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September 
 
5             Monthly Meeting 
               Potluck Picnic and Canoe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8             Ice Age Trail (IAT) Work-

day 
7-9         Wild Harvest Festival  BCR 
               (Beaver Creek Reserve) 
8             Wildflower Ramble  BCR 
13           Fall Wildflowers etc  BCR 
15           Tiffany Train Ride  BCR  
17           IAT Chapter Meeting 
29           Wilderness Navigation BCR 
30           IAT Hard Rock Hike 
 
October 
 
3             Monthly Meeting 
               Utah Redrock Wilderness 
6             Parade of Colors Fall Hike 
               Ice Age Trail 
12-14     John Muir Chapter 
               Autumn Assembly 
13           Blue Hills Hike 
 
13           Intro to Geocaching 
               Wise Nature Center  BCR 
26-28     Winter Camping Symposium  

BCR 
 
November 
 
3             Ice Age Trail Hike 
               “Beat the Snow” 
18           Living Room Adventure 
 
 

September Monthly Meeting 
Annual Potluck Picnic 
Wednesday, Sept 5, 6:00 PM 
Braun’s Bay, Carson Park 
 
SEPTEMBER  CANOE AND POT-
LUCK PICNIC BEGINS NEW SEA-
SON 
 
Sierrans will meet for our annual pot 
luck picnic on Wednesday, the 5th, at 
6 pm. at the Braun's Bay Pavilion at 
the west side of Carson Park, Eau 
Claire.  As an added attraction, we 
will have canoes on site for the pleas-
ure of those who would like to drift the 
quite waters of the picturesque slough-
-the verdant banks, of which, actually 
defined the channel of the mighty 
Chippewa in ancient times.   
Paddles and life jackets will be avail-
able for those who need them. 
 
Bring a dish of your choice and we 
will trust that kind Fate will provide a  
wholesome cornucopia of the basic 
food types for our nourishment, and 
opulently decadent desserts for our 
enjoyment.  There will be a pot of cof-
fee available for the addicted.  This is 
a good time to BRING A FRIEND 
who might enjoy the moment and who 
might become a much needed addition 
to our group.  PLEASE BRING 
YOUR OWN EATING UTENSILS 
AND THE BEVERAGE OF YOUR 
CHOICE !!  
 
Braun's Bay can best be reached via 
the west end of Carson Park Drive at 
its intersection with Memomonie 
Street, where there's a Dairy Queen on 
the corner. Turn north on Carson Park 
Drive and the pavilion is the first turn-
off to the left. You'll see a sign there. 

October Monthly Meeting 
Utah’s Redrock Wilderness 
Wednesday, Oct 3, 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 
   
On October  3 at 7:30pm the Chippewa 
Valley Group will host a special presenta-
tion about the future of Utah wilderness.  
Utah’s spectacular redrock canyonlands 
include the largest remaining network of 
unprotected wild lands in the lower 48 
states.  An exhaustive citizens’ inventory 
has identified 9.5 million acres.  If you’ve 
ever visited one of Utah’s five national 
parks, climbed to the top of the slickrock, 
and looked across the one hundred mile 
view, it’s these lands that you are seeing.  
The citizen’s proposal for Utah wilderness 
is embodied in “Americas Redrock Wil-
derness Act” (S 1170; HR 1919) intro-
duced into Congress by Senator Richard 
Durbin of Illinois and Representative 
Maurice Hinchey of New York.  The land 
contains redrock temples, profound 
gorges, ponderosa-studded plateaus, and 
miles of naturally sculpted redrock.  Over 
the years the national campaign to protect 
these special places has fought off numer-
ous efforts to damage and exploit the 
land.  In 2006 it was an egregious pro-
posal to sell off public lands and give 
much of the proceeds to local develop-
ment projects in the Zion / Mojave area. 
Our guest presenter will be Clayton 
Daughenbaugh, an organizer for the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
(SUWA) an organization of people in 
Utah and from across the country who 
want to see this precious landscape per-
manently protected.  Clayton is also the 
Chair of the Sierra Club’s National Wild-
lands Committee. You can get more infor-
mation about SUWA and the campaign to 
protect Utah’s wilderness at www.suwa.
org. 



THE JOHN MUIR CHAPTER’S 
ANNUAL AUTUMN ASSEMBLY 

October 12-14, 2007 
Barbara Thomas, Group Chair 
The Annual Autumn Assembly is our 
Wisconsin Sierra version of an Annual 
Get Together/Annual meeting/learn 
new stuff/award some of our special 
people.  Each  assembly is coordinated 
by one of the Chapter’s 
Groups.  This year the Assembly is 
hosted by the Fox Valley Group and 
will be held at Camp Helen Brachman 
near Waupaca. I spent a weekend 
there this spring and can let you know 
it is a beautiful spot and the very plen-
tiful and wonderfully tasty  meals are 
prepared by a chef! 
Registration forms and more informa-
tion are available in your most recent 
issue of The Muir View and also on 
the Chapter website: 
www.wisconsin.sierraclub.org 
Transportation is free if you’d like to 
drive down with me!  (call 235-9771)    
Please know that the Autumn Assem-
bly name emphasizes that this is a 
gathering for ALL Sierrans and 
friends, not just members with leader-
ship positions. Please plan to join us. 
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR THE   
CHIPPEWA VALLEY GROUP 
by Barbara Thomas 
First of all, what would you LIKE to 
do?  What do you ENJOY doing? 
I KNOW there is a place for you in the 
Chippewa Valley Group!   Some  of 
our very important needs are: 
(1)  People to participate in regularly 
scheduled walks or shorter hikes (2)  
People to serve on a committee 
(chairpersons are listed on the back of 
this newsletter; they would appreciate 
hearing from you! )  Members inter-
ested in meeting on a fairly regular 
basis to creatively plan and coordinate 
the actual work of our Group should 
investigate our ExCom. Urgently 
needed are persons interested in 
(3) Conservation Committee outreach. 
(4) Provide refreshments at one or 
more monthly program meetings 
(5) People to invite and bring friends 
and neighbors to our monthly pro-
grams  Call me:  Barbara Thomas, or, 
just see me at the next meeting!  We’ll 
be looking for you!!  

Welcome, New Members! 
March, May-June 2007 

 
Altoona  Greg & Mary Barnes, Sharon & Pau Bussard, Rosemary F Durocher, 
Judy Eastman, Mary Ludvigsen  Barron  Dr R W Friedell  Cameron  Keith 
Popko  Chetek  Gail Hageh, Ed Erickson  Chippewa Falls  Eileen Cvancara, 
Terrence Halfen   Comstock  Jane Manske, Rebecca Kes 
Eau Claire  Brad Blomquist, Janice Bogstad, Andrew Brown, Julie Browne, 
Margaret Everhart, Kristin Fitts, Caroline Fossberg, Lorrie Franson, Allan Geiss, 
Diane Goldbeck, Scott Goldbeck, Bilal Naqui, Nadine Nixon & W D Dechert, 
Heather Ready, Angela Rhodes, Ralph Storm, Mark Tafel, Steven Wagener, 
Nancy Yost   Eleva  Glen Curtis   Ladysmith  Theresa Gappa, Barry Lynn, 
Nilesh Thakkar   Maiden Rock  George Dyke   Menomonie  Steve Brown, 
Emily Brantner, Ethel Cynor, Leo Schindler, Carol Sorsoleil, Bonna M Werner   
Merrillan   Debra Horan & Holly Smith   Rice Lake  Mike Paradise, Larry Simp-
son, Linda A Thompson  Strum  Jane Maule 

Election Notice to all Chippewa Valley Group Members: 
 
The date for the 2007 election of Executive Committee (ExCom) members is De-
cember 5, the date of our regular December monthly meeting.  The election will 
be held to fill vacancies for terms that expire in 2007.  An Executive Committee 
member serves for two years.  Members are encouraged to submit names that 
should be considered by the Nominating Committee.  A member’s name must be 
included on the ballot if proposed in writing by at least 15 group members prior 
to the deadline of October 12. This petition should be submitted to a member of 
the Nominating Committee. To follow is the schedule for nominations and elec-
tions. 

Annual Election 
Executive Committee 

December 5, 2007 
Schedule for Nominations and Elections 

  
May 24:   Ex Com  appoints members to serve on the Nominating Committee for 

December elections 
Sept 21:   Deadline for Nominating Committee to nominate candidates for elec-

tion and submit to the ExCom 
October 12:  Deadline for submission of petitions for candidacy by Group mem-

bers 
October 26:  ExCom appoints Election Committee  
October 26:  Ballots must be included in the November/December newsletter to 

members  
·   If an individual is not a member as of Nov 2, they cannot vote.   

December 5:  Closing date for Annual Election. (Annual Election must be held in 
the fourth quarter)     -Libby Stupak & -ed 

NEWSLETTER SURVEY FROM THE LAST NEWSLETTER 
In the last issue we requested your input regarding a possible change in dis-
tribution of this newsletter. The replies received so far by Don Smith have 
been largely favorable to the idea of dropping our usual (expensive) copy-
ing and postal mailing, and instead posting each issue on the web as a PDF 
file which you could print at your leisure. Those few members who would 
still need a mailed copy could be requested to remit a nominal fee for print-
ing and non-bulk mailing. Your ExCom will be considering all our options 
and your inputs before making a change, which probable couldn’t happen 
until next year. Thanks much for your help and feedback!!  –ed 



Outings & Events - Paul Ebel 
(Sierra-organized events indicated 
with *) 
 
Oct 6/Sat 
Parade of Colors Fall Hike* 
The Ice Age Trail includes a hilly and 
scenic segment in northern Chippewa 
County that winds around many glacial 
lakes, each reflecting the beauty of the 
seasons through the fall colors of the 
maples, birches, oaks, and aspens.  
We’ll hike about 6 miles, but shorter 
options are available. Shuttle transpor-
tation and refreshments will be pro-
vided. Start between 9 and 11 AM 
from the Chippewa Moraine Visitor 
Center 7 miles east of New Auburn.  
Richard Smith 715/967-2164 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct 12-14  
John Muir Chapter  
Autumn Assembly* 
(Also see Barbara’s column on p. 2)   
 
Some of the sessions planned by the 
Fox Group for this year’s meeting are:  
 
· John Muir Lantern Slide Show 
· Children’s Program, Folksinger 
· Trails in the Fox River Valley 
· Silent  Sports Issues 
· Running for Elected Office in 

Wisconsin 
· Outdoor Digital Photography 
· Environmental Charter Schools 
· Updates on  Environmental Issues 

in Wisconsin and the Midwest 
· Homeowner Energy Saving Tips 
· Presentation of Chapter Awards 
· Early Riser Hikes 
· Sunday 16 mile Bike Ride 
 
The featured speaker Saturday evening 
is planned to be Roy Lukes of the 
Ridges Sanctuary in Door County. Lou 
and Peter Berryman will provide the 
evening’s musical entertainment! 
Questions?  Dale at 920/739-6041 or 
dschaber@athenet.net 

Oct 13/Sat 
Blue Hills Canyon Hike*  (NEW) 
Expect a colorful day in the woods, 
critters in abundance, exploring fea-
tures of features of glacial and pre-
glacial times in several canyons on the 
southwest part of the Blue Hills. Hikes 
to various points range in round trip 
walking time from 20 minutes to 2 
hours. Total distance of hiking paths 
can range from 2 to 5 miles. Mett at 
9AM at the Blue Hills Inn at the inter-
section of CTH W and O, north of 
Weyerhaeuser. Good hiking boots are 
essential for the small-rock-filled ter-
rain. Bring a lunch.  
Jim Connell 715/234-8883  
or james.connell@uwc.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept 8/Sat  Ice Age Trail Work Day 
Sept 17/Mon  IAT Chapter Meeting 
Sept 30/Sun  Hard Rock in the 
Northwoods   While Rusk County has 
plenty of rock, it is found mostly in 
farmers' fields as stones. Actual rock 
formations are rare. We will hike to 2 
of them, the Felsenmeer and Devil's 
Kettle. Bring a lunch and liquid for a 4 
to 5 hour hike. Meet at the Blue Hills 
Inn parking lot at 10 am. If you arrive 
late, look for parked cars a mile south 
on W until 11 am. Jim Kurz, (715) 
532-7246  
For times and details of these and 
other local Ice Age Trail Events please 
see the Chippewa Moraine Chapter’s 
event web page  
www.iceagetrail.org/
ChippewaMoraine/calendar.htm 
or call Richard Smith at 715/967-2164 

Beaver Creek Reserve Events 
The following events were listed in the 
BCR Fall 2007 newsletter, but not yet 
posted on the BCR website at our press 
time. Look for them and other events at 
www.beavercreekreserve.org and click 
on Calendar of Events, or phone 
715/877-2212. Most events involve a 
nominal fee. 
 
Sept 7-9  Midwest Wild Harvest Festi-
val  Practice finding and cooking local 
edible wild foods 
Sept 8/10:30AM   Wildflower Ramble  
Native plant hike led by Pam Rasmussen 
Sept 13/6:30PM   Fall Wildflowers, 
Birds and Butterflies   Fall nature walk 
at the Henke farm led by Rick Koziel   
Sept 15/9:30AM  Tiffany Bottoms 
Wetland Train Ride  Take a day to ex-
plore the Tiffany wetlands with area 
naturalists and biologists on an ancient 
train. 
Sept 29/9:00AM  Wilderness Naviga-
tion:  Finding Your Way in Remote 
Areas  In one day learn wilderness navi-
gation using topo maps and GPS. 
Leader: Al Wiberg of UWEC’s Environ-
mental Adventure Center 
Oct 6/1:00PM  Fall Color Tour Hike   
Hike to Big Falls and with BCR Natural-
ist Jim Schwibert during the prime fall 
color season. 
Oct 13/Sat   9AM Introduction to Geo-
caching  Join Garry and Claire Foltz at 
the Wise Nature Center to learn geocach-
ing, which involves finding hidden 
“caches” using GPS. 
Oct 26-28  7th Annual Traditional 
Winter Camping Symposium  Garrett 
Conover and Paul Schurke will be some 
of the experts revealing their winter 
camping techniques.  Camp year round! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND COMING 
SOON: 
 
Nov 3/Sat – Ice Age Trail Hike* (Beat 
the Snow) 
 
Nov 18/Sun -Living Room Adventure* 
 
 
 



Chair                           Barbara Thomas*           E5190  650th Avenue  Menomonie WI 54751                            235-9771 

Vice Chair                  Steve White*                  20279 77th Ave  Chippewa Falls WI 54729                               720-8890 

Treasurer                    Eleanor Wolf*                1810 Birch St  Eau Claire WI 54703                                          835-4829 

Political/JMC Del.      Caryn Treiber*               N9021 590th St  Colfax WI 54730                                             632-2055 

Outings/Earthgreen     Paul Ebel*                      P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751                                   651-335-8759 

Env. Education           Margo Miller*                221 Washington St  Eau Claire WI 54701                                  835-4549 

ExCom Member         Bill Bean*                       E5095 Interlachen Blvd  Eleva Wi 54738                                   878-4654 

Programs                    Don Smith                       623 Jefferson St  Mondovi WI 54755                                         926-5107           

Sec’y, Newsletter       Bob St. Louis                  3352 Fear St  Eau Claire WI 54701                                            834-3774 

John Muir Chapter     Patrea Wilson                 222 S Hamilton St, #1  Madison WI 53703                         608-256-0565 

Archivist                     Virginia Hansis               1718 Royal Ct  Eau Claire WI 54701                                         832-0547 

Membership               Patty Henry                     2014 Ruby Lane  Eau Claire WI 54703                                      832-1387 

Ice Age Tr/Publicity   Richard Smith                 27200 145th St  New Auburn WI 54757                                     967-2164 

Population                  Larry Holbrook               E2285 Co Rd HH  Eleva WI 54738                                            878-4621           

Calendar Sales            Dave Rice                       1415 Highland Ave  Eau Claire WI 54701                                 835-3490 

Computer help            Libby Stupak                  2228 Windsong Ct  Eau Claire WI 54703                                   833-1941 

 * Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).                                         Except as otherwise noted, all area codes are 715. 
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