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January Monthly Meeting 
The Earth and I are of One Mind 
Wednesday, Jan 6 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 
 
WE ADDRESS NATIVE AMERI-
CAN METAPHYSICS ON JAN 6  
Speaker in January is Clayton T. 
Russell, Associate Professor of Envi-
ronmental Education and Outdoor 
Education at Northland College in 
Ashland Wisconsin.  He has taught 
for 19 years and, for the first eleven of 
these, served as the Wilderness Edu-
cation Specialist for the Sigurd Olson 
Environmental Institute. He  will dis-
cuss the pervasive "metaphysic of na-
ture" encoded within the Indigenous 
oral tradition of all North American 
tribes. We will learn about the Native 
Americans' practical and ethical un-
derstanding of relationships with the 
Land, and their code of behavior that 
some call a "sacred reciprocity".  This 
multi - layered relationship with na-
ture will be explored by our speaker 
through story, lecture and discussion. 
Professor Russell was raised in North-
ern Illinois, where Boy Scouting 
stoked his passion for the outdoor life. 
These boyhood experiences in the 
fields and woods shaped his life 
choices and academic path, which 
includes a BS earned at Western Illi-
nois University, MA at Ball State Uni-
versity, and MS from the University 
of Montana. – He enjoys canoeing, 
basket making, reading, rock climb-
ing and powwow culture. He also 
practices the Indian method of brain 
tanning hides, and does rawhide 
work, too. Clayton is active in devel-
opment of the International Camping 
Museum at Ashland. He also paddles 
historic voyageur routes in the North 
Country, canoes streams in the west-
ern states, and enjoys soaking in min-
eral hot springs at Thermopolis, WY. 
 
 

February Monthly Meeting 
Too Much Phosphorus = Pea Soup 
Wednesday, Feb 3, 7:30 PM 
North Star Middle School 

FEB 3 -- WE  WILL CONSIDER 
THE  PHOSPHORUS CONUN-
DRUM 
Denny Caneff, Executive Director of 
the Wisconsin River Alliance, will dis-
cuss the problem of serious phosphate 
pollution in Wisconsin streams. This 
promotes algae bloom and "pea soup 
lakes" , which now detract so much 
from enjoyment of water sports and fish-
ing. The algae can sometimes turn toxic 
and poison man and animals. We will 
learn about the sources of the problem 
and measures which must be taken to 
clean up the watersheds and restore riv-
ers and lakes to health.  We've invited 
other conservation groups to join us for 
this important program. 
Denny will describe the varied programs 
the Alliance promotes to accomplish 
clean-up in both urban and rural 
stretches of threatened waterways. The 
group has 3,200 individual members, 
and is supported by many businesses 
and organizations with interests in 
wholesome Wisconsin waterways. 
Denny has been with the Alliance for 6 
years. Prior to that, he was Upper Mid-
west Regional Director with the national 
American Farmland Trust (AFT) where 
he helped establish the first-ever farm-
land preservation program in Illinois. 
Caneff also served as Executive Director 
of the Wisconsin Rural Development 
Center, a sustainable agricultural advo-
cacy organization. He also was a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Cameroon, West Af-
rica.  Our speaker is an avid outdoors-
man and paddler who has canoed the 
Mississippi River from top to bottom!  
Come meet the speakers over dinner 
at 5:30 at Stella Blue's,  306 E. Madi-
son St.  North Star Middle School is at 
2711 Abbe Hill Drive in Eau Claire. 

Welcome, New Members! 
Sept 2009 

 
Eau Claire  Darlene Cornell, Dawn 
Gardow, William Reece, George 
Ripeckyj  Chippewa Falls  Rolf 
Chance   Rice Lake  Jim Dorrance, 
Timothy Doyle, John Schaffer   
Altoona   Patricia Geraghty   Thorp  
Colleen Herman   Menomonie  Re-
becca Massey     -from Patty Henry 

WISCONSIN.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CHIPPEWA 



MORE THREATS TO FAVORITE 
SPACES 
Barbara Thomas, CVG Chair 
 
I’ll bet all readers of our Chippewa 
Valley Group newsletter know about 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness----many can relate first 
hand stories of exploring and canoeing 
in these very special places. Picture 
clean, clear water; silence (save for 
birdsong and dipping canoe paddles); 
tenting under the stars; beautiful photo-
graphs to share with friends back 
home. A place like no other! 

Yet, this all is at risk. 
 
Recently we attended a forum at Ma-
calester College in St. Paul, listened to 
the speakers, picked up reading mate-
rial, chatted with some Northstar 
Chapter Sierrans. The issue is possible 
sulfide mining in the Boundary Waters 
area. A surface mine, proposed by 
PolyMet, leaves huge piles of waste 
rock and a huge pit exposed to the ele-
ments Here are some statements from a 
brochure provided by Friends of the 
Boundary Waters Wilderness. SUL-
FIDE MINING IS A FAR CRY FROM 
OUR STATE’S TRADITIONAL MIN-
ING:  When water runs off the waste 
from iron mining, it makes rust: waste 
from sulfide mining makes sulfuric 
acid which kills fish, destroys ecosys-
tems and leaches toxic metals from the 
rock. Faced with extraordinarily high 
clean up costs, mining companies have 
a history of filing for bankruptcy, aban-
doning the mines, and leaving taxpay-
ers to foot the bill.  

NEXT DOOR TO BWCA  Mining ex-
ploration now is being done near the 
South Kawishiwi River, just outside the 
Wilderness and the Little Gabbro Lake 

2010 Chippewa Valley Sierra Club 
Environmental Education Grants 
Margo Miller, Chair Env. Education 
Committee 
Our 2010 Environmental Grant pro-
gram announcements have been sent to 
schools. This is the first year that I am 
using only email as a means of commu-
nication. As it's difficult to keep up with 
email addresses feel free to help me out. 
If you know of a teacher who wasn't 
contacted and has an interest please 
contact me via email  
quill.miller@gmail.com or call 715 
835-4549. 
Proposals must be submitted by January 
31, 2010. Awards will announced by 
February 15, 2010.   

entry points. Companies have re-
quested 32 exploration permits so far. 
Mining in the BWCA watershed risks 
polluting the Boundary Waters. Ex-
ploration itself affords ecological im-
pacts--new roads, helicopters to de-
liver equipment and personnel, con-
struction of drill pads, many gallons 
of water each day, waste rock to be 
stored and its potential to generate 
acid mine drainage. Visit www.
friends-bwca.org 

————————————— 
Beautiful Calendars Going, go-
ing….This may be your last chance to 
get your 2010 Sierra calendars!  Come 
to the January meeting or call Dave at 
835-3490 or Margo at 835-4549 

ICE AGE TRAIL HIKE – CORNELL, WI  11/7/2009 



Events -  
 
Jan 5/Tue  5:00 PM 
Sierra Century Bike Ride 
Planning meeting 
All you bikers, please meet at  5 PM 
at the Goat Coffee House on Water St. 
in Eau Claire, on the future of the Si-
erra Century bike ride in May.  This 
has been the main fundraiser support-
ing our Chippewa Valley Group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 26/Tue 
6h Annual Conservation Lobby 
Day – Madison 
Please register by Jan 19 if you are 
planning to go to this event where you 
will have access to your elected state 
officials with a conservation theme. 
Some current state focus issues are 
· Preserve and protect Wisconsin’s 

drinking water 
· Advocate for an independent 

DNR secretary 
· Stop global warming in Wiscon-

sin 
This is organized by the Wisconsin 
League of Conservation Voters. One 
of the sponsors is our Chippewa Val-
ley Group.   
See www.conservationvoters.org.  
The local contact is Tom Stolp at 835-
4248 Tom@conservationvoters.org 
 
Feb 11-12/Th-Fri 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association 
On February 11-12, 2010, the Wis-
consin Wetlands Association will hold 
its 15th annual WWA wetland science 
conference in Eau Claire, WI. The 
theme of the conference will be Wet-
lands in Service and will convene 
members of the regional wetland com-
munity to discuss the latest in wetland 
science, management and protection 
issues as they relate to the ecological 
services wetlands provide. The pro-
gram for this 2-day conference will 
include a keynote address, topical oral 

sessions, a poster session, working 
groups, a banquet and wetland field 
trips. Following more than a decade-
long tradition, it is anticipated that 
this year’s conference will contribute 
to a growing regional collaboration 
for protecting and conserving Wiscon-
sin’s wetlands. 

 
Feb 26/Fri 
Aldo Leopold Banquet and Auction 
The 5th Annual Aldo Leopold Ban-
quet & Silent Auction is scheduled for 
February 26, 2010 at Westgate Sports-
man Club on the west side of Eau 
Claire. Last year approximately 200 
persons attended.  Dan Langlois 
LANGLODT@uwec.edu 

 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
 
Local Notes 
1.  The North Star Middle School 
has recently made available to us at 
our meetings a fine projector and 
sound system. Come to a meeting and 
enjoy them! 
 
2.  If this newsletter was not sent to 
your e-mail recently, it could be that 
you have changed e-mails but not no-
tified national or the newsletter editor. 
Please keep us up to date by contact-
ing stlouir2002@yahoo.com 

3.  If you’d be willing to help us with 
refreshments at one or more of our 
monthly meetings please contact Barb 
Thomas at 235-9771. Thanks! 
 
4.  Many thanks to Terri Shewczyk for 
serving on the ExCom the past two 
years.  We will miss her there but expect 
to see her at meetings and events as 
usual. Incidentally it was Terri who de-
signed the Sierra Century logo seen on 
the left of this page.  She also has edited 
this newsletter in the past. 
 
5.  Many of you know our former Group 
member and avid canoeist Rick Kark . 
In the December 2009 issue of Silent 
Sports magazine there is a letter to the 
editor by Tom Bogaard of Victoria, 
Minnesota.  It seems that in the late 
1980’s Bogaard was paddling the Jump 
River between County N and the town of 
Jump River, when he came across a pad-
dle of composite material with Kark’s 
last name and a partial phone number 
on it. Bogaard gives a list of the many 
rivers he has paddled using the nice 
paddle he found, and at the end ex-
presses hope that Rick can accept the 
good use it has been put to since that 
time.  A picture of the Kark paddle is 
included.  Bogaard also mentions that in 
the previous issue of the magazine, ca-
noeing editor Mike Svob had a story  
about Kark entitled “Wisconsin’s most 
prolific paddler.” 
 
6.  What’s a watt?  For us at home the 
watts used tells us how fast we are burn-
ing up electrical energy. Kilowatt-hours 
measures energy itself.  You can meas-
ure your own energy usage with a watt-
meter. One can be checked out like a 
book, at the Eau Claire Public Library. 
Just ask at the circulation desk. (You’ll 
need a library card, natch!) 



October 10, 2009  Blue Hills Canyon 
Country Hike 
A brisk wind and an overnight sifting of 
snow greeted the hardy souls eager to ex-
perience "Devil's Kettle" and "Felsenmere 
Canyon" in a setting of full October-woods 
color. The woods calmed the wind at hiker 
level and offered us the wonders of the 
"wild" and of the timbering process. We 
had the additional benefit of being joined 
by folks from the Eau Claire Chinese Cul-
tural Association. Water was flowing pic-
turesquely over the waterfall filling Devils 
Kettle, and light snow frosting on the 
rocks provided a distinctly different ap-
pearance to Felsenmere Canyon, which 
still supported growth in the unique plant 
community on the upper south slope. A 
few ravens, squirrels, and a scurrying vole 
represented the otherwise-hunkering forest 
critters. If you couldn't be with us, imagine 
the splash of color of leaves drifted onto 
the new white snow and words of conver-
sation hovering as visible breath in the 
Autumn air.    -Jim Connell 

In the notch of the mighty Felsenmeer  

ON SUGAR RIVER TRAIL  
Don Smith 
 
In cool deep shade,  
under mighty trees,  
we rested in  
a summer breeze  
And heard a lonely  
mourning dove  
calling in the  
leaves above.  
We lingered long  
with gratefulness,  
drinking in  
this sensuousness.  
Then, going on....  
We packed that  
little gift away...  
the memory,  
to recollect another day. 

Jim Eggert, a longtime member of our 
Group, is a prolific author and eco-nomist 
who lives in Colfax with wife Pat. You 
may be familiar with one of his earlier 
books: Song of the Meadowlark (1999), or 
his economics books.  His most recent of-
fering  “Meadowlark Economics” (North 
Atlantic, Berkeley, 2009) is a collection of 
his essays, in three parts: I. Meadowlark 
Values  II. Henry Thoreau and Charles 
Darwin  III. On Cosmic and Spiritual Evo-
lution. Meadowlark economics is a term 
Jim uses for green economics. This is 
beautiful writing. Take a look if you get a 
chance!  

Blue Hills Hikers – Oct 10, 2009 



Chippewa Valley Group - ExCom Election 
January 2010 Election 

The annual election of executive committee members will take place at the monthly meeting held on January 6, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 
at North Star Middle School, 2711 Abby Hill, Eau Claire, WI.  The Nominating Committee (Patty Henry, Libby Stupak, and 
Eleanor Wolf) has nominated  Paul Ebel, Margo Miller, and Barbara Thomas, who are running for re-election.  Steve Scoll 
was also nominated, who, if elected, would serve his term in place of Terri Shewczyk (who is not running for re-election.). In-
cluded above is a statement provided by Steve.  Terms are for the two years 2010-2011. Continuing members on the 7-person  
Committee are Bill Bean, Don Nelson, and Caryn Treiber.  
 

OFFICIAL BALLOT – 2010 
SIERRA CLUB - CHIPPEWA VALLEY GROUP EXECUTIVE COMMI TTEE 

 
Directions:  You must be a member as of Jan 1, 2010, to vote in this election. Vote for up to 4 candidates. Spaces have been 
provided for write-ins.  If yours is a single membership, use Member 1 space to vote.  If a joint membership, each member may 
vote. Please bring your ballot to the meeting.  If you forget to bring your ballot to the December meeting, blank ballots will be 
provided there.  If you cannot come to the December meeting, you may mail your ballot to the newsletter editor, Bob St. Louis, 
3352 Fear St., Eau Claire, WI 54701, so that he receives it prior to Jan 5, 2010. 
 
Member 1                                      Member 2                                     Candidate 
 
________                                       _________                                     Paul Ebel  
 
________                                       _________                                     Margo Miller  
 
________                                       _________                                     Steve Scoll 
 
________                                       _________                                     Barbara Thomas 
                                                                      
________                                   _________                                 __________________________ 
                                                                                                    (write-in ) 
 

New Candidate for Group ExCom 
 
In a nutshell...My wife and I have lived off grid on a hilltop north of Colfax for thirty years raising three kids and various crit-
ters. Before Reagan rescinded renewable energy tax credits I made a living installing wind electric machines in the upper mid-
west and Montana as well as teaching moonshining techniques to farmers in Kansas.  
Now I divide my time between having to work periodically as a plaster contractor, sailing, or waiting for Lake Superior to thaw 
sufficiently to allow me to resume sailing. Cheers, 
Steve Scoll   N 12096 730th. St., Wheeler, WI 54772, 715-658-1259 home, 556-1891 cell 



Chair                          Barbara Thomas*          E5190  650th Avenue   Menomonie WI 54751                         235-9771 

Vice Chair/Env Edu   Margo Miller*               221 Washington St   Eau Claire WI 54701                               835-4549 

Treasurer                    Eleanor Wolf                 1810 Birch St  Eau Claire WI 54703                                        835-4829 

Political/JMC Del.      Caryn Treiber*              N9021 590th St   Colfax WI 54730                                          632-2055 

Events/Earthgreen      Paul Ebel*                     P.O. Box 141  Menomonie WI 54751                                651-335-8759 

ExCom Member         Bill Bean*                     E5095 Interlachen Blvd   Eleva WI 54738                               878-4654 

Secretary                    Terri Schewczyk*          620 Deyo St  Eau Claire WI 54703                                          577-8653 

Computer Liason        Don Nelson*                 3728 Alf Ave  Eau Claire WI 54703                                        831-6210 

Programs                    Don Smith                     623 Jefferson St   Mondovi WI 54755                                      926-5107          

Conservation              open 

Newsletter/Web Pg     Bob St. Louis                 3352 Fear St  Eau Claire WI 54701                                          834-3774 

John Muir Chapter     Shahla Werner              222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1   Madison WI 53703               608-256-0565 

Archivist                    Virginia Hansis             1718 Royal Ct   Eau Claire WI 54701                                      832-0547 

Membership               Patty Henry                   2014 Ruby Ln   Eau Claire WI 54703                                      832-1387 

Ice Age Tr/Publicity   Richard Smith               27200 145th St   New Auburn WI 54757                                 967-2164 

Population                  Paul Ebel*                     P.O. Box 141   Menomonie WI 54751                               651-335-8759          

Calendar Sales            Dave Rice                      1415 Highland Ave   Eau Claire WI 54701                              835-3490 

Sierra Century Ride    open 

 * Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).                                       Except as otherwise noted, all area codes are 715 
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