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May Monthly Meeting
Home Energy Conservation
Wednesday, May 7, 7:30 PM
North Star Middle School

ENERGY CONSERVATION AND ALTERNATIVE
SYSTEMS AT MAY 7 MEETING

Specialistlim Erdman of Menomonie will present a program on energy
conservation systems for homes, and will discuse gif-the-art equipment that
can replace standard energy sources. He has Bgfeaxperience in the field,
including the use of photo-voltaics and wind, tavpo his own household.

Jim gleans new information from workshops and sbourses which he

then judges for practicality and economic feadiilFrom this experience, he has
presented many programs and workshops on renewabitgy and new methods
of producing it and using it conservatively. Thidl be our last program for the
season.

We will meet at Stella Blue's for a quick suppeb&0, and the

program begins at 7:30 at North Star Middle Schadl,1 Abbe Hill Dr

This will be the last Chippewa Valley Group meefimgthe season. Our next
meeting will be irBeptember.See you then!.

Saving the planet, one resource at a time!

Wondering how you can take a baby step to help reduce resource con-
sumption and save the Sierra Club a few dollars at the same time? It's
simple: just switch to the new Chippewa Valley Sierra e-Newslettén

pdf format.

Instead of a gas-hungry (mailed), tree-hungry (paper) newsletter, you'll
get your bi-monthly dose of local Sierra news and events, meeting and
outings reports, and other good stuff in your e-mail inbox. You can file i
away for future reference and it will always be where you can find it!
And the pictures will even be in color!

How do you switch? Just send an e-mail to STLOUIR@UWEC.EDU an
we'll add you to the e-mail list and turn off the flow of paper! It's just
one more thing you can check off on your carbon footprint to-do list.
-Richard Smith

[

Next newsletter deadline is Aug 7, 2008. Have aapsummer!! -ed




Scenic Wisconsin! Chippewa Valley Sierra Club Environmental Education Awards 2008
Barbara Thomas, Chair, CV Group by Margo Miller, Chair, Environmental Education Co mmittee

Right up there with the Sierra Club on The Chippewa Valley Group of the Sierra Club hasrbawarding Environmental
my list of “most important organiza-  Education Grants since 1987. Grants for 2008 warently awarded. The schools
tions” is Scenic Wisconsin. Imagine--- that received Grants this year were Colfax HighydgrMiddle, North Star Middle
riding along a rural road on your bike, and Ladysmith High.

surrounded by trees, rolling hills,

farmland, small communities. It's all  Colfax High Schoolwas awarded a grant for an Earthweek Project. taill

so beautiful, until.... the advertising  beautify the Colfax community by cleaning-up traslanting trees etc. They will
billboard looms, imposing itself on  also take field trips to see Kenny Salway, The [Riger Rat, and to the U of MN
your senses. Lady Bird Johnson’s Raptor Center.

Highway Beautification Act of 1965

(HBA) was designed to protect natural Bruce Middle and High Schoolwill use grant dollars for a Bruce School Earth
and scenic beauty along federal-aid  Day. There are numerous projects planned suchrasapd campground clean-up,
highways. The HBA today is planting flowers and cemetery raking.

“broken.” Scenic Wisconsin members

work with legislators and interested  North Star Middle School requested and received an award to help studeatsiat
citizens to strengthen and enforce the the Trees For Tomorrow Summer School Science Caiip.is an environmental
intent of the HBA. With that in mind,  camp in Eagle River, WI.

Scenic Wisconsin is inviting persons

to join them in Door County for a Ladysmith High Schoolreceived a grant to help students finish their Bbeglter
“Door County & Lake to Lake PUB-  Project. This log shelter will be used for enviremtal classes and will be open for
LIC SCENIC SEMINAR.” This is part Community sponsored events.

of Scenic Wisconsin outreach to all

areas of Wisconsin. An optional buffet Students, teachers and all who take the time dod &6 make these projects work
dinner and trolley ride ($) and bonfire deserve a huge Thank You for their dedication!

are available along with the Scenic

Seminar and a chance to experience The Chippewa Valley Sierra Club raises dollarstfese grants through our Sierra
natural beauty of that area. I'm looking Century Bike Ride which will be May 18, 2088ease join us to have a great ride
forward to a nice camping weekend in and help support our Environmental Educational Alsafund.

Door County, beginning with the

Seminar on Thursday, June 5. See the

web for more information and RSVP’s

scenicwisconsin.orgr Charley

Weeth at 608-784-3212.

Welcome, New Members!
Jan & Feb 2008

Altoona Cheryl JohnsonCameron Kathy Brock, C CrotteauChippewa Falls
Brian Hefty, Diane Kuhn, Renee Laronge, Randallséfl Cumberland Harold
Blumer Durand June ThomasEau Claire Ruth Buchholz, Jim & Julie Dickerson,
Alva Douglas, Jennifer Eddy, W Gold, Charles Gorellaren Grams, Ed & Beth
Hicks, Patricia Jochimsen, Cheryl Kuhtz, Vicki MatkBriana Murphy, Kathleen
Oleary, Frances Peardon, Steve Phillips, John S¢thodane Van Gorden, Lucille
Wachs, Ronald WarloskiElImwood Martin Van Hawkins Ralph Lebal Jim
Falls Terry Bergeron Menomonie Robert R Bolin, Karen Donnelly, Richard
Gauger, Kenneth Heintz, Paul Wurtz, Linda Youigrrillan Michelle J Clark
Mondovi Allan Campbell Osseo Jan Behringer, Steven BerBepin Fred
Diedrich, Betty FolsomRice Lake Alice Mianecki, Hilde Perala, John & Mardell
Schnell, Lesha WeissSheldon Barbara ProkopStanley Diane Manson Strum
Dennis Clark

Scenic Wisconsin




Outings - Paul Ebel
* Sierra organized

May 4/Sun*
Ice Age Bike Ride

Join the Pie Riders for a 40 mile road
bide ride through Ice Age terrain.
Maybe spring flowers?. Maybe snow-
storm. Possible. Fun? You bet! Start in
Cornell at 10 AM at the parking lot
across from John Henry's Café. A rest
stop, with beverages and muffins at the
Ice Age Visitor Center on CTH M.
Eleanor Wolf 835-4829

or ellewolfl@hotmail.com

May 18/Sun*

Sierra Century Bicycle Tour

The 11th Annual Tour takes place rain
or shine, with distance options of 12,
30, 60, 80, or 100 miles with some new
routes. (see registration form in this
newsletter or online with area maps at
our websitavisconsin.sierraclub.org/
chippewa/century.htm(type this_once
then add it to your Favorites list!)

The proceeds from this
event go toward our
Group’s environmental
education grants to area
schools. Even if you don't
bike much, give the 12 miley
toura try or be a volunteer.
For a ride brochure or
more information, or if
you're willing to volunteer
a couple hours for the
Club, please contact Dick at
715-726-1446 or
DJRUNNER124@HOTMAIL.COM

Pie Rides

Pie bike rides are scheduled for Tues-
days and Thursdays at 6 PM, weekends
and some Friday mornings.
sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/
ECPieRidersor call Eleanor 835-4829

&

May 20/Tue 8:30-4:30

Energy Solutions Conference
UW-River Falls: Speakers from Post
Carbon Institute and Rock Mountain
Institute, breakout sessions.
TheSynergyConference.com/green

June 7/Sat*

Some Field Trips of the Natural

National Trails Day Hike

Resources Foundation of Wiscon-

Celebrate National Trails Day on one 0 sin:

the Ice Age Trail's newest segments, th

new Chippewa River segment. Refrest May 3 or Sept 21 9 AM-3 PM

ments provided. 10 AM at the Ice Age Trip #4 Train Ride and birds of Tif-
Trail head parking lot, 2 miles north of fany Bottoms

Cornell on CTH CC. Richard Smith
715/967-2164 rbsmith@mac.com

June 7 10 AM-3 PM

Jun 18/Wed*

Solstice Canoe Outing

Canoe or kayak the Chippewa River on
the evening of the longest day of the

Trip #38 Beautiful bogs of Taylor
County

July 26 10 AM-Noon

year! Renee Ebel, reneefe@charter.net Trip #65 The “power” in landfills

726-1615
June 20-22/Fri-Sun

Seven Mile Creek, Eau Claire Co.
Power for 3,500 homes!

Energy Fair — Custer, WI (east of Stev- 1) wisconservation.org

ens Point)Join the Midwest Renewable 2) Wisconsin Natural Resources
Energy Association for the premier en- magazine Apr 2008 pp 10-16
ergy education event in the nation. Lea wnrmag.com

about clean energy and sustainable liv-
ing, connect with experts, and return
home ready to act. Hundreds of work-
shops and exhibits; entertainment, key-
note speaker, activities for the whole
family. the-mrea.org 715-592-6595
July 19/Sat*

Photography Excursion

Traditional film or digital photography
of pleasing views of Spring Valley dam,
lake, river, and the town, to stimulate
your photographic imagination. Meet at
10 AM at the parking lot at McKay and
Third St (across from the Cenex Station
in Spring Valley. Paul Ebel 651/335-
8759 paulebel44@yahoo.com

or Caryn Treiber 715/632-2055
ctreiber@discover-net.net

Aug 2/Sat*
Kayak Adventure

Come along on a trip on the gorgeous
Red Cedar River. We'll put in at the
Hwy 29 bridge in Menomonie, and float
down to Irvington, or optionally to
Downsville. Meet at 10 AM at the put-in
parking area, STH 29 bridge. Zachary
Konkol: 834-4099

or gregory.konkol@ubs.com. Paul Ebel
(see above)

ICE AGE TRAIL EVENTS
iatchippewa.org

May 10 & Aug 9 9:30 AM Trail Im-
provementMay 15-18 Murphy Flow-
ageMay 19 & July 21 6 PM Chapter
meetingsJune 710 AM Nat. Trails Day
Hike May 4 & Aug 3 1 PM “First
Sunday” Hikes —Visitor's Center

Chippewa Valley Paddlers
2008 Schedule

Jump River May 3 Odelia
McLaughlin, Mississippi River May
17 Jenny Bjurquist and Paul Peltier
Totagatic River May 31 Jim Connel
and Diane Kuhn,Yellow River Jun
14 Donna Martin and Steve White,
Solstice Paddle Jun 18Renee Fon-
taine-Ebel, Flambeau River (North)
Jun 28 Bruce FranceHay River Jul
12 Sue and Jim BlockBrat Feed
Jul 17 Irvine Park,Namekagon River
Jul 26 Marilyn and John Kinnickin-
nic River Aug 2 Donna Martin and
Steve White,Bois Brule River Aug
16 Penny FranceBuffalo River Aug
23 Date not definite Red Cedar
River Sept 13 Jenny HellerEau
Claire River Sept 27 Paul and Deb
Kaiser.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
CVpaddlers




More to Do

BEAVER CREEK RESERVE
EVENTS — phone 715/877-2212
For details visit Calendar at
beavercreekreserve.org

Some of these require a nominal fee.

Bird Walks Saturdays 6:30 AM

May 3-BCR May 10-Putnam Park
May 17-Seymour Cray Bridge Walk-
ing Trail May 24- Lowes Creek Park
(fee) May 31-BCR June 2Wise Na-
ture Center

May 3/Sat 9 AM-noon
Stream Monitoring Workshop

May 10/Sat 9 AM-1 PM
Annual Native Plant Sale

Report on Railroad Initiative Meeting
by Tom Clarke

Seventy two folks learned more about the poss#sliof passenger rail service re-
turning to this part of Wisconsin at the WEST CHRML WISCONSIN RAIL INI-
TIATIVE recent annual meeting in Hudson. Keyngtimas Randy Wade, Passer
ger Rail Manager of the Wisconsin Department ofn§pertation.

Mr. Wade reported that the National Surface Trartspion Policy and Revenue
Study Commission, a federal advisory group, is maoending federal spending or
transportation of an ADDITIONAL $140 billion PER YR. ONLY $5 billion is
proposed in additional funding per year for intéy-cail passenger programs. Mo
of the rest of the $140 billion would fund masssgending on roads and bridges.
federal gas tax increase of five to eight centaf yeproposed. This will fuel high-
way expansion projects like the $1 billion curreanstruction of the Marquette in-
terchange in Milwaukee and the nearly $600 millwaposed mile long freeway
bridge over the wild and scenic St. Croix RiveGtlwater.

How do you like them apples?

June 7/Sat 10:30-Noon
What's That Tree? (NEW)
June 7/Sat 1-4 PM

Late Spring Hike to Big Falls

June 14/Sat 10:30 AM
All About Butterflies

3rd Saturdays 8 PM
Observatory programs at Hobbs Ob-

servatory by CV Astronomical Soc.

Habitat Service Trip Planned
Tony and Nancy Schuster, Sierra Club
members from Chippewa Falls, are lead
a Habitat for Humanities trip to Szarvas,
Hungary Sept 27-Oct 12. They will be
building simple, energy-efficient, light-
frame construction multi-family housing
and are looking for people to join them.

construction experience is required, though

people with a strong sense of community
and a great work ethic are encouraged t

apply. If you are interested, email them at

AGSUSTR@CHARTER.NET
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with 2008 Earthgreen Awardderemy
Gragert, at the April meeting of the Chip-
pewa Valley Group.
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From left: Eleanor Wolf, Barbara Thomas,



FromRick Kark’'s slide show at our
March meeting. Scenes from Can-
ada's South Nahanni River, 2007




More Kark’s trip photography — The e-mail and online versions of
the newsletters are in beautiful color. Are you missing thesa?







Mini-Directory — Chippewa Valley Group

Chair Barbara Thomas* E5190 650th Avenue Menomonie WI 54751 235-9771

Vice Chair/Env. Ed. Margo Miller* 221 Washington St Eau Claire W1 54701 835-4549

Treasurer Eleanor Wolf* 1810 Birch St Eau Claire WI 54703 835-4829
Political/lJMC Del.  Caryn Treiber* N9021 590th St Colfax WI 54730 632-2055
Outings/Earthgreen  Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
ExCom Member Bill Bean* E5095 Interlachen Blvd Eleva WI 54738 878-4654
ExCom Member Terri Schewczyk* @26yo St Eau Claire WI 54703 577-8653
Programs Don Smith 623 Jefferson St Mondovi WI 54755 926-5107
Conservation open

Sec’y, Newsletter Bob St. Louis 3352 Fear St Eau Claire WI 54701 834-3774
John Muir Chapter ~ Shahla Werner 222 S Hamilton St, Suite 1 Madison WI 53703 608-256-0565

Archivist Virginia Hansis 1718 Royal Ct Eau Claire WI 54701 832-0547
Membership Patty Henry 2014 Ruby Ln Eau Claire WI 54703 832-1387
Ice Age Tr/Publicity Richard Smith 27200 145th St New Auburn WI 54757 967-2164
Population Paul Ebel* P.O. Box 141 Menomonie WI 54751 651-335-8759
Calendar Sales Dave Rice 1415 Highland Ave Eau Claire W1 54701 835-3490
Computer Liason Libby Stupak 2228 Windsong Ct Eau Claire W1 54703 833-1941

* Member of Executive Committee (ExCom).

Except as otherwiséed, all area codes are 715

Sierra Club
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