks, 
and conversation (in Eau Claire) 
while watching a sneak preview of 
Coal Country, a powerful new docu-
mentary about mountaintop removal 
mining in Appalachia(see next page) 
Contact Richard Spindler, 834-1098, 
richard.spindler@att.net. 

 
Last Wednesdays 
ExCom Meetings 
If you are interested in exploring op-
tions for volunteering in our Group, 
or would just  like to get better ac-
quainted, feel free to attend one of our 
ExCom meetings, typically held on 
the last Wednesday of the month. 
Currently we are meeting most often 
at “The Goat” on Water Street in Eau 
Claire. No obligation. Call Barbara 
Thomas for time and place. 
 
Biking/Hiking group  
The Pie Riders are now in hiking 
mode. Go to groups.yahoo.com and 
look up ECPieRiders.  



Coal at UW-Eau Claire and UW-
Stout 
by Richard Spindler 

 
Fellow Sierrans, we have an environ-
mental tragedy unfolding and an envi-
ronmental opportunity arising right 
here in our community. The University 
of Wisconsin – Eau Claire and UW – 
Stout currently run coal-fired power 
plants to provide heating and cooling 
for the university.  I am asking you to 
join me in cleaning up these plants and 
eventually moving them out of the coal 
business. 
  The environmental tragedy unfolding 
is due to our implicit support and con-
tribution to mountaintop removal min-
ing  [YouTube.com, search 
Mountaintop Removal Video (intro)] 
The State of Wisconsin Department of 
Administration (DOA) contracts with 
coal companies to supply the coal for 
all state-owned power plants. All of the 
coal right now comes from 
mountaintop removal mining, pur-
chased from two coal companies. One 
of them, Massey Energy, is considered 
the worst environmental and labor ac-
tor in the industry. (See The Nation, 
October 19, 2009.) Mountaintop re-
moval is environmental and commu-
nity destruction on a scale as large as 
any we see in the world today, right 
here in the U.S. It must stop.  
  It has long been known that air emis-
sions from coal-burning are hazardous 
to health, contributing to birth defects 
and contamination of fish from mer-
cury exposure, smog and ozone formed 
from nitrogen oxide emissions, and 
asthma from fine particulate emissions. 
(Coal burning is the prime source of 
mercury contamination in the environ-
ment.) We have also known for many 
years that our lakes in the eastern U.S. 
have been dying from acid rain primar-
ily due to the sulfur oxide emissions 

 

Election Notice to all Chippewa Valley Group Members: 
The annual election of Executive Committee (ExCom) members for 2010 will occur at our regular January monthly meet-
ing.  This election is moved from December to January due to time demands of the Autumn Assembly preparations. The 
election will be held to fill vacancies for terms that expire in 2012.  A Committee member’s term is two years.  CV Group 
members are encouraged to submit names that should be considered by the Nominating Committee.  A member’s name 
must be included on the ballot if proposed in writing by at least 15 group members prior to the deadline of December 1. 
This petition should be submitted to a member of the Nominating Committee. Please contact Barbara Thomas, our chair,  
for details. 

from coal burning power plants. 
There are virtually no fish anymore in 
lakes up in the mountains in the Adi-
rondacks and elsewhere. 
  Finally, the formerly hidden hazards 
of coal disposal were recently exposed 
by the TVA Spill into the Emory 
River in Tennessee December 22nd, 
2008 [YouTube.com, search Victims 
of the TVA Coal Ash Spill] There are 
no federal regulations to the ash coal 
impoundments holding these wastes.  
  We also have an opportunity here. 
The UW-Eau Claire’s plant is apply-
ing for an air emissions permit re-
newal from the DNR. It may be that 
the state violated the Clean Air Act by 
not installing proper control equip-
ment when it upgraded the facility in 
2001. (Right now, it has very old and 
minimal control equipment.) These 
developments provide us space to ad-
vocate for a change, which at the least 
should be to install air pollution con-
trols.  
  Considering all of the problems with 
coal, it is time we stop using it. At 
these UW plants, there are alterna-
tives. Both biomass and geothermal 
are viable options at these facilities. In 
fact, due to a Sierra Club lawsuit and 
activist pressure, the UW power plant 
on Charter Street in Madison is 
switching to biomass. We can do the 
same here.  
  If you are interested in learning 
more about this issue or becoming 
involved, please contact me, Richard 
Spindler at richard.spindler@att.net 
or 715-834-1098. We need citizens, 
students, and faculty members to pres-
sure university chancellors and the 
DOA, write letters to local newspa-
pers, attend meetings with decision-
makers, and contact Governor Doyle 
and the DNR to clean up these power 
plants.  
 

TOADS 
 
One of our Chippewa Valley Group 
members, Eileen Ziesler, has written a 
beautiful children’s book called Toads: 
a poem (Toad House Publishing. ISBN 
978-0-9818831-0-6). It is a slender 
large-format book with marvelous full 
page colored illustrations by Janelle 
Thompson.  It’s probably most suitable 
for age group 3 to 7 yrs. Summary of 
the story: “When day dawns, the toads 
hide. We wonder where they can be 
and if they will come out again in the 
night.” There is a subtle hint of the  
problem of disappearing species. 
The book should be available at The 
Potting Shed in Altoona and Reading 
Rainbow at Oakwood Mall & online at 
www.toadhousepublishing.com  
or sample it for/with your tots at LE 
Phillips Public Library in EC in the 
Juvenile Section, call # 811.6 Z64t 
(you may need to ask at the desk.) 

Computer Recycling! 
Once again, friends, here’s that place, 
mentioned in an earlier newsletter, where 
you can recycle computers and other elec-
tronics: First Choice Computer Recycling,  
1125-A Starr Ave. in Eau Claire, (but 
moving soon),  833-2005.  
www.firstchoicerecycling.com 



 

Jan and Jim  
Erdman with 
their Good 

Citizen 
Award from 

the John 
Muir Chapter 

Jim Olson of 
the Chippewa 
Valley Group 
receiving the 
JMC’s JJ and 
Pat Werner 
Award from 
Chapter Chair 
Jim Steffens. 

Olson was cited for “undying commitment to goals and mission of the 
chapter; a spiritual leader and facilitator promoting the health of 
groups and chapter” Erdmans were cited for “championing innova-
tive programs or processes that protect the environment.” 
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Secretary                    Terri Schewczyk*          620 Deyo St  Eau Claire WI 54703                                          577-8653 
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Archivist                    Virginia Hansis             1718 Royal Ct   Eau Claire WI 54701                                      832-0547 
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