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Full Speed Ahead for Green Transpor-

tation and KRM!  
By Kerry Thomas 

Next Step: State budget. 
Good news for the environment!  We are poised to 

gain historic transit advancements like KRM (Kenosha-

Racine-Milwaukee) Commuter Rail, and provide the 
foundation for a clean, efficient regional transit network 

in SE Wisconsin that will spur sustainable economic 

growth and ensure the vitality of families, neighborhoods, 
and cities!  KRM is a proposed 33-mile commuter rail 

line between Milwaukee and Kenosha that would connect 

to Metra trains and link the Milwaukee-Chicago eco-

nomic corridor, with 9 stops planned in Wisconsin and 
connecting to 25 communities and Chicago in NE Illi-

nois.  KRM and other public transit are powerful energy 

conservation tools that will shrink our energy burden and 
reduce unhealthy smog and greenhouse gases. 

On November 10, after two years of discussion and 

study, the temporary SE Wisconsin Regional Transit Au-

thority (RTA) came together in a 6-1 super majority vote 
to recommend investing in greener transportation systems 

by making the RTA permanent, removing existing local 

public transit costs from the property tax ($1.7 million in 
Racine) and instituting a stable and adequate dedicated 

funding source of up to a 0.5% sales tax (Racineôs would 

be about 0.25%, or 25 cents on $100 of taxable items).  
The RTAôs recommendation was delivered to the Gover-

nor and legislature for needed action.  The RTA includes 

Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha counties. 

In February, Governor Doyle included RTA language 
in his state budget proposal that will allow local commu-

nities to create an RTA.  This is a truly visionary plan to 

build an efficient transit network that is so vital to a clean 
and prosperous future.  Now the RTA must stay in the 

state budget bill until it is signed by the Governor in 

June. 
This amazing window of opportunity is very short.  

An adequate dedicated local funding source and a perma-

See KRM (Continued on page 5) 

Let's improve recycling at public events 

The Southeast Gateway Group is working with a 

larger group including Racine Recycles and Green 

Kenosha to increase recycling at public events.  An 

expected grantor has suspended grants so we need to 

act quickly to get the program in place for summer 

events and festi-

vals.  We need to 

purchase recycling 

frames with tops 

that can be lent to 

event organiz-

ers.  Please con-

sider sending your 

contribution to 

Southeast Gateway 

Group in 

the enclosed enve-

lope to purchase 

recycling containers or to Sierra Club Foundation-

SEGG for other educational programs that we pro-

vide. 
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& Events 

 April 2:   Conservation Committee meeting  at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

Contact John at (262) 633-8455 if you want to join the Committee or with suggestions for the agenda. 

April 9:   Executive Committee Meeting at UW-Parkside, Tallent Hall, Room 281, at 6:30 p.m. 

April 13:   Conservation Congress Spring Hearings starting at 7:00 p.m. in Kenosha County at Bristol Grade School, 

20121 83rd St., Bristol; in Racine County at Union Grove High School (Hwy 45 entance) 3433 S. Colony Avenue, 

Union Grove; and in Walworth County at Delavan/Darien High School, 150 Cummings, Delavan. 

April 16:   Spring Hikes in Racine and Kenosha ï Roger Chernik will present a program on hikes in our area.  The 

program will be at the Olympia Brown UU Church (downstairs), 625 College Ave. in Racine at 7:00 p.m.  Join us 

for a bite to eat before the program at Saluteôs, 314 Main St., Racine at 5:00 p.m.  See article on p. 5. 

April 18:   Racine Eco-Fair  at Holy Communion Lutheran Church, 2000 W. Sixth St. Racine, (The church on the Hill) 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  See article on p. 8   

April 21:   Happy Birthday John Muir 

April 23:   The SEGG Book Club meets at Jay and Melissa Warnerôs, 4444 N. Green Bay Rd., Racine, at 7:00 p.m. to 

discuss Blue Latitudes by Tony Horwitz.  Join the club for a potluck supper at 5:00 p.m.  Contact Melissa at (262) 

639-0918 for more information. 

April 25:   Southeast Wisconsin celebrates Earth Day!  We will do it by removing invasive, alien plant species from 

Colonial Park in Racine from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Bring sturdy clothing, work gloves, eye protection, drinking water 

and, if available, clippers, weed diggers, saws, etc.  Meet at the west end of West High Street for assignments and 

tools supplied by WeedOut! Racine.  See article on p. 8. 

May 2:  Highway 38 Cleanup  starting at 9:00 a.m.  Meet at Bob and Betty Gerickeôs house, 3927 North Lane, (east of 

State Highway 38 and north of County Highway K).  Learn how some drivers canôt tell the difference between a car 

window and a wastebasket.  A potluck lunch will follow the cleanup. 

May 7:  Conservation Committee meeting at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact John at (262) 633-8455 with any questions, items for the agenda, etc. 

May 14:  Executive Committee Meeting at US-Parkside, Tallen Hall, Orchard Room at 6:30 p.m. 

May 16:   Chicago Green Festival, group trip to Navy Pier in Chicago via the Metra leaving Kenosha at 8:45 a.m.  

Metra fare is $5 round trip; festival admission $15, and bus fare from the station to Navy Pier is approximately $2.  

For more information see http://www.greenfestivals.org/chicago/.  To sign up, contact Ken Hecht at 

kennyhecht@wi.rr.com 

Calendar (Continued on page 5) 

Meetings  

All Sierra Club members, as well as non-members, are wel-

come and encouraged to attend all activities and meetings. 

Outings:  Liability Waiver & Carpoolingé 
   In order to participate in one of the Sierra Clubôs outings, you will 

need to sign a liability waiver.  If you would like to read a copy of the 

waiver prior to the outing, please see http://www.sierraclub.org/

outings/chapter/forms/ or call (415) 977-5630. 

   In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is cus-

tomary that participants make carpooling arrangements.  The Sierra 

Club does not have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes 
no liability for them.  Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is 

strictly a private arrangement among the participants.  Participants 

assume the risks associated with this travel. 

   CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute 

approval by the State of California 

http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
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I flew to rainy northern California to visit family last 
month and like any good environmentalist, I felt guilty 

about the carbon footprint my travel left behind. I know 

airplanes burn a lot of fuel, even if itôs less per passenger 

mile than automobiles. But I am going to travel, and I sus-
pect you are too.  To find a way out of this dilemma I 

googled ñgreen travelò and I found some useful informa-

tion. 
The site http://www.independenttraveler.com (look 

under features, Go Green Travel Center) has lots of good 

ideas on eco-friendly lodging and tours, as well as tips for 
acting more responsibly while traveling, like turning down 

the heating and AC when youôre not in the room, using lin-

ens and towels more than once, and using public transpor-

tation in town, rather than renting a car. 
Choosing a destination?  Independent traveler has se-

lected sites in Norway, Kenya, Palau, Costa Rica and India 

ñnot only for their unique biodiversity but also for a local 
commitment to maintaining the beauty and integrity of 

these places through sustainable tourismò.   They sound 

entrancing to me! 
Ever think about taking an ocean voyage? All cruise 

lines are not the same ï and this site compares them.  For 

instance, they vary in their waste disposal procedures; one 

line uses no plastic for passengers, another boasts a ñzero 
wasteò policy.  Some lines connect to shore power to avoid 

using diesel while in port.  One company uses a new non-
toxic coating which decreases drag and thus increases fuel 

efficiency. Many lines promote environmental awareness 

through programs on board, and at least one carries re-

search instruments that send oceanographic and climate 
data to a university lab. 

I learned that I can assuage my guilt by buying carbon 

offsets.  Basically I contribute money to groups that work 
on projects that take in carbon  - like planting trees ï or that 

reduce carbon output in the future, such as constructing 

solar and windpower facilities.  Itôs a little like buying in-
dulgences before the Reformation. 

The site above lists many groups ï both for profit and 

non-profit ï that  provide carbon offsets.  For instance the 

http://www.carbonfund.org  calculator tells me that my 
share of carbon dioxide emissions on this trip was .67 tons, 

and for a $6.66 donation I can get rid of my guilt.  This do-

nation would build wind farms in Iowa or California, con-
vert landfill gas to electricity in Massachusetts, reforest 

parts of Nicaragua, Louisiana, or Brazil, or provide elec-

tricity at truck stops so drivers can turn off their engines 
(and save a gallon of diesel every hour) while resting. 

Take your environmental values with you on vacation 

by consulting this or a similar website before you go.  

Happy trails! 

From 

  The 
Chair  

Melissa Warnerð

photo by Armin Clobes 

by John Berge 
Some years ago, the Southeast Gateway Group made 

commitments to various levels of government to do three 

highway cleanups per year along a 3-mile stretch of High-

way 38 and to replace invasive, alien plant species with 
native species in Colonial Park along the Root River Path-

way, and at the Pringle Nature Center in Kenosha County.  

We may not have been aware of how long those commit-
ments would last, but the Conservation and Executive 

Committees have reconfirmed them over the years.  Com-

mitment means nothing without a continuously renewed 
supply of volunteers.  It takes a dozen people to do the 

Highway Cleanups and anywhere from a couple to a couple 

dozen to remove the invasive, alien plant species in the 

parks.  If you have not been a volunteer recently in one of 
these endeavors, consider joining us.  These commitments 

can be rewarding and inspiring as we work side-by-side 

with others in returning a service to our community.  Be-

sides, theyôre fun!  See the calendar for dates. 
You may notice that the above list doesnôt include any 

projects in Walworth County or even the western parts of 

Racine and Kenosha Counties.  Sierrans in those parts of 
the SEGG area might want to get together with their 

neighbors and find a similar project where they can work 

without having a long drive.  Contact our Membership 
Chair, Kari Olesen, at kari-ann_02@hotmail.com for assis-

tance in contacting your neighbor Sierrans. 

VOLUNTEERS AND COMMITMENTS  

http://www.independenttraveler.com/
http://www.carbonfund.com/
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   Beyond CFLs
*  

By Rebecca 

Eisel 

Reduce Your Carbon Footprint 

While Reducing Your Risk of Iden-

tity Theft  
It happens to all of us ï we open 

up our mailbox only to find a moun-

tain of catalogs, ads, and pre-approved 

credit card offers.  Now itôs time for a 
game of ñhide and seekò as we look 

for the bills and letters that are buried 

in the junk so we donôt accidently 
throw out something important.  The 

daily ritual of dealing with junk mail is 

more than just an annoyance, it is part 

of our carbon footprint and it contrib-
utes to climate change. 

According to the Do Not Mail 

Campaign (http://donotmail.org/), 
Americans receive more than 100 bil-

lion pieces of junk mail every single 

year.  Thatôs about 848 pieces per 
household.  It takes around 100 million 

trees to produce the junk mail we do 

not want.  In fact, we wonôt even open 

44% of these unwelcome deliveries. 
How much carbon does creating 

and delivering all that junk mail gener-

ate?  The equivalent of ñmowing 20 
billion lawnsò, according to Do Not 

Mail, ñIf the image of 100 billion 

pieces of junk mail isnôt enough to 
scare you, picture an army of lawn 

mowers thatôs three times greater than 

the population of the planetò. 

How does junk mail create so 
much carbon?  Those 100 million trees 

that get cut down are located all over 

the globe ï places like Indonesia, Can-
ada, and the United States. The paper 

mills that process them may be some-

where else entirely.  Itôs not unusual 

for the U.S. to ship trees overseas to be 
processed into paper and then ship the 

paper back to make junk mail.  Trees 

also store a lot of carbon, much of 
which ends up in landfills to decom-

pose and release its carbon when the 
junk mail gets thrown away. 

Junk mail isnôt just bad for the 

environment, itôs bad for us.  Those 

credit card offers in our mailboxes put 
us at risk for identity theft.  ID Theft 

Awareness.com  (http://

www.idtheftawareness.com/) states 
that identity thieves love to steal credit 

card offers from mailboxes.  It is an 

easy way for them to get a credit card 
in your name. 

In tough economic times such as 

these it may seem like junk mail is at 

least a way to keep postal workers em-
ployed.  Unfortunately junk mail is not 

saving the Post Office.  The Associ-

ated Press reported in January 2009 
that the Post Office lost $2.8 billion in 

the last fiscal year in spite of increas-

ing the price of a first class stamp.  
Perhaps their downfall is that they give 

the largest discounts to the businesses 

that inundate us with things like pizza 

ads, offers to switch phone service, 
and pre-approved credit card applica-

tions we donôt want, while the price of 

a first-class stamp keeps going up for 
people mailing single letters or the 

occasional bill. 

So what can you do to stop getting 

all this junk mail? 
Get rid of all those easy-to-steal 

credit card offers by going to https://

www.optoutprescreen.com or by call-
ing 1-888-5OPTOUT to opt out of re-

ceiving credit card offers for 5 years 

or, even better, permanently.  You can 
opt back in at any time.  All three ma-

jor credit bureaus use this same toll-

free number to let consumers choose 

not to receive pre-screened credit of-
fers. Make the call for each person in 

your family including teenagers. 

You can stop about 80% of the rest 
of junk mail by going to Direct Mailôs 

Do Not Mail website at https://

www.directmail.com/directory/

mail_preference/.  Fill out the online 
form for each member of your house-

hold.  You can also write to them by 

sending your name, address and signa-

ture plus $1 to the Mail Preference 
Service, Direct Marketing Association, 

P.O. Box 643, Carmel, NY 10512. 

Your name should stay on the list for 
about 3 years. 

If you are getting catalogs you will 

need to take more direct action.  You 
can contact the company sending the 

catalog, or you can use the free service 

at http://www.catalogchoice.org and 

have Catalog Choice do the work for 
you.  Be aware that not every business 

cooperates with Catalog Choice so you 

may have to contact those companies 
at the phone number or email address 

in the catalog. 

You can also sign the Do Not Mail 
Petition at http://donotmail.org.  This 

grassroots effort is trying to get a law 

passed along the same lines of the 

popular Do Not Call registry. 
Unfortunately none of these meth-

ods will get rid of junk sent to 

ñResidentò or ñOccupantò.  Currently 
there is no way to opt out of those 

mailings. 

Stopping as much junk mail as 

possible will allow you to cut your 
carbon footprint and reduce your risk 

of identity theft.  To get rid of the rest, 

get involved - let your Senators and 
Representative know about your oppo-

sition to junk mail including mail ad-

dressed to ñResidentò or ñOccupantò.  
Youôll be glad you did it every time 

you open your mailbox. 

 

*Rebecca Eisel is a member of the 
SEGG Conservation Committee.  This 

is the second article in a year-long 

series that will provide tips beyond 
CFL light bulbs on how to reduce car-

bon emissions in your daily life. 

http://donotmail.org/
http://www.idtheftawareness.com/
http://www.idtheftawareness.com/
https://www.optoutprescreen.com/?rf=t
https://www.optoutprescreen.com/?rf=t
https://www.directmail.com/directory/mail_preference/
https://www.directmail.com/directory/mail_preference/
https://www.directmail.com/directory/mail_preference/
http://www.catalogchoice.org
http://donotmail.org
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nent RTA are needed to build greener transportation 

choices by:  

Reversing recent slashes in local bus service.  For ex-
ample, in the past 7 years, bus service has been cut by 20% 

and fares increased by 50% in Racine due to increasing 

costs and federal, state and local funding that has not kept 
pace with inflation.  Additional service cuts of 20% are 

projected in 2010.  A recent report by the University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee showed that between 2001 and 2007 
in Milwaukee and Waukesha counties, at least 40,500 jobs 

became inaccessible by transit due to service cuts.  Further-

more, they estimate that if current budgetary trends con-

tinue, at least 101,000 jobs now accessible by transit will 
become inaccessible - a disastrous outcome for the regional 

economy and our environment by forcing people to drive 

more! 
The stalled KRM Commuter Rail project needs jump-

starting since it would likely not survive a two-year wait 

for the next budget.  Without an RTA, KRM is dead in (or 
on) its tracks.  KRM will move forward only when a local, 

dedicated funding source is decided upon, and an operator, 

such as the RTA, is designated by law.  This will lay a 

strong foundation for regional transit connections and fu-
ture transit enhancements. 

The next step is for the legislature to empower the 

RTA in the state budget.  If no legislative action is taken, 
the RTA will dissolve in 2009, we risk losing the Kenosha-

Racine-Milwaukee (KRM) Commuter Rail project, and 

local transit systems will continue their decline, hurting 
employers and workers alike and hampering our ability to 

protect the environment.  

KEY ACTION ITEMS  

Contact elected officials to voice your opinion.  They 
will be deciding the future of transit and need to know what 

you expect. 

Senator John Lehman (866) 615-7510 
Sen.Lehman@legis.wisconsin.gov 

Representative Cory Mason (608) 266-0634 

Rep.Mason@legis.wisconsin.gov 
Representative Robin Vos (888) 534-0063  

Rep.Vos@legis.wisconsin.gov  

Attend the state budget hearing on March 30 from 9-4 

at Case High School and voice your opinion.    
Send a letter to the editorðadd your perspective to the 

public discussion. 

Sign up for email updates and alerts or to volunteer to 
help: jay.warner3@sbcglobal.net, or 

kthomas@transitnow.org 

For more information check out:  
Transit NOW: http://www.transitnow.org   or call 262-

246-6151 

RTA: http://www.sewisrta.org 

KRM: http://www.krmonline.org 
Sierra Club-Southeast Gateway Group has actively 

supported KRM Commuter Rail for many years.  This is 

our chance to see it happen!  Itôs time to get KRM and tran-
sit moving! 

KRM 

(Continued from page 1) 

When the snow has melted away and the breezes are getting balmy, its time to get 
outdoors and go in search of spring. Roger Chernik has been working on a book that 

describes hiking trails in Racine and Kenosha Counties and he is going to share his 

ideas on good spring hikes in our area.  Are you wondering where the best places are to 

search for Bloodroot and Trillium?  Or do you just want to be outdoors to stretch your 
legs after a long season of hibernation? Come and be inspired to take a hike - or a gentle 

walk.  You just might learn about a beautiful natural area in our corner of the state that 

you didnôt know existed.  See Calendar, April 16th, for time and location details. 

April Program Highlights Spring Hikes 

May 21:  Green Award Dinner -  Our annual spring dinner will be at Bombay Louieôs, 2227 60th St. in Kenosha.  Pre-

dinner socializing begins at 5:30.  Dinner will be at 6:00 p.m.  See article on p. 6 and contact Nancy Hennessy at 

(262) 639-5639. 

May 23:  Work Day at Colonial Park.  We will  remove invasive, alien plant species from Colonial Park in Racine from 
9:00 a.m. to noon.  Bring sturdy clothing, work gloves, eye protection, drinking water and, if available, clippers, 

weed diggers, saws, etc.  Meet at the west end of West High Street for assignments and tools supplied by WeedOut! 

Racine. 

.June 4:  Conservation Committee meeting at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact John at (262) 633-8455 with any questions, items for the agenda, etc. 

Calendat (Continued from page 2) 

mailto:jay.warner3@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kthomas@transitnow.org
http://www.transitnow.org/
http://www.sewisrta.org/
http://www.krmonline.org/
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The annual election for the Club's Board of Directors is now un-

derway.  Those eligible to vote in the national Sierra Club elec-

tion will receive in the mail (or by Internet if you chose the electronic delivery option) your national Sierra Club ballot.  This will 

include information on the candidates and where you can find additional information on the Club's website. 

Members frequently state that they don't know the candidates and find it difficult to vote without learning more.  You can learn 
more by asking questions of your group and chapter leadership and other experienced members you know.  Visit the Club's election 

website: http://www.sierraclub.org/bod/2009election.  This site provides links to additional information about candidates, and their 

views on a variety of issues facing the Club and the environment. 

You should use your own judgment by taking several minutes to read the ballot statement of each candidate.  Then make your 

choice and cast your vote.  Even if you receive your election materials in the mail, please go to the user-friendly Internet voting site 

to save time and postage.  If necessary, you will find the paper ballot(s) straightforward and easy to mark and mail 

The voting deadline is April 21, 2009, at 12 noon Eastern Daylight Time. 

National Club Election Coming This Spring 

SEGG ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 

MAY 21st 
 

THE GREEN AWARD  -  Every year Southeast Gate-
way Group gives an award to student or group of students 

for their initiatives in promoting environmental awareness.  

This year the award recipient will be announced at the din-
ner. 

 

GREENWASHING  -  More ñgreenò products are be-
ing promoted every day.   How do you know which ones 

really are ñgreenò?   Southeast Gateway members Barry 

Thomas and Rebecca Eisel will present a short program 

that explores this recent advertising phenomenon. 
The Bombay Louieôs menu choices are:  Northwoods 

Grilled Chicken, Old World Pot Roast, Broiled Alaskan 

Haddock, Homemade lasagna and pasta Primavera 
(vegetarian).  The cost of the meal including tax and tip is 

$20.To let Nancy know your dinner choice call 262-639-

5639 or email nhennessy@wi.rr.com. 

Each year at our May dinner meeting we give our 

Green Award to recognize a student or group of students 

for their initiatives in promoting environmental awareness.  

The award includes a stipend of $100 to further their ef-

forts and an invitation for the recipient and up to two 

guests to attend our dinner meeting.  Past recipients have 

used the award to do such things as helping to plant a 

school prairie, attending environmental conferences, pro-

moting a green college campus, increasing recycling in 

their school, and conducting stream studies. If you would 

like to nominate someone for this award, please contact 

Barry Thomas (bthomas6@wi.rr.com) by April 15. 

Nominations for SEGG 

Green Award Due April 15th 

Asian Carp Threaten Great Lakes 
By Laura Feider 

One of the 2009 Conservation Priorities for the South-

east Gateway Group is ñGreat Lakes Issues.ò  One of the 
large issues facing us today, both literally and figuratively, 

is the problem of the Asian Carp. 

Asian Carp pose an urgent threat to our Great Lakes 
ecosystem.  There are seven different species of Asian 

Carp that have been introduced to the United States.  They 

were originally imported into the United States for use in 

the aquaculture industry.  These carp can grow to between 
50 and 110 pounds and quickly out-compete native species 

for habitat and resources. 

Currently, there are no Asian Carp in the Great Lakes; 
however, there is concern that they will spread to the Great 

Lakes through the Illinois River and the Chicago Shipping 

and Sanitary Canal.  There is debate about the electrical 

fish barrier, which is currently the best chance of defending 
the Great Lakes from the spread of this invasive species.  

The barrier is located on the Chicago Shipping and Sani-

tary Canal, but there is disagreement about whether to acti-

vate the barrier between the Army Corps of Engineers and 
the barging companies. 

This is a very great threat that we need to act on in or-

der to prevent the carp from entering the Great Lakes and 
impacting the fragile ecosystem.  This is a lot easier to deal 

with if we take action now, rather than wait until the inva-

sion occurs.  For more information, go to 
www.jsonline.com and type ñAsian carpò in the search box 

at the top of the page, for further reading, especially on the 

issue involving the electrical barrier.  Another great site is 

http://www.asiancarp.org/ if you would like to learn more 
about Asian Carp. 

http://www.jsonline.com/
http://www.asiancarp.org/
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BLUE LATITUDES ðBOLDLY GOING 

WHERE CAPTAIN COOK HAS GONE  

 BEFORE 

The Washington Post Book Review described ñTony 

Horwitzôs Blue Latitudes as ñA tour de force of evoca-

tive history, serious scholarship and compelling writing.ò  

The blurb on the book jacket says:  ñTwo centuries after 

James Cookôs epic voyages of discovery, Tony Horwitz takes readers on a wild 
ride across hemispheres and centuries to recapture the captainôs adventures and 

explore his embattled legacy in todayôs Pacific.  Horwitz, a Pulitzer Prize winning 

journalist, works as a sailor aboard a replica of Cookôs ship, meets island kings and 
beauty queens, and carouses the South Seas with a hilarious and disgraceful travel 

companion, an Aussie named Roger.  He also creates a brilliant portrait of Cook: 

an impoverished farmboy who becomes the greatest navigator in British history 

and forever changed the lands he touched.  Poignant, fantastic and exhilarating, 
Blue Latitudes brings to life a man who helped create the global village we inhabit 

today.ò 

Join us at 5:00 p.m. for a potluck supper ï bring a dish to pass. Book discus-
sion at 7:00p.m. 

Book Review: The Great Lakes: The Natural History of a 

Changing Region by Wayne Grady Reviewed by Susan Remson 

1608 

I read the introduction to Wayne Gradyôs book The Great Lakes: The Natural 
History of a Changing Region, and knew I had to buy  the book. Like me, Grady 

grew up in the Great Lakes Basin, but Grady has further credentials as an award 

winning science writer. He has authored several books including a collaboration 

with acclaimed Canadian environmentalist and geneticist David Suzuki. 
Grady begins his book with a brief description of his personal relationship to 

the Great Lakes. He then provides a detailed look at these Freshwaters Seas, its 

geological history, and what he calls ñthe human factorsò in the development of 
the region. Stunning photographs and detailed illustrations, maps and charts en-

hance the 337 page volume. 

Three chapters are devoted to the various types of forests of the area ï boreal, 
Carolinian and Great Lakes-St. Lawrence, and their natural inhabitants. Grady dis-

cusses urban forests, too. In a chapter called Life in the Margins, we are introduced 

to the regionôs major wetlands, sand dunes communities and ñalvars.ò  Now I fi-

nally know what to call those areas of sedimentary bedrock barely covered by thin 
layers of soil that are unique to the Great Lakes Basin.. 

One chapter discuses fish and water; another invasive species and their effect. 

The last chapter, and perhaps my favorite, is entitled The Future of the Great 
Lakes. With a large dose of reality, but optimism, too, Grady concludes that educa-

tion and awareness are key to saving the Great Lakes, a sentiment shared by Sierra 

Club. 
This is not necessarily a book to read at one sitting, but to be explored over 

time, one chapter at a time, much the same way as the Great Lakes themselves. It 

really is a very special book. 

Susan Remson is a Sierra Club member in Kenosha.  She blogs on Great 
Lakes issues at  www. greatlakesviews.blogspot.com 


