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By John Berge 

At last Decemberôs meeting, the Conservation 

Committee of the Southeast Gateway Group estab-

lished its priorities for 2009 along with goals and ob-

jectives with which they plan to pursue these priorities.  

The priorities, goals and objectives have been ratified 

by the Group Executive Committee.  These priorities 

are: 

 

Great Lakes 

Climate Change and Energy Efficiency 

Alien, Invasive Plant Species 

Special Event Recycling 

 

Letter writing ï to our representatives in govern-

ments at all levels and letters to editors ï and articles 

for our group newsletter will be ways the ConsCom 

will work on the first two priorities.  The ConsCom 

may also choose to issue ñwhite papersò to our Group 

as a means of informing our members on important 

conservation and environmental issues.  Proper control 

or disposal of ballast water, keeping Asian Carp out of 

the Great Lakes and reducing storm water runoff are 

further goals.  

Within the third priority area, the Group will con-

tinue monthly workdays at Colonial Park as weather 

permits; seek to obtain/use a DNR grant to prepare 

a management plan for Bristol Woods; continue to 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Excom Election Results 
By Barb Meyocks 

At the December Potluck the ballots for the fall elections 

were counted, and the results were reported to the members 

present.  Kari Olesen and Laura Feider are returning to the Ex-

Com, while Amy Furreness and Dennis Flath are newly 

elected. 

Retiring from the ExCom are Nancy Hennessy and John 

Berge.  The members of the SEGG are very grateful to Nancy 

and John for their many years of dedicated service.  Nancy was 

elected to the ExComm shortly after becoming a member and 

has served as Secretary and Chair during her time on the Ex-

Com.  John has been an integral part of the ExCom for most of 

the years since the founding of SEGG in 1982.  He has served 

as Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer, and has been a guiding 

presence throughout the years.  Thank you both again.   

And thank you to everyone who agreed to stand for elec-

tion.  To those who begin new terms on the committee, we 

commend your willingness to serve and wish you well. 

Election of officers for  2009 was held during the regular 

meeting of the SEGG ExCom on January 8, 2009.  Newly 

elected officers are: 

 

Chair:  Melissa Warner 

Vice Chair:  Kari Olesen 

Secretary:  Laura Feider 

Treasurer:  Jeff Sytsma 

Chapter Delegate: Amy Furreness 

 

Thank you to all officers for your willingness to take lead-

ership roles in the Group. 
(See page 6 for a list of 2009 Committee Chairs) 

Sierran 
Southeast 
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Wednesday Evenings:  Cross Country Skiing.   A groomed cross country ski trail is available at UW Parkside.  Parking 

is available on the north side of highway JR, just East of the entrance to Petrifying Springs Park.  You just may find 

some Sierranôs burning off those Christmas cookies on Wednesday evenings about 5-ish, depending on weather, 

snow, and personal schedules.  Note:  Snowshoes and dogs are not permitted on the trail.  Bring a headlamp if 

youôre afraid of the dark!  Contact Ken Hecht at (262) 989-7191 for more information. 

 February 5:  Conservation Committee meeting  at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 

p.m.  Contact John at (262) 633-8455 if you want to join the Committee or with suggestions for the agenda. 

February 12:  ExCom Meeting at Olympia Brown Church (downstairs), 625 College Ave. in Racine  at 7:00 p.m. 

February 19:   General Membership Meeting and Program.  The Poetry and Practicalities of Hiking Michigan's Upper 

Peninsula.  This program by Eric Hansen will be at the Racine Public Library, 75 Seventh St. at 6:30 p.m.  Access to 

parking is on 6th  St. east of Lake Ave.  (To learn more about the program, see page 4)   Join us for a bite to eat be-

fore the program at 5:00 p.m. at Salute's, 314 Main St., Racine. 

February 25:  Conservation Lobby Day.  Join conservationists from all around the state for a day of lobbying your leg-

islators in Madison.  (To learn more about this event, see page 5.) 

March 5:   Conservation Committee meeting  at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

Contact John at (262) 633-8455 if you want to join the Committee or with suggestions for the agenda. 

March 12:  ExCom Meeting at Olympia Brown Church (downstairs), 625 College Ave. in Racine  at 7:00 p.m. 

March 19:  General Membership Meeting and Program.  ð

Bioregion of NW Equador.  The program will be at 

Kenosha's Civil War Museum in the Seminar Room at 7:00 p.m.  The museum is at 5400 1st Ave. in Kenosha.  (To 

learn more aboaut the program, see page 6.)  Join us for a bite to eat before the program at Villa D'Carlo, 5140 6th 

Ave., Kenosha at 5:00 p.m. 

March 28:  Workday at Colonial Park (9:00 a.m. to noon, meet at the foot of West High Street) and Pringle Nature 

Center (10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) to remove invasive and alien plant species.  Identification, instructions and tools 

will be available.  Wear appropriate work clothes including gloves and sturdy shoes.  Bring loppers, pruning shears, 

and/or weed diggers if you have them. 

April 2:   Conservation Committee meeting  at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Contact 

John at (262) 633-8455 if you want to join the Committee or with suggestions for the agenda. 

Meetings  

Outings:  Liability Waiver & Carpoolingé 
   In order to participate in one of the Sierra Clubôs outings, you will 

need to sign a liability waiver.  If you would like to read a copy of the 

waiver prior to the outing, please see http://www.sierraclub.org/

outings/chapter/forms/ or call (415) 977-5630. 

   In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is cus-

tomary that participants make carpooling arrangements.  The Sierra 

Club does not have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes 

no liability for them.  Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is 

strictly a private arrangement among the participants.  Participants 

assume the risks associated with this travel. 

   CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute 

approval by the State of California 

& Events 
All Sierra Club members, as well as non-members, are wel-

come and encouraged to attend all activities and meetings. 

http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
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work with the National Institute of Invasive Species at 

both sites and with WeedOut! Racine; and work to locate, 

protect and restore native species in Colonial Park and 

Bristol Woods.  Participation by many members, not just 

the ConsCom, is necessary to reach these goals.  The 

Group plans also to join the Chicago Wilderness Society as 

a source of additional information and expertise.  

Within the fourth priority area, the ConsCom will co-

operate with Recycle Racine and Pringle Nature Center in 

obtaining recycle bins for special events in both Racine and 

Kenosha.  This will include an application for a material, 

rather than a monetary, grant and, if successful, may in-

clude making arrangements for storage and leasing.  The 

ConsCom will seek municipal rules to require recycling at 

special events. 

(Conservation PrioritesñContinued from page 1) 

I am proud and honored to have 

been selected as the SEGG Chair for 

2009.   I will work to justify your trust 

in me as I am now a ñspokesmanò for 

the group, and not only an individual. 

Environmental issues to work on 

abound.  The difficulty is in choosing a 

few where we can make a difference, 

selecting actions to do and maintaining 

interest and enthusiasm to complete 

the task.  Itôs fun to start a new project, 

much harder to stick to and complete 

the old one.  For example, as many of 

you know, my particular interest is 

terrestrial invasive species, particularly 

in, but not limited to, Colonial Park in 

Racine where we have worked over ten 

years.   Kenosha folks have been work-

ing at Pringle Nature Center for some 

years as well.  The number of volun-

teers that come to work days has de-

clined, meaning we are making less 

progress than we could.  Come and 

work: we need on-going group support 

at these sites. 

KRM Commuter Rail is another 

example.  We thought that municipal 

support for this project was well-

established, but while funding propos-

als were debated, the ñantiò group was 

at work, eroding municipal support.  

We must rededicate ourselves to the 

task, contacting legislators, village 

trustees and town supervisors all over 

again to remind them that transit re-

duces sprawl, reduces energy use, and 

reduces air pollution and dependence 

on foreign oil.  Write another letter, 

send another email. 

Climate change is another long-

term issue.  Most of us accept that cli-

mate change is happening, and that 

human activities are causing at least 

part of that change.  But we get tired of 

hearing the message.  How much more 

are we willing to change our living 

habits?  How much more can we turn 

down the thermostat?  How much 

more efficiency can we wring out of 

our driving patterns, and our hot water 

use?  But we can support our local 

Racine and Kenosha Cool Cities initia-

tives.  We can find out what is happen-

ing at City Hall, and then support, en-

courage and participate in their plans.  

We can support event recycling and 

water conservation measures such as 

rain gardens and rain barrels. 

We also need to be active on the 

state level.  If  you were at the January 

meeting, then you heard about the 

Wisconsin League of Conservation 

Voters priorities.  It is essential that 

many Sierrans come to Conservation 

Lobby Day on February 25.  The legis-

lators who agree with these priorities 

need to be able to point to the amount 

of support; those who are not in favor 

must hear our viewpoint.  (See page 5 

for more details.) 

Our 44th President will be espous-

ing environmental actions at the fed-

eral level as well, particularly in regard 

to energy efficiency and jobs in the 

alternative energy sector.  Our legisla-

tors will need constant reminders that 

these actions are our priorities as well. 

Can we make environmental pro-

gress in 2009?  Yes, we can, but we 

must be persistent. 

From 

  The 
Chair 

Melissa Warnerñphoto by Armin Clobes 
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By Rebecca Eisel 

Are You Getting Zero Miles Per 

Gallon of Gas?  

Itôs a common sight at schools on 

every single school day ï a line of cars 

idling; exhaust coming out of their 

tailpipes right next to the building.  

Even worse, all throughout the cold 

Wisconsin winter, people warm up 

their cars before driving, sometimes 

for as long as 30 minutes!  Itôs the ulti-

mate low in fuel-efficiencyé zero 

miles per gallon, and it contributes to 

climate change. 

Idling a car used to be the right 

thing to do.  Back when all cars had 

carburetors, it took up to 30 minutes 

worth of fuel to start the car, so shut-

ting off the car and then starting it up 

again a few minutes later burned more 

fuel than leaving the car running.  Cars 

built in the last 25+ years have fuel 

injection systems that are more fuel 

efficient and produce fewer emissions.  

And they use less fuel to start up.  Ac-

cording to the Department of Trans-

portation, it takes less than 2 minutes 

of fuel to start a car.  The Florida sec-

tion of the American Society of Me-

chanical Engineers found that a V6 

engine uses the equivalent of just 5 

seconds of fuel during start-up.  That 

means all those cars idling at schools 

are burning more fuel than they would 

by shutting off the car and starting it 

up again when their kids get in. 
(Continued on page 5) 

           Beyond CFLs*  

 

SEGG Presents Eric Hansen on February 19th at the Racine Public Library 
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Of course, leaving the car running 

does allow drivers to keep the heat on 

in the winter, but cars release carbon 

dioxide (CO2), the main global warm-

ing gas.  The Department of Energy 

states that every gallon of gasoline 

produces 20 pounds of CO2 (visit the 

DOEôs  Website at http://

www.fueleconomy.gov/Feg/co2.shtml 

for an explanation of how 1 gallon of 

gas can create 20 lbs of CO2).  Cars 

also release carbon monoxide and 

other pollutants that cause smog ï not 

the best thing to expose our kids to as 

they are running out of their schools at 

the end of the day.  In fact, the Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency is cur-

rently running a National Anti-Idle 

Campaign (http://epa.gov/

cleanschoolbus/antiidling.htm) to en-

courage buses to stop idling around 

schools as a way of improving air 

quality for our children.  Bundling up 

kids in weather-appropriate clothing 

releases no CO2 or other pollutants 

and keeps them warm if the car isnôt 

heated when they get in. 

 It also used to be conventional 

wisdom that cars had to be warmed up.  

Not anymore.  Auto industry groups, 

the nationôs largest auto club, and the 

EPA all agree that modern cars do not 

need to be warmed up at all if the tem-

perature is above freezing.  If it is be-

low freezing, National Public Radioôs 

ñCar Talkò makes the following rec-

ommendations: ñIf it's 25 degrees out, 

you might want to let it warm up for 

30 seconds. If it's 10 degrees out, 

warm it up for a minute. If it's -10 de-

grees out, move somewhere warmer.ò 

Bottom line ð idling cars burn 

fuel, waste money by giving the driver 

zero miles per gallon, and arenôt nec-

essary for fuel injection vehicles.  

Keep the car off when it isnôt moving 

to reduce your carbon footprint, im-

prove air quality, and save some 

money. 

 
*Rebecca Eisel is a member of the SEGG 

Conservation Committee.  This is the first 

article in a year-long series that will pro-

vide tips beyond CFL light bulbs on how to 

reduce carbon emissions in your daily life. 

(Beyond CFLsðContinued from page 4) 

 

February 25 is the only day of the year when citi-

zens with common concerns about the environment can 

meet as a group with their state legislators to discuss those 

concerns.  Join with like-minded citizens from across the 

state in Madison at the Monona Terrace at 9:00 a.m. on 

Wednesday, February 25 for a rewarding and energizing 

day of face-to-face conversations with lawmakers and the 

chance to renew old friendships and make new ones.  It 

will also be an opportunity to thank legislators who have 

been doing a good job on environmental issues. 

The day begins with a training session to familiarize 

attendees with the issues identified as most critical at lis-

tening sessions held by the Wisconsin League of Conserva-

tion Voters across Wisconsin.  From these meetings four 

issues were identified as most critical for the 2009 ï 2010 

Legislative Session: 

Adopting a strong statewide plan to address global 

warming 

Creating standards for safe agricultural, industrial 

and municipal waste-spreading 

Developing statewide standards to protect our 

drinking water 

Restoring independence to the DNR secretary. 

The training also includes tips on how to effectively deliver 

your message. 

For more information and to register for Lobby Day go 

to the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters (WLCV) 

website www.conservationvoters.org.  If you would like to 

carpool call Nancy in Racine at (262) 639-5639 or Barb in 

Kenosha at (262) 654-2208. 

CONSERVATION LOBBY DAY  

FEBRUARY 25TH  

Do you have a favorite hiking trail, camping spot, ca-

noeing, or birding location?  Now is the time to plan out-

ings for the warm weather months!  Share those special 

activities by leading an outing.  Becoming a leader is easy!  

Most local activities near cities do not require additional 

training.  Contact Ken Hecht at (262) 989-7191 for more 

information on leader training requirements.  Then contact 

Dana Huck at dhuck1@wi.rr.com or (262) 639-0465 to 

publish the date, location, and description of  your outing 

in the newsletter. 

Be an Outings LeaderñItõs Easier than You Think 

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/Feg/co2.shtmlfor
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/Feg/co2.shtmlfor
http://epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/antiidling.htmto
http://epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/antiidling.htmto
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Eric Howe, longtime Sierra Club member and avid birder, will highlight his re-

cent experience in Ecuador. The purpose of this group trip, which was organized by 

the WI Bird Conservation Initiative, was not only to see a lot of great bird species and 

habitats, but also to raise land acquisition funds for the Mindo Cloudforest Foundation 

in the Chocó Bioregion of northwestern Ecuador. For more info, see 

http://www.mindocloudforest.org or www.wisconsinbirds.org. 

March 19: Birding in Ecuador - 

The Mindo Birdathon  

Swordbilled Hummingbirdñ
Photo byEric Howe 

By: Laura Feider  

The Southeast Gateway Group is now on Myspace 

and Facebook!  You can find us by searching for 

ñSierra Club Southeast Gateway Groupò on either site.   

You need to have an account on Facebook in order 

to see the Group page on that site.  To sign up, go to 

www.facebook.com . 

You can look us up on Myspace without having an 

account.  Go to www.myspace.com, click on ñFind 

People,ò then type in ñSierra Club Southeast Gateway 

Groupò in the ñFind a Friendò box and you will find 

us!  Just click on the logo and it will take you to our 

page   

I have put our calendar up on the site as well as 

some interesting videos and music related to the envi-

ronment.  This is a great way to network and to keep 

up to date on what is going on. 

The SEGG Has Joined The 21st Century!   

NOTICE:  Household Hazardous Waste Collections resume in Racine on April 18, 2009. 

With this issue, itôs a new editor for the Southeast Sier-

ran.  Dana Huck has assumed the position of editor, fol-

lowing longtime editor Gary Zumach, whose retirement 

was announced in the last issue. 

The Southeast Sierran will continue to be published bi-

monthly, on or about February 1, April 1, June 1, August 1, 

October 1 and December 1.  Deadlines will continue to be 

the first of the month prior to publication.  All articles, 

photos, calendar items, or other items for publication 

should be sent to Dana by email at dhuck1@wi.rr.com or 

regular mail at 1105 Augusta St., Racine, WI 53402. 

A New Editor for the  

Southeast Sierran  

Conservation:  John Berge 

Environmental Education:  Barry Thomas 

Fundraising:  Jeff Sytsma 

Membership:  Kari Olesen, Nancy Hennessy 

Outings:  Ken Hecht 

Political:  Betsy Georg, Barb Meyocks 

Programs:  Nancy Hennessy 

Publication/Calendars:  Kari Olesen 

Newsletter Editor:  Dana Huck 

Publicity :  Kari Olesen, Laura Feider 

Webmaster:  Rebecca Eisel, Eric Howe 
 

THANKS TO THE 2009  

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

http://www.mindocloudforest.org/
http://www.wisconsinbirds.org/
http://www.myspace.com



