
FIND OUT WHATôS NEW AT THE ZOO 

By Nancy Hennessy 

Over the years the idea of what makes a good zoo has 

evolved significantly.  Todayôs zoo is no longer just a col-

lection of exotic animals in cages intended to entertain the 

communityôs citizens.  I have been going to the Racine Zoo 

since the early 1960s ï first with my own young children 

and then as a kindergarten teacher with my students.   Dur-

ing those years I have seen many changes at the zoo. The 

focus at todayôs zoo is still fun but with an emphasis on 

education about the animals and their habitats.  Come and 

learn from Jay Christie, the Racine Zoo administrator, 

about the scope of the programs at the zoo and find out 

how community members can be involved.   

Check the calendar on Pg. 2 for October 15th meeting 

time and location information.  
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Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy.  Photo by Kari Olesen 

And Canoeing THE ROOT 
Southeast Gateway Group of the Sierra Club invites 

you to enjoy the fall colors while leisurely paddling on the 

upper Root River. Weôll spend Sunday afternoon, October 

25th, canoeing and kayaking,, looking for wildlife, and 

learning about invasives removal programs at River Bend 

and at the Horlick Dam. Then itôs off for pizza (or what-

ever) at Infusinoôs restaurant nearby on Rapids Drive. 

Meet at River Bend Nature Center, 3600 North Green 

Bay Road, Racine, at 1:00 p.m.  You can rent canoes and 

kayaks there for $10, you can launch your own boat if you 

are willing to portage it down the hill, or you can launch 

easily from the Horlick Dam boat launch off Rapids Court 

and then meet us at River Bend by 1:20 p.m.  Weôll paddle 

upriver to the Hwy. 31 bridge near Four Mile Road, then 

downriver to the dam, and then back to River Bend.   

RSVP to Melissa Warner, (262) 639-0918; or 

melissa.warner3@sbcglobal.net to let us know if you want 

to reserve a canoe or kayak, or youôll bring your own. 

Join us on October 17th for a hike at Kishwauketoe 

Nature Conservancy in Williams Bay.  Kishwauketoe is a 

230-acre preserve with over 4 miles of easy trails.  Weôll 

explore the many different ecosystems including wetland, 

prairie, oak woods, kettle, meadow, and deciduous forest.  

Bring a camera, comfortable shoes, weatherïappropriate 

clothing and water. Kishwauketoe borders Geneva Lake 

across from Village beach on Highway 67 (Elkhorn Road). 

Lunch at a local restaurant will follow the hike. We will be 

meeting at the Hwy 20 (Washington Ave) Park and Ride at 

9:30 am to carpool and/or caravan.  You can also meet us 

at Kishwauketoe, parking is across the street from the 

Highway 67 entrance.  For more information about 

Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy see http://

www.kishwauketoe.org/. 

Contact Kari Olesen at kari-ann_02@hotmail.com or 

(262) 995-4455 to confirm attendance.   

Weôre Hiking (Where?) 
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& Events 

October 1:  Conservation Committee meeting at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact John at (262) 633-8455 with any questions, items for the agenda, etc. 

October 3:  Highway 38 Cleanup  starting at 9:00 a.m.  Meet at Bob and Betty Gerickeôs house, 3927 North Lane, (east 

of State Highway 38 and north of County Highway K).  There will be no potluck this time.  At least a dozen workers 

are needed for this project.  See article on Pg. 6. 

October 8:  ExCom Meeting, Room 251 Tallent Hall, UW-Parkside   6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Meetings are always open.  If 

you have items you would like the ExCom to discuss, email melissa.warner3@sbcglobal.net 

October 9-11:  John Muir Chapter Autumn Assembly, Beaver Creek Reserve (Near Eau Claire), hosted by the 

Chippewa Valley and St. Croix Valley Interstate Groups. 

October 15:  General Membership Meeting and Program.  What's New at the Zoo? Actually, quite a bit. Jay Christie 

will bring us up to date on new developments at the Racine Zoo. The meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis 

Education Center at the Zoo. Enter the Zoo at the front gate (the corner of Gould and Main Street). You will be 

directed to the KEC from there.  Join us for a bite to eat before the program at Salute's, 314 Main St., Racine at 5:00 

p.m.  See article on Pg. 1 for more information. 

October 17:  Household Hazardous Waste and unwanted prescription drug drop off in Racine at the 21st Street facilities 

north of Samôs Club from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Call the Waste Water Department or Public Health Department 

with any questions or for more information. 

October 17:  Hike in Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy in Williams Bay.  See article on pg. 1 for details. 

October 24:  Work Day at Colonial Park in Racine and Pringle Nature Center (both 9:00 a.m. to noon).  Join us as we 

remove invasive, alien plant species .  Wear sturdy clothing and bring work gloves, eye protection, drinking water 

and, if available, clippers, weed diggers, etc.  Instructions and more tools will be provided. 

October 31:  No Tricks!  Deadline for cranberry orders.  See Pg. 7 for details.  Contact Jeff Sytsma at (262) 637-6845 or 

Jeff12759@aol.com to order. 

November 5:  Conservation Committee meeting at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 

p.m. Contact John at (262) 633-8455 with any questions, items for the agenda, etc. 

November 7:  Pick-up cranberry orders.  See Pg. 7 for details. 

November 12:  ExCom Meeting, Room 251 Tallent Hall, UW-Parkside   6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Meetings are always open.  If 

you have items you would like the ExCom to discuss, email melissa.warner3@sbcglobal.net 

November 19:  General Membership Meeting and Program.  The Nuclear Option Jennifer Nordstrom, Outreach 

Coordinator for the Institute for Energy and Environmental Research, will be talking about Wisconsin's energy 

Calendar (Continued on page 3) 

Meetings  

All Sierra Club members, as well as non-members, are wel-

come and encouraged to attend all activities and meetings. 

Outings:  Liability Waiver & Carpoolingé 

   In order to participate in one of the Sierra Clubôs outings, you will need to sign 

a liability waiver.  If you would like to read a copy of the waiver prior to the 

outing, please see http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/ or call (415) 
977-5630. 

   In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that 

participants make carpooling arrangements.  The Sierra Club does not have insur-
ance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for them.  Carpooling, 

ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private arrangement among the par-

ticipants.  Participants assume the risks associated with this travel. 
 CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval 

by the State of California 

http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/
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From 

  The Chair  
Melissa Warner�²
photo by Armin Clobes 

The prairie garden in my front yard is transitioning 

from summerôs black-eyed susans and purple coneflowers 

to autumnôs goldenrods and asters.  The flowers are glori-

ous, but something is missing.  We have lots of common 

milkweed, but not one of them shows a trace of caterpillars 

munching on them for dinner.  Jay searches for butterflies 

with camera in hand but meets with little success.  What 

could be the problem? 

GoogleÊ led to Monarch Watch (http://

www.monarchwatch.org/), a network of students, volun-

teers and researchers dedicated to the study of the Monarch 

butterfly and based at the University of Kansas.   For eight-

een years they have tagged the regal orange lepidopteran in 

August and September in order to learn more about their 

migration routes.  How do you tag a butterfly?  Carefully!  

Small adhesive stickers go on a hind wing so as not to dis-

turb balance and aerodynamics. 

Monarch Watch website describes several reasons why 

butterfly populations might be low this year.  Temperatures 

were below normal in June and July.  Some parts of their 

range were in a prolonged drought.  New housing, highway 

expansions and other developments destroy habitat.  The 

larvaeôs favorite food, milkweed, is often considered a nox-

ious weed and is routinely destroyed.  Milkweed suffers 

ozone damage that reduces its availability.  Round-Up 

Ready® crops allow herbicide application from edge to 

edge of the field, killing both milkweed and other nectar 

sources more completely than before. 

And thatôs just in the monarchôs summer range. In the 

eleven to fourteen known wintering sites in the Transvol-

canic Mountains in Mexico, the dense tree canopy provides 

shelter from cooler weather. Unfortunately, lumbering is 

more lucrative than tourism, and depleting the canopy hin-

ders the butterfliesô survival. 

One solution?  Set up monarch waystations providing 

food, water and shelter in home gardens, and at schools, 

businesses, parks, zoos, nature centers, along roadsides, 

and on other unused plots of land.  These stations will help 

monarchs produce the summer generations, as well as the 

migrating fall one by providing the milkweed for the lar-

vae, and nectar to supply energy for the adults. 

To become a certified waystation complete with nifty 

certificate and ID num-

ber, you need a mini-

mum of 135 sq feet (10ô 

x 13.5ô), six hours of 

full sun, and ten plants 

of at least two milkweed 

species.  At least four 

varieties of nectar-

producing plants are 

needed, too.  The $15 

fee helps Monarch 

Watch carry out its re-

search and education 

programs.   You can 

purchase a handsome 

weatherproof yard sign 

that will encourage 

neighbors and visitors to 

join the effort. I encourage you to investigate establishing 

and maintaining a Monarch Waystation.  Letôs not lose our 

lovely lepidopterans! 

future and the push by the nuclear energy industry to be a part of it. The program will be at the Kenosha Northside 

Public Library, 1500 27th Ave., Kenosha at 7:00p.m. Join us at 5:00 p.m. at the Gateway Cafe, 3619 30th Ave., 

Kenosha for supper before the program.  See article on Pg. 5 for more information.. 

December 3:  Conservation Committee meeting at Bergesô house, 1529 Crabapple Drive, Racine, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact John at (262) 633-8455 with any questions, items for the agenda, etc. 

(Continued from page 2) 


